
OAKLAND: Martin Maldonado finished a single shy of
hitting for the cycle, and the visiting Houston Astros
slugged five home runs to salvage the finale of their show-
down series with the Oakland Athletics with a 9-4 victory
on Sunday. The Astros moved back ahead of Oakland by
one game in the American League West after the Athletics
pulled even by claiming the opening two games of the
three-game weekend set. Houston rallied from an early
two-run deficit with a four-run third inning. After Oakland
pulled even in the bottom of the third, the Astros moved
back on top in the fourth. Yuli Gurriel, Evan Gattis,
Maldonado, Alex Bregman and Marwin Gonzalez went
deep for Houston. Justin Verlander (12-8) was the benefici-
ary of the power surge, recording his 200th career victory.
Verlander allowed three home runs, two to Khris Davis,
and gave up four runs in 5 1/3 innings, but the run support
he received was ample.

ROCKIES 4, BRAVES 2
DJ LeMahieu homered for the second consecutive

game, and visiting Colorado beat Atlanta to complete a
four-game series sweep. The second baseman, who deliv-
ered what turned out to be the winning homer in the 10th
inning on Saturday, started a decisive two-run rally in the
third inning with another solo shot, his 11th, into left-center
field. The Rockies tacked on another run on Nolan
Arenado’s RBI single for a 3-1 lead. The win gave Colorado
its first four-game sweep in Atlanta and its first four-game
sweep over the Braves since 2016 at Coors Field.

METS 8, PHILLIES 2
Amed Rosario had three RBIs, including a two-run sin-

gle that capped a four-run second inning and catapulted
the New York to a win over Philadelphia in the Little
League Classic at Williamsport, Pa. Winning the annual
game at the site of the Little League World Series gave
the Mets a series win in an unusual five-game set between
the teams, who played the first four games at Philadelphia.
The Mets have won eight of 12. The Phillies have lost six
of 10. Jason Vargas (3-8) gave up two runs in 5 1/3 innings
for the win.

DODGERS 12, MARINERS 1
Clayton Kershaw pitched seven strong innings to earn

the 150th win of his career as visiting Los Angeles defeated
Seattle. Enrique Hernandez and Justin Turner hit home runs
for the resurgent Dodgers, who took two of three games in
the interleague series. Kershaw (6-5), the three-time
National League Cy Young Award winner who has strug-
gled with injuries this season, allowed one run on four hits.
He walked one and struck out seven.

PIRATES 2, CUBS 1 (11 INNINGS)
Adam Frazier hit a two-out, walk-off homer in the 11th

inning to give Pittsburgh a split of its four-game series
against visiting Chicago. Frazier’s third career walk-off hit
and fifth homer of this season came against Cubs reliever
Brandon Kintzler (1-3). In each game of the series, the Cubs
scored one run-on solo homers by Ian Happ, Ben Zobrist
and Kyle Schwarber, who got his second of the series
Sunday. They won the first two games 1-0 before dropping
the last two by scores of 3-1 and 2-1.

INDIANS 8, ORIOLES 0
Melky Cabrera hit a grand slam during a six-run fourth

inning that broke the game open for Cleveland against
visiting Baltimore. The Indians won two of three in the
series and finished the season with a 5-2 record versus
the slumping Orioles, who fell back to 50 games under
.500 at 37-87. Cleveland starter Mike Clevinger (9-7)
continued to be a riddle that the Baltimore offense
couldn’t solve. He threw six shutout innings, extending his
streak of scoreless frames against the Orioles to 24, dat-
ing back to 2017.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, PADRES 3
A.J. Pollock homered with one out in the top of the

ninth as Arizona rallied to defeat host San Diego and take
three of four games in the series. Daniel Descalso had tied
the game at 3 with his career-best, 11th homer of the sea-
son in the top of the eighth inning against Padres rookie
reliever Trey Wingenter. Descalso’s drive to right just
cleared the leap of Padres right fielder Travis Jankowski.
The win kept the Diamondbacks a half-game ahead of the
Colorado Rockies in the National League West. Arizona
completed a nine-game road trip with a 5-4 record.

RANGERS 4, ANGELS 2
Rougned Odor had four RBIs, including a three-run

home run through a driving rain shower in the seventh
inning, to rally Texas over visiting Los Angeles. Matt
Moore (3-6) pitched an inning of scoreless relief to pick
up the victory in a game twice delayed by rain. Rangers
starter Yovani Gallardo gave up two runs on six hits over
six innings with a walk and six strikeouts. Shin-Soo Choo
had three hits for the Rangers, who won three of four
games in the series and are 14-8 since July 27.

BREWERS 2, CARDINALS 1
Jhoulys Chacin went six innings to defeat St. Louis for

the first time in eight career decisions as visiting Milwaukee
held on for a narrow victory. Mike Moustakas, whom the
Brewers acquired near the trade deadline, hit a two-run
double in the third inning to supply the offense, as
Milwaukee ended a three-game losing streak. The Brewers
also climbed back over St. Louis for second place in the
National League Central standings. It was only the second
loss in the Cardinals’ last 12 games.

YANKEES 10, BLUE JAYS 2
Greg Bird capped a six-run first inning with his second

career grand slam as New York completed a three-game
sweep of visiting Toronto. The Yankees lost shortstop Didi
Gregorius to a bruised left heel that could send him to the
disabled list. Gregorius was injured when he collided with
Toronto first baseman Kendry Morales after hitting an
RBI single in the first inning. Blue Jays manager John
Gibbons was ejected for arguing a play at first base.
Toronto has lost four in a row and 10 of 14.

MARLINS 12, NATIONALS 1
Jose Urena, pitching while appealing a suspension

issued by Major League Baseball, tossed a two-hitter as
Miami defeated host Washington. Urena hit red-hot

Atlanta Braves left fielder Ronald Acuna Jr. with the first
pitch of Wednesday’s game, drawing a six-game ban from
MLB. However, while on appeal, Urena held Washington
to a pair of doubles and two walks while pitching the first
complete game of his career. Miami’s Starlin Castro went
5-for-6 with three runs for the first five-hit game of his
career. Teammate J.T. Realmuto went 2-for-5 with a
homer and three RBIs, and 28-year-old rookie Isaac
Galloway went 3-for-5 with a single, double and his first
major league homer.

RAYS 2, RED SOX 0
Joey Wendle and C.J. Cron hit home runs, and five

Tampa Bay pitchers combined for a two-hitter against
host Boston. It was just the fifth time the Red Sox were
shut out this season and the first time since being blanked
5-0 at Detroit on July 21. The loss snapped a 13-game win
streak in day games for Boston and also was just the sec-
ond loss in 12 games at Fenway Park for the Red Sox. Rays
rookie Jalen Beeks (2-1) took over with two outs in the
second for fellow rookie reliever Diego Castillo, who was
making his first career start. Beeks pitched four innings of
one-hit shutout relief to pick up the win, walking two and
striking out three. Castillo became Tampa Bay’s 16th start-
ing pitcher this season, extending the team’s single-season
record.

TWINS 5, TIGERS 4
Eddie Rosario blasted a go-ahead solo homer in the

eighth, Max Kepler and Jake Cave also homered as host

Minnesota edged Detroit. Rosario drove in two runs for
the Twins, who took three of four in the series. Tyler Austin
had two hits and scored a run. Rosario jumped on a high
0-2 fastball from Alex Wilson (1-4) leading off the inning.
His 22nd long ball of the year made a winner out of Trevor
Hildenberger (3-3), who recorded the last four outs.

REDS 11, GIANTS 4
Cincinnati completed a winning homestand with a

three-game sweep of San Francisco. Eugenio Suarez and
Jose Peraza belted home runs while Billy Hamilton smacked
two triples, helping the Reds win the season series 4-2
over the Giants and wrap up a 5-4 homestand. The Giants,
meanwhile, saw their hopes of making a late run at a
National League wild-card berth dim a bit with a fourth
consecutive loss. San Francisco infielder Chase D’Arnaud
made his major league pitching debut in the eighth inning,
allowing no runs and one hit.

WHITE SOX 7, ROYALS 6
Omar Narvaez delivered the tiebreaking single and also

hit a solo homer to help Chicago edge visiting Kansas City
and take two of three games in the series. Avisail Garcia
belted a three-run homer and Tim Anderson added a two-
run blast as the White Sox won for the fourth time in their
past five games. Whit Merrifield hit a three-run shot, Ryan
O’Hearn smacked a two-run blast and Alex Gordon hit a
solo homer for the Royals. Jorge Bonifacio went 3-for-4
but Salvador Perez struck out in all five at-bats-the last
time to end the game. —Reuters
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LOS ANGELES: Canadian rookie Robert Wickens
was in hospital with “orthopedic injuries” after a
frightening airborne crash on the seventh lap of the
IndyCar Pocono race won by ex-Formula One racer
Alexander Rossi.

Wickens, of Guelph, Ontario, was rushed to hospital
by air ambulance on Sunday after he collided with
Ryan Hunter-Reay’s IndyCar at Pocono Raceway in
Long Pond, Pennsylvania. The collision caused Hunter-
Reay’s car to careen into the wall, and Wickens’ car
was pulled along with it.

Wickens launched over Hunter-Reay’s car and
sailed into the catchfence, where the main body of his
IndyCar spun several times before landing back onto
the track in pieces. IndyCar spokesman Curt Cavin
said the rookie driver was “awake and alert” as he was
transported to a nearby hospital.

IndyCar released a statement after the race saying
the 29-year-old suffered “orthopedic injuries” but
declined to go into detail. (Wickens) has been admit-
ted to Lehigh Valley Hospital-Cedar Crest in
Allentown, Pennsylvania, with orthopedic injuries. He is
still being evaluated.

“IndyCar will provide medical updates as they
become available,” the statement said. Fellow drivers
said Wickens was lucky to be alive. “He is hurt but
hopefully not too bad. At least he is alive,” said French
driver Sebastien Bourdais. Hunter-Reay was also
among those treated for injuries after a crash that also
swept up Pietro Fittipaldi, James Hinchcliffe and
Takuma Sato.

The race was restarted after a two-hour delay
while race workers cleared the track and fixed the
busted fence. Hunter-Reay said he felt fortunate to
have come out of it without more serious injuries. He
was one of the five who was treated at the race track
medical facility and released.

“I was lucky to get out of that one,” said Hunter-
Reay. Fittipaldi wasn’t involved in the initial collision
but was right behind the others in a tight pack and ran
head long into smoke and debris.

“I am a little sore,” said Fittipaldi, who was knocked
out of the race. “I saw all the smoke ahead. When I
saw I was going to hit Hinch head on I had to slam the
breaks and get low. —AFP
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LeMahieu homers again, leads Rockies to 4-game sweep of Braves

OAKLAND: Jonathan Lucroy #21 of the Oakland Athletics is forced out at second base by Carlos Correa #1 of
the Houston Astros during the seventh inning at the Oakland Coliseum on Sunday  in Oakland, California. The
Houston Astros defeated the Oakland Athletics 9-4. — AFP

NEW YORK: For a game still in its infancy Spikeball-a
beach sport which looks like the love child of volleyball
and tennis-is already making global waves. The rules are
simple: each team of two must bounce a ball slightly larger
than a tennis ball on a flat trampoline-type net 36 inches
(91 centimeters) in diameter: about the size of a hula hoop.
Like in volleyball, a side can touch the ball a maximum of
three times. There are no boundaries, and a point is won
when the opposing team fails to hit the ball back to the net.
In May, and again in July, the US sports channel ESPN2
even broadcast Spikeball tournaments-and the game has
also spread to Europe and Canada. It was created in the
1980s and original called Roundnet though its precise ori-
gins are unclear. The concept was reborn in 2007 when a
young Chicago entrepreneur named Chris Ruder began to
sell gear for the game from his company named Spikeball.

Last fall he said he sold his millionth net and claims the
company, which generated $15 million in sales in 2017, has
since sold hundreds of thousands more. “It’s definitely tak-
en off like crazy in the past couple years,” said Steve
Halek, a player at an official USA Spikeball tournament in
late July at Point Pleasant, a seaside resort in New Jersey.

No fewer than 150 teams were registered for this year’s
tournament, founded by Spikeball in 2013.

‘ANYONE CAN PLAY IT’ 
Spikeball is a game “accessible to everyone. Anyone

can play it,” said Halek. “There are people that are ridicu-
lously good but you can also play it in your backyard with
your family.”  Halek said that Spikeball is “closer to tennis”
than any other sport he knew, but others have said it also
has a dash of Basque pelota and squash.

More than 2,500 teams signed up this season to play in
official tournaments, with the grand finale scheduled for
October in Santa Monica, California, said Jack Scotti,
director of USA Spikeball. Aside from the official tourna-
ments there are hundreds of local tournaments organized
this year with the support of Spikeball, which often con-
tributes with gear and awards for the winners.

What separates Spikeball from other companies that
make the same equipment is that “we have a community,”
said Scotti. “It’s... exposure and getting people to play the
sport,” he said. “We’re pushing the sport.”

USA Spikeball has even created a “pro” division,
though the winner of a tour event typically walks away
with a few hundred dollars of prize money. USA Spikeball
wants to wants to preserve the popular side of sport,
maintaining the festive and informal atmosphere that
evokes a holiday camp for young adults-even though at
this point most players are men. “It’s a game that you can
pick up really quickly,” said Scotti. “In one day, you could
be addicted to it.”

Matt Pereira, who competed at the Point Pleasant tour-
nament, described the game as “really unique,” and mar-
veled that it had “no boundaries. So wherever the ball
goes, the games goes. It’s very free.”

STILL EVOLVING 
In Spikeball the angle the ball hits the net and coordi-

nation with your teammate are more important than speed
or strength, players say. Now that the game is starting to
spread the globally, the challenge is to make sure it is more
than just a passing fad. To this end Ruder is busy organiz-

ing tournaments. He is having success at the college level,
and is developing the game in high schools by sending kits
and training PE teachers around the world. For Scotti, with
Spikeball “there’s always this next level, and the game is
still evolving.”

Several players have been calling for the sport to be
tweaked to prevent it becoming just a game dominated by
powerful serves, a problem once suffered by tennis and
something that Ruder acknowledges is “not very fun” to
watch on TV. Rule changes could include loosening the
net. If somehow the game can be played a bit slower, “it
could be a sport that sticks around for a long time,” opined
Spikeball veteran Jim Swanson. — AFP
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NEW JERSEY: People compete in a Spikeball tour-
nament at Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey, on
July 28, 2018. For a game still in its infancy,
Spikeball — a beach sport which looks like the
love child of volleyball and tennis — is already
making global waves. — AFP

LONDON: British athletics legend Mo Farah is hoping to
win a record fifth Great North Run when he competes in
the half marathon event in Newcastle on September 9.

The 35-year-old Somalia-born quadruple Olympic
gold medalist-who retired from championship track run-
ning after last year’s world championships in London-is
also using it as a prep race ahead of October’s Chicago
Marathon.

Farah is targeting taking possession of the Great
North Run record which he presently shares with Kenya’s
Benson Masaya, who won the last of his quartet in 1996.

The race has grown in importance since the inaugural

one was won in 1981 by Britain’s Mike McLeod-the
women’s race going to fellow Briton Karen Goldhawk. It
draws legends of track and field such as Paul Tergat and
Haile Gebrselassie, emerging triumphant in 2001 and
2010 respectively.

“I can’t wait to come back to Newcastle and race
again,” said Farah, who also won six outdoor world titles.

“It’s something I look forward to every year, the
crowds are always unbelievable and it’s a good course
for racing.

“To be the best in the world you have to beat the best
and it’s going to be no different here. I’m looking forward
to the challenge.”

Kenya’s 2016 Olympic and 2009 World champion in
the 5000 metres Vivian Cheruiyot bids to make it two
victories in three years and give herself an early birthday
present as she turns 35 two days after this year’s edition.

She won on her debut over the distance in 2016, and
finished second to compatriot Mary Keitany last year. “It
was a magnificent race when I won here for the first time
in 2016 and I want to be on top of that podium again next
month,” said Cheruiyot. — AFP
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