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BARCELONA: A police officer shot dead a man armed
with a knife as he tried to attack a police station in
Catalonia yesterday, just days after the one-year
anniversary of a twin attack in the northern Spanish
region that killed 16 people. “We are treating it as a ter-
rorist attack. The officer used her gun to save her own
life,” Rafel Comes, a commissioner with the Catalan
regional police, told a news conference in Cornella de
Llobregat where the attack
took place.

The man arrived at the
police station in the town
near Barcelona at 5:45 am
with a knife and “a clearly
premeditated desire to kill an
agent of our force,” he added,
saying security was being
reinforced at police stations
across Catalonia. Anti-terror-
ism police sources had earlier
told AFP that the man was a
29-year-old Algerian who
lived in the area, and had shouted “Allahu akbar” (God is
greatest) as he entered the station.

But Comes said the agent who shot the man dead can
only recall hearing him invoking the name of “Allah” and
the rest of what he said was incomprehensible. The com-
missioner would not confirm the attacker was Algerian,
saying police still needed to confirm that the Algerian
identity papers he carried with him were in fact his. The
police station was cordoned off and funeral home
employees removed the attacker’s body from the build-
ing, an AFP photographer at the scene said.

Officers searched the man’s home, which was located
just a few hundred meters from the site of the attack. The
incident occurred just days after the first anniversary of

a deadly jihadist rampage in Catalonia. Sixteen people
were killed on August 17, 2017 when a van drove into
crowds on Barcelona’s popular Las Ramblas boulevard
and in a knife attack in the nearby resort of Cambrils.
The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the
attacks, Spain’s worst since the Madrid train bombings in
2004 when 191 people died and more than 1,800 were
injured.

IS targets police
Spain has kept its terror-

ist alert at the second-high-
est level since 2015.
Catalonia, which is home to
a significant number of sec-
ond-generation North
African immigrants, has had
a long history of Islamic
militant activity. Spain’s first
Muslim extremist - a mem-
ber of the Algerian Armed
Islamic Group (GIA) - was

uncovered in Catalonia in 1995.
Mohammed Atta, the pilot who slammed a passenger

plane into one of New York’s World Trade Center tow-
ers on September 11, 2001, spent time in Catalonia
shortly before the attacks. And in 2008, a plot targeting
Barcelona’s underground trains was foiled when it was
already in advanced stages. One in four people
detained in Spain in relation to extremist Muslim-linked
terrorism come from the Catalan province of Barcelona,
according to a study published last year by the Real
Instituto Elcano, a Spanish think-tank, which called the
province the country’s “main centre of jihadist activity”.

There have been a string of similar incidents in neigh-
boring France targeting police and soldiers, including

one in January 2016 in which police shot dead a man
wielding a cleaver and yelling “Allahu akbar” as he tried
to attack a police station in northern Paris. That incident
came on the one-year anniversary of the terrorist attack

on satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo. The Islamic State
group has frequently called on their followers to attack
soldiers and police in France, who they see as a legitimate
target because they represent the French state. — AFP 
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Pope condemns 
‘atrocities’ of US 
clerical abuse
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis condemned yesterday the
“atrocities” revealed by a far-reaching US report into cler-
ical child sex abuse in the state of Pennsylvania issued last
week. “In recent days, a report was made public which
detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors...
the abuse of power and of conscience at the hands of
priests,” the pope said in a letter made public by the
Vatican. 

“Even though it can be said that most of these cases
belong to the past, nonetheless as time goes on we have
come to know the pain of many of the victims,” he said.
“We have realized that these wounds never disappear and
that they require us forcefully to condemn these atrocities
and join forces in uprooting this culture of death,” he
added. A devastating US grand jury report published last
week decried a systematic cover-up by the Catholic
Church. The grand jury said that more than 1,000 child
victims were identifiable, but that the actual number was
“in the thousands”. 

The report is thought to be the most comprehensive to
date into abuse in the US church since The Boston Globe
first exposed paedophile priests in Massachusetts in 2002.
Calling for “solidarity” with the victims and a fight against
“spiritual corruption”, Pope Francis said “no effort to beg
pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be
sufficient”. “With shame and repentance, we acknowledge
as an ecclesial community that we were not where we
should have been, that we did not act in a timely manner,
realizing the magnitude and the gravity of the damage
done to so many lives,” he said.

The Vatican had already expressed its “shame and sor-
row” after the publication of the US report, but Pope
Francis’s letter yesterday went further. “No effort must be

spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations
from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their
being covered up and perpetuated,” he said. Pope Francis
ended the letter by exhorting Catholics to “fasting and
prayer”, in order to “open our ears to the hushed pain felt
by children, young people and the disabled”.

It’s not the first time that Francis, who became pope in
2013, has had to react to the scandal of child abuse within
the Church. At the end of July he accepted the resignation

of prominent US cardinal Theodore McCarrick, who has
been accused of sexually abusing a teenager nearly five
decades ago. Among senior church members in the US
forced to resign for protecting paedophile priests were the
late cardinal Bernard Law in Boston and cardinal Roger
Mahony in Los Angeles. The case of cardinal Law was the
subject of a huge investigation by the Boston Globe, which
won the newspaper a Pulitzer Prize and was subsequently
turned into an Oscar-winning film, “Spotlight”. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: A public inquiry opened in
South Africa yesterday, probing alleged corrup-
tion under scandal-tainted former president Jacob
Zuma, who is accused of overseeing widespread
graft during his nine-year reign. The inquiry,
which could take two years to deliver its findings,
is set to hear evidence of allegations that Zuma let
ministries and government agencies be plundered
for private gain in a scandal known as “state cap-
ture”. Much of the probe is expected to focus on
Zuma’s relationship with the Guptas, a wealthy
Indian family accused of wielding undue political
influence.

An earlier report by a watchdog detailed alle-
gations that Zuma ensured the Gupta family won
preferential contracts with state companies,
including huge mining deals, and were even able
to choose cabinet ministers. Zuma himself
appointed the inquiry in January on the orders of
a high court, weeks before he was forced to
resign from office as criticism grew from within
the ruling ANC party. Zuma’s alleged involvement
in multiple graft scandals damaged the party’s
image ahead of elections next year.

His successor President Cyril Ramaphosa has
vowed to tackle corruption. The inquiry will in
part establish whether official appointments were
“disclosed to the Gupta family or any other unau-
thorized person before such appointments were
formally made,” said inquiry head Raymond
Zondo, the country’s deputy chief justice.
Although the inquiry does not have powers to
arrest or prosecute, it can refer matters for possi-
ble criminal investigation. “At the heart of the
investigation is whether outsiders influenced gov-
ernment or state-owned enterprises for selfish
gain,” said the commission’s lead lawyer Paul
Pretorius on the inquiry’s opening day.

State funds looted
Pravin Gordhan, a former finance minister now

responsible for state companies, has estimated
that around 100 billion rand ($6.8 billion) of state
funds may have been looted through corrupt
awarding of government tenders. Gordhan is
among those expected to give evidence, along
with his former deputy Mcebisi Jonas.

Jonas has alleged he was taken by Zuma to the
Guptas’ home in Johannesburg where Ajay Gupta
said he would be appointed finance minister.
When Jonas refused, Ajay allegedly offered him
600 million rand and asked if Jonas had a bag to
take away 600,000 rand in cash immediately.
Pretorius said the commission would probe
whether Zuma violated the constitution “by facili-
tating the unlawful awarding of tenders of state-
owned enterprises.” Zondo vowed a thorough
investigation and called for members of the public
to submit their own evidence, but he expressed
disappointment at the lack of cooperation from
government officials.

The local Sunday Times said Zuma has been
invited to appear, but the commission’s
spokesman declined to comment. Zuma and the
Guptas deny any wrongdoing. “I hope that the
inquiry gets to the bottom of how the South
African state was captured in the way it was and
what can be done to prevent this from happening
again,” David Lewis, executive director of South
Africa’s non-profit organization Corruption Watch
said. Zuma, 76, was forced to resign in February
when ANC lawmakers turned against him. The
former president also has been charged with 16
counts of graft linked to an arms deal from before
he became president. — AFP 
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LONDON: Catholic Agency For Overseas Development’s (CAFOD) Sister Clara from Zambia, walks through
shoes displayed outside Westminster Cathedral. The display promotes Pope Francis’ refugee campaign, which
is calling for world leaders to back global agreements aimed at assisting refugees and migrants. — AFP 

Venezuelans 
defy Ecuador’s 
passport rules
IPIALES: Dozens of furious
Venezuelan migrants fleeing economic
misery in Venezuela for a new life else-
where on Sunday defied rules requir-
ing they hold a valid passport to cross
the border from Colombia into
Ecuador, and authorities appeared to
be allowing it. Hundreds of desperate
people who traveled days from
Venezuela, mostly by bus but some on
foot, were prevented from passing the
checkpoint near the southwestern
town of Ipiales by a regulation set by
Ecuador’s President Lenin Moreno
that kicked in on Saturday.

But as tension mounted in the
frigid Colombian mountain town,
migrants decided to risk being
detained and simply walked across
the ungated and loosely guarded bor-
der, having spent days in freezing
conditions at the Rumichaca crossing.
“We have no money, we need to move
on now and get our lives back,” said
Mayerly Isaguirre, out of breath from
dragging her belongings up the steep
hill at the Ecuadorian border.

The primary school teacher, 37,
was traveling with her boyfriend and
had planned to cross legally with her
Venezuelan national ID card en route
to find work in Peru, where other fam-
ily members successfully arrived
weeks ago. But they were stopped by
the new regulation. After more than
24 hours shivering from the cold at
the border, she took the chance.

“They haven’t told us anything - we
are just waiting around like idiots,”
she said, wheeling her fuchsia colored
suitcase across the open check point
as guards looked on.

Peru’s government announced
immigration measures similar to
Ecuador’s on Friday, with passport
requirements for Venezuelans begin-
ning on Aug 25. Ecuador on Sunday
said children and adolescents traveling
with their parents could cross without
passports. “They’re in limbo,” said
Gustavo Salvador, a Red Cross
Ecuador worker. “Many people who
are crossing illegally are going to be
hit by fines at Peru’s border, and these
people don’t have money.” Ecuador’s
foreign and interior ministries declined
to comment. A spokesman for
Colombia’s migration office could not
immediately be reached for comment.

On Sunday morning, arguments
broke out between migrants - those
rallying for people to move on into
Ecuador in groups while others
argued they should stay and do things

“the right way.” More than a million
Venezuelan migrants have entered
Colombia over the last 15 months,
according to official estimates, but
Ecuador, Peru and Brazil also have
received many. Over the last two years,
especially, many Venezuelans have
struggled to obtain passports amid the
OPEC nation’s political and economic
chaos. This year alone, 423,000
Venezuelans have entered Ecuador
through the Rumichaca border.

In Ipiales, Venezuelan migrants who
said they had hitchhiked for days were
huddled under blankets in tents.
Exhausted and hungry, they scraped
their last few pesos together to buy
food. Many like Jorge Luis Torrealba,
who traveled with 12 friends and family
members, including two small children,
were unable to find space in the tents
and were sleeping on the freezing con-
crete pavement. “We are from the
Caribbean, we can’t handle this cold,” he
said, shivering despite wearing four t-
shirts, two sweaters, two pairs of socks
and two pairs of jeans. — Reuters

UK govt steps in to 
run privately-run 
prison in ‘crisis’
LONDON: The British government yesterday took
back control of a privately-run prison after a watch-
dog found “a dramatic deterioration” and “appalling”
conditions. The justice ministry assumed control of
HMP Birmingham from private security company
G4S, following a damning inspection that found
“squalor, violence and the prevalence of drugs and
looming lack of control”.

In a first since Britain began contracting the run-
ning of some prisons to private companies in the early
1990s, it will run the jail in central England, one of the
largest in the country, for an initial six-month period.
“What we have seen at Birmingham is unacceptable
and it has become clear that drastic action is required
to bring about the improvements we require,” Prisons
Minister Rory Stewart said. “If conditions have not
returned to what we want... we would continue to run
that prison,” he told BBC Radio. The ministry has
appointed a new prison governor and management
team, deployed 30 extra officers and begun reducing
the jail’s population by 300 inmates to tackle the
problems.

The moves follow a scathing critique from Britain’s
Chief Inspector of Prisons Peter Clarke, who warned
Birmingham had “slipped into crisis”. He found prob-
lems ranging from widespread drug-use and associ-
ated violence, to vermin, uncollected rubbish and
dilapidated buildings, with staff found asleep or
locked in offices during an inspection. Among the
incidents of violence reported: an arson attack during
the week of the probe that destroyed nine staff vehi-
cles, including two being used by the inspection team.
“I was astounded that HMP Birmingham had been
allowed to deteriorate so dramatically,” Clarke wrote
in an August 16 letter to Justice Secretary David
Gauke calling for urgent action. — AFP

CORNELLA DE LLOBREGAT: The body of a man who tried to attack a police station is wheeled into a van in
Cornella near the northeastern Spanish city of Barcelona yesterday. — AFP 

PASTO: Venezuelan citizens travel on a truck’s car carrier trailer, on
the Pan-American highway, in a rural area of Pasto, Colombia, on
their way to the border with Ecuador. — AFP 


