
JAKARTA: The Indonesian holiday island of
Lombok has been hammered by a series of
powerful earthquakes in the past three weeks
that have killed more than 500 people and left
hundreds of thousands homeless. The archi-
pelago nation sits on the so-called Pacific
“Ring of Fire”, where tectonic plates collide
and many of the world’s volcanic eruptions
and earthquakes occur. But it is rare for one
island to be hit so hard and so often. Here are
some questions and answers:

What caused Lombok quakes? 
The earthquakes on the island since late

July are the result of a collision between the
Australian and Eurasian tectonic plates just
below the archipelago, geologists say.
Compression of the two plates is triggering
activity along a specific geological fault
known as the Flores back arc thrust, which sits
north of Lombok and runs roughly from the
eastern end of Java island to Timor. “Clearly
there are different parts of the fault that are
moving at the moment, releasing those stres-
sors,” said Chris Elders, an expert in plate tec-
tonics and structural geology at Curtin
University in West Australia.

Why so many strong quakes?
Lombok was hit by two deadly quakes on

July 29 and August 5. On Sunday it was rattled
by a series of deadly fresh quakes and after-
shocks, with the strongest measuring 6.9

magnitude. Elders said seismic activity picked
up as different parts of the fault slipped and
moved. However, pinpointing exactly what is
causing the ruptures is more difficult - other
than the fact that it shows an accumulation of
stress. “The fault will move periodically when
tension builds up,” Danny Hilman Natawidjaja,
senior geologist at the Indonesian Institute of
Sciences said.

It is not unusual for strong earthquakes to
be accompanied by scores of aftershocks, but a

succession of quakes with a similar magnitude
is more unusual. Adang Surahman, an earth-
quake engineering expert at Indonesia’s
Bandung Institute of Technology, described the
series of tremors as “quite extraordinary”-and
they may not be over. 

“Usually it would take a long time for anoth-
er major quake to hit because the energy has
been alleviated,” Surahman said. “But in
Lombok we had an even bigger earthquake

after a major one... There may still be some
imbalances and shifts.”

Multiple earthquakes 
At least 10 people are dead after a string

of powerful quakes rocked the Indonesian
holiday island of Lombok, authorities said
yesterday, in a fresh blow just weeks after
earlier tremors left hundreds dead and thou-
sands more homeless. The latest quakes struck
Sunday, with the first measuring 6.3 shortly
before midday. It triggered landslides and sent
people fleeing for cover as parts of Lombok
suffered blackouts. It was followed nearly 12
hours later by a 6.9-magnitude quake and a
string of powerful aftershocks.

The picturesque island next to holiday
hotspot Bali was already reeling from two
deadly quakes on July 29 and August 5 that
killed nearly 500 people. Ten people were
killed in the strong quake Sunday evening,
mostly by falling debris, including six people
on the neighboring island of Sumbawa,
according to the national disaster agency.
Some two dozen people were injured in
Lombok and more than 150 homes and places
of worship damaged, the agency said. Tens of
thousands of homes, mosques and businesses
across Lombok had already been destroyed
by the quake earlier this month.

Most people caught in the latest tremor
had been outside their homes or at shelters
when it struck which kept casualties low, said

national disaster agency spokesman Sutopo
Purwo Nugroho. “The trauma because of the
earlier quake on Sunday (morning) made peo-
ple prefer to stay outside,” he added. Aid
agencies vowed to boost humanitarian assis-
tance on the island as devastated residents
struggle in makeshift displacement camps.

Indonesia’s disaster agency said it was accel-
erating efforts to rebuild destroyed homes,
hospitals and schools, while Save the Children
pledged to escalate its humanitarian response.
“We are gravely concerned about the repeat-
ed distress caused to children by the multiple
shocks,” the relief agency said. — Agencies 
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Model claiming 
Trump secrets 
pleads not guilty 
in Thailand case
PATTAYA: A Belarusian model who sparked
global intrigue after claiming she had evi-
dence of Russian efforts to help Donald
Trump win office pleaded not guilty yester-
day to charges of running an illegal “sex
training” class in Thailand. Anastasia
Vashukevich, better known by her pen name
Nastya Rybka, has been detained in Thailand
since February when police raided a risque
seminar in the seaside resort city of Pattaya. 

Vashukevich had travelled to Thailand
after becoming embroiled in a political
scandal with Russian aluminium tycoon
Oleg Deripaska, a onetime associate of
Trump’s now-disgraced former campaign
director Paul Manafort. She set off a
scramble for details after she promised in
an Instagram video to reveal “missing puz-
zle pieces” on claims the Kremlin aided the
US President’s 2016 election victory. No
material has been released to substantiate
her claims, and critics have accused her of
a publicity stunt. Vashukevich and her sev-
en co-defendants arrived at the Pattaya
court yesterday for a pre-trial hearing on
the charges that include unlawful assembly
and conspiracy.

Police initially charged the group with
work permit violations but later alleged the
seminar, led by self-styled Russian seduction

guru Alex Kirillov and ostensibly a course
training participants to be better lovers, was
actually intended to arrange paid sex for par-
ticipants. Photos of course participants in
detention after the February raid showed
them wearing t-shirts that said “sex anima-
tor”. Kirillov, who has served as a spokesper-
son for the mostly-Russian group because he
speaks English, told the court that all eight
defendants were pleading not guilty.

“We did not commit any crimes,” he
said. “What we do is training on how to
seduce men and women. We do not make
any sexual activity.” Vashukevich cried after
the prosecutor showed a photo of several
of her co-defendants hugging at a night-
club after a training session.  “Why was I
arrested? Why am I here?” she said. The
next hearing has been set for August 27.
Pattaya, on Thailand’s southern coast, is a
party town with a reputation for vice and a
sizeable Russian expatriate community.
Both Washington and Moscow have publi-
cally shrugged off Vashukevich’s story,
which US State Department spokeswoman
Heather Nauert described as “bizarre”.

Additional legal troubles are also await-
ing Vashukevich and Kirillov back in Russia,
where Deripaska won an invasion of priva-
cy lawsuit against the duo last month. They
were ordered to pay $8,000 each to
Deripaska, who sued them after a video
apparently filmed by Vashukevich surfaced
which appeared to show the tycoon vaca-
tioning with Sergei Prikhodko, an influential
Russian deputy prime minister at the time.
Kremlin-connected Deripaska and
Manafort did business together in the mid-
2000s, The New York Times reported last
year, but their relationship broke down into
legal wrangling. — AFP

India, Pakistan 
leaders call for 
peace talks 
ISLAMABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has called for dialogue with Pakistan in a
letter to its newly elected leader and Pakistan
also saw talks with its old rival as the “only way
forward”, Pakistan’s foreign minister said yes-
terday. New Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan offered an olive branch to India after his
election victory last month, proposing talks to
resolve a long-standing dispute over the
Kashmir region. The two leaders spoke by tele-
phone late last month.

“The Indian prime minister has sent a letter
in which he congratulated Imran Khan and ... he
has sent a message to open talks,” Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi told
reporters in the capital, Islamabad. An Indian
foreign ministry official confirmed Modi wrote
to Khan on Saturday and “expressed India’s
commitment to build good neighborly relations
between India and Pakistan and pursue mean-
ingful and constructive engagement for the
benefit of the people of the region”.

The nuclear-armed neighbors have fought
three wars since the end of British colonial rule
in 1947, two of them over the disputed Muslim-
majority Himalayan region of Kashmir, where
their two armies face off other and occasionally
exchange fire. India has long accused Pakistan
of encouraging separatist Muslim militants
fighting Indian rule in the Indian part of
Kashmir. The militants occasionally launch
bloody attacks in Indian towns and cities.

Afghanistan has also for years accused
Pakistan of supporting Taleban militants fighting
the Indian- and Western-backed Kabul govern-
ment. Pakistan denies aiding insurgent groups in

both Kashmir and Afghanistan. Khan, in his
offer to India last month, said Pakistan was
ready to respond positively to any effort on dia-
logue. “If India comes and takes one step
toward us, we will take two,” said Khan, who
had been bellicose towards India while cam-
paigning for last month’s election.

Qureshi repeated a call for a resumption of
talks, which have made little progress in recent
years. “We need a continued and uninterrupted
dialogue. This is our only way forward,” he said.
But Pakistani security policy is largely deter-
mined by its powerful military, not by civilian
governments. 

Pakistan’s former civilian government, let by
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, also sought better
ties with India. Hopes soared following a sur-

prise visit by Modi to Sharif in the eastern
Pakistani city of Lahore in December 2015, the
first such visit by an Indian prime minister in
more than a decade.

But the hopes unraveled weeks later when
militants attacked an Indian army base in
Indian-controlled Kashmir. India blamed
Pakistan for the attack. Pakistan denied that.
Sharif’s efforts to improve ties with India were
seen as undermining his relations with his army.
Qureshi, who served as foreign minister in a pre-
vious civilian government, from 2008 to 2011,
said his ministry would be in charge of foreign
policy, but would take advice from “national
security institutions”, drawing a comparison to
the way the US Central Intelligence Agency
advises the US government. — Agencies 

MATARAM: A man jumps over a crack in the ground in Mataram on
Indonesia’s Lombok island yesterday after a series of earthquakes were
recorded by seismologists. — AFP 

QUETTA: Pakistani men watch a television broadcasting the speech of
newly appointed Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan as he addresses
the nation. —  AFP 


