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Hilal Issa, 70, from Algeria, said he was praying for
God to pardon all Muslims and save the Arab world
from its afflictions.

A hot wind blew across the hill, also known as Jabal
al-Rahma (Mount of Mercy), and the surrounding plain
after a downpour late Sunday. Many faithful could be
seen sipping from bottles of water throughout the day.
“I knew it would be a little hard to climb Mount Arafat,”
said Nigerian pilgrim Saidou Boureima.  “So I prepared
for this challenge by working out. And God willing, we
can see it through.” The hajj is one of the five pillars of
Islam which every Muslim is required to complete at
least once in their lifetime if they are healthy enough
and have the means to do so. 

The hajj has at times been a point of controversy.

Iran boycotted the hajj in 2016, following a deadly
stampede the year before which left some 2,300 dead,
hundreds of them Iranian. Tehran sent its pilgrims to
Makkah in 2017, and the hajj this year includes 86,000
Iranians, according to Makkah governor Prince Khaled
Al-Faisal. Prince Khaled has also said this year’s hajj
includes 300 pilgrims from Qatar, a neighboring state
hit by a major Saudi-led boycott. In a midday sermon,
senior Saudi cleric Sheikh Hussein bin Abdulaziz Al-
Sheikh urged pilgrims to come together with their co-
religionists but cautioned: “Hajj is not a place for slo-
gans and parties.”

Muslims today observe the first day of Eid Al-Adha,
or Feast of Sacrifice, which marks the end of the hajj.
They traditionally slaughter sheep for the three-day Eid
Al-Adha, a tribute to Prophet Abraham’s (PBUH) sacri-
fice of a lamb after God spared Ismael (PBUH), his son.
They will consume some of the meat and give the rest
to poor people unable to buy food. A new kiswa, the
cloth embroidered with verses from the Holy Quran,
was placed over the Kaaba in Makkah’s Grand Mosque
late on Sunday. Pilgrims will return to pray there at the
end of hajj. — Agencies 
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Hostilities ceased with an armistice rather than a
peace treaty, leaving the two Koreas technically still at
war and the peninsula split by the impenetrable
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), with all direct civilian
exchanges - even mundane family news - banned. The
three-day reunion at Mount Kumgang, a scenic resort
in North Korea, is the first for three years and follows a
diplomatic thaw on the peninsula. According to pool
reports, the event began with a popular North Korean
song “Nice to meet you” - also well known in the South
- blaring out from speakers.

Lee Keum-seom, now tiny and frail at 92, met her
son for the first time since she and her infant daughter
were separated from him and her husband as they fled.
At the time Ri Sang Chol was aged just four. Lee shout-
ed his name when she saw the now 71-year-old, before
hugging him as both were overcome with emotion. Her
son showed her pictures of his family in the North-
including her late husband - telling her: “This is a photo
of father.” Before leaving for the meeting, Lee told AFP:
“I never imagined this day would come. I didn’t even
know if he was alive or not.”

With time taking its toll, such parent-child reunions
have become rare. Since 2000 the two nations have
held 20 rounds of reunions but most of the more than
130,000 Southerners who signed up for a reunion since
the events began have since died. More than half the

survivors are over 80, with this year’s oldest participant
Baik Sung-kyu aged 101. South Korean Park Ki-dong,
82, met his two North Korean siblings, who had
brought dozens of family photos with them. Pak Sam
Dong pointed at one of the images, telling his brother:
“This is you.” The older man stared at the picture
silently, deep in thought, while his North Korean sister
quietly wiped tears from her eyes.

The reunions are resuming after a three-year hiatus
as the North accelerated its pursuit of nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles and relations worsened. But after a
rapid diplomatic thaw the North’s leader Kim Jong Un
and the South’s President Moon Jae-in agreed to
restart them at their first summit in April in the DMZ.
The two Koreas have since discussed cooperation in
various fields at meetings between officials.

But while Kim and US President Donald Trump held
a landmark summit in Singapore in June, Pyongyang
has yet to make clear what concessions it is willing to
make on its nuclear arsenal, while Washington is look-
ing to maintain sanctions pressure on it. Families at pre-
vious reunions have often found it a bittersweet experi-
ence, with some complaining about the short time they
were allowed together and others lamenting the ideo-
logical gaps between them after decades apart. Some
of those selected for this year’s reunions dropped out
after learning that their parents or siblings had died and
they could only meet more distant relatives whom they
had never seen before.

Over the next three days, the 89 families will
spend only about 11 hours together, mostly under
the watchful eyes of North Korean agents. They will
have only three hours in private before they are sep-
arated once again on Wednesday, in all likelihood for
the final time. — AFP 
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The father in his fifties confides that he has not heard
of the official sanitation drive and was planning to slaugh-
ter his animal in the street outside his house. “But it is true
that it’s dirty and dangerous,” he concedes.

It is not just Cairo officials who are seeking to dis-
suade people from street sacrifices. Egypt’s state-spon-
sored Islamic religious authorities, which rule on sharia
law, have also come out against the practice. The Dar al-
Ifta institution published a speech this month condemning
street sacrifices as a “great sin and serious crime”. A

potential cause of diseases and epidemics, leaving behind
the remains of the animal is also considered “impure” by
the Holy Quran, the government body said on its website. 

The United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization recommends strict guidelines for the
slaughter of animals. It says abattoirs should be “situated
away from residential areas” and calls for “a well-
planned, well-executed and controlled cleaning and sani-
tation program”. However, the aspirations of the authori-
ties and advice of experts seem at odds with the reality
in the marketplace. On the outskirts of Cairo, makeshift
pens hold sheep close to an open sewerage drain. Local
butchers complain of financial woes they face as the cost
of living soars in Egypt. Most did not want to answer
questions but it was clear they would meet customers’
demands - including butchering animals in the streets -
to make ends meet. “We’ll do anything,” one of them
said. — AFP  

Cairo looking to 
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An aerial view shows Muslim pilgrims praying at Mount Arafat, also known as Jabal Al-Rahma (Mount of Mercy), southeast of the Saudi holy city of Makkah yesterday. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has seized rhinoceros
horns worth nearly $12 million bound for Vietnam, in its
largest haul of such contraband, officials said yesterday.
Wildlife experts say Malaysia is a major transit point
for the illegal trafficking of endangered species to other
Asian countries. Officials acting on a tip-off seized 50
horns, weighing about 116 kg, at the cargo terminal of
Kuala Lumpur airport on Aug 13, a wildlife official said
in a statement.

The shipment also included nine carcasses of what
are believed to be tigers and bears, weighing about 200
kg. “All the wildlife items confiscated were to be
exported out of Malaysia without a proper permit,”
Abdul Kadir Abu Hashim, the director-general of the
Wildlife and National Parks Department, said in the
statement. The department will run DNA tests to identi-
fy each wildlife species involved, he added.

The shipment, valued at 48 million ringgit ($11.7 mil-
lion), was bound for Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam.
Investigations showed the consignment had been
shipped with false documents, and efforts were being
made to identify its true owner, Abdul Kadir said.
Vietnam is a hot market for rhino horn, which is believed

to have medicinal properties and is in high demand
among the communist nation’s growing middle class.

TRAFFIC, a group which monitors the illegal wildlife
trade, said the case highlighted links between Malaysia
and Vietnam, which are both in southeast Asia. “This
was a very unusual mix of wildlife parts found - rhino
horns which were clearly not from Asia and carnivore
carcasses which could have originated from the coun-
try,” TRAFFIC’s acting Southeast Asia director Kanitha
Krishnasamy said in a statement. “This discovery raises
questions about how criminals are accumulating
wildlife parts and using a multitude of routes and meth-
ods to traffic them onwards to destination countries.”

Global trade in rhino horn is banned by a United
Nations convention, but it is prized in some Asian
countries as an ingredient in traditional medicines to
treat everything from fever to cancer. Last year,
Malaysia seized about $3.1 million worth of rhino horns
flown in from Mozambique via Qatar.

Separately, authorities arrested a man on July 13
for illegal possession of three baby Sumatran orang-
utans, Abdul Kadir said. “The suspect was believed to
have been trading wildlife online and was arrested
while dealing with a buyer,” he said. Malaysia will
return the animals to Indonesia, he said. Orangutans
live in lowland forests on Borneo, an island shared by
Brunei , Indonesia and Malaysia, as well  as on
Indonesia’s island of Sumatra. They are endangered,
with populations declining due to rampant deforesta-
tion and hunting. — Reuters 
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian wildlife enforcement division director Salman Bin Haji Saaban displays
seized rhino horns and other animal parts at the Department of Wildlife and National Parks head-
quarters yesterday. — AFP 
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missions and their personnel” across the country.
The attack took place to the backdrop of a bitter diplo-
matic spat between Ankara and Washington, with pres-
idential spokesman Ibrahim Kalin also blasted the
attack as an attempt to “create chaos”. “Turkey is a safe
country and all foreign missions are safeguarded by
law,” he wrote on Twitter. 

The highly-fortified embassy was also hit by a sui-
cide bombing five years ago that killed a Turkish secu-
rity guard and injured several other people. That attack
was claimed by the Revolutionary People’s Liberation
Front (DHKP-C), a radical Marxist group. Ankara and

Washington have been locked in an increasingly acri-
monious diplomatic dispute over Turkey’s detention of
an American pastor on terror-related charges. 

US President Donald Trump has doubled the tariffs
on aluminium and steel tariffs from Turkey, prompting
Ankara to impose similar measures on several US prod-
ucts. On Friday, Turkey threatened to respond in kind if
Washington imposed further sanctions as a court
rejected another appeal to free pastor Andrew Brunson.
The diplomatic stand-off has sent the Turkish currency
into free fall against dollar although Erdogan has vowed
to lead the country out of the crisis.

In a statement ahead of the Muslim feast of Eid Al-
Adha, Erdogan remained defiant over the US sanc-
tions. “The attack aimed at our economy has no differ-
ence from an attack aimed at our call to prayer or
flag,” he said. Those who thought they could bring
Turkey to its knees through the foreign currency
exchange rate “will soon see they are mistaken”,
Erdogan added. — Agencies 

Turkey, Qatar 
ink deal to boost...


