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News in brief

Iran journalist jailed 
TEHRAN: An Iranian journalist has been sentenced to
10 years in prison for “insulting” an imam from the ninth
century on Twitter, his lawyer told local media yester-
day. Mir Mohammad-Hossein Mir-Esmaili, a journalist
for the Jahan-e Sanat daily, was arrested while trying to
leave the country in April 2017. It followed a Twitter
post in which he said Imam Reza, one of the 12 revered
figures in Iran’s dominant strand of Shiite Islam, was
“one of us”, implying that he would have allowed young
people to enjoy themselves. He made the statement as a
criticism of Friday prayer leader Ayatollah Ahmad
Alamolhoda, who has banned concerts in the holy city of
Mashhad which is home to the Imam Reza shrine. —AFP

Missing radioactive material
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian police are hunting for an
industrial device containing radioactive material that
went missing from the back of a pick-up truck earlier
this month, reports and an official said yesterday. The
radiography device disappeared on August 10 as it was
transported outside the capital Kuala Lumpur, the New
Straits Times newspaper reported. Authorities fear the
device, which contains the radioactive isotope iridium-
192 and, could fall into the hands of militants and be
used to make a dirty bomb, the paper said. Local police
chief Mazlan Mansor said an investigation had been
launched without giving further details. Deputy Home
Minister Azis Jamman confirmed the incident had taken
place but insisted “everything is under control”.  — AFP 

Keita declared ‘winner’
BAMAKO: Mali’s constitutional court yesterday con-
firmed President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita’s re-election in
a run-off ballot, rejecting fraud accusations by the
opposition candidate. The decision clears the way for
Keita to be inaugurated next month for a second five-
year term, at a time when Malian authorities are con-
tending with rising violence by jihadist groups and eth-
nic militia. Challenger Soumaila Cisse had contested the
electoral commission result of the Aug 12 vote, which
showed Keita winning 67 percent. The election was
tainted by armed attacks in the centre and north, where
hundreds of polling stations remained closed, and a
turnout of only 34 percent reflected fears of violence as
well as voter apathy. —Reuters

Egypt officer killed 
CAIRO: An Egyptian army captain has been killed by an
improvised explosive device blast in North Sinai during
a campaign to eliminate jihadists, medics said yesterday.
The officer died Sunday evening after an explosion hit
his vehicle west of the coastal city of El-Arish, a local
medical source said. The Egyptian army has since
February been conducting a major operation focused on
the Sinai Peninsula to wipe out jihadists from the Islamic
State group. The military says that over 250 suspected
jihadists and at least 35 soldiers have been killed in its
“Sinai 2018” operation. Jihadists launched an insurgency in
Sinai after the 2013 military overthrow of Egypt’s Islamist
president Mohamed Morsi, who was forced out by the mil-
itary in the face of mass protests against his rule. — AFP 

Five kids fight for life 
PARIS: A fire in a residential building near Paris on
Sunday left seven people with serious injuries including
five children who were in a “life-threatening” condition,
firefighters said. Some 16 people including 10 police
officers and a firefighter were also slightly hurt in the
blaze in Aubervilliers, northeast of Paris, which was later
brought under control, the fire service said. In the same
town less than a month ago, a fire in a housing complex
killed a mother and her three children aged 18 months to
six years, and left nine others injured. — AFP

Israel and US call on Europe to 
pressure Iran; Nuke row rages 

Iran’s foreign minister says US has ‘addiction to sanctions’ 
JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and US President Donald Trump’s national
security adviser met in Jerusalem yesterday and called
on European nations to do more to pressure Iran. John
Bolton arrived in Israel on Sunday for three days of talks
expected to focus mainly on Iran and its presence in
Syria. Netanyahu strongly urged Trump to withdraw
from the nuclear deal between Israel’s main enemy Iran
and world powers, and the
US president did so in May,
resulting in the reimposition
of sanctions.

Israel and the United
States have been closely
aligned on their approach to
Iran since Trump took office.
“I frankly believe that all
countries who care about
peace and security in the
Middle East should follow
America’s lead and ratchet
up the pressure on Iran,”
Netanyahu told journalists.
“Because the greater the pressure on Iran, the greater
the chance that the regime will roll back its aggression.
And everybody should join this effort.” 

The comments were a veiled reference to European
countries, which are seeking to save the nuclear deal
and have vowed to keep providing Iran with the eco-
nomic benefits it received from the accord. They argue
that the nuclear deal is working as intended in keeping
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons for now. Bolton
said “it’s a question of the highest importance for the
United States that Iran never get a deliverable nuclear
weapons capability.”

“It’s why President Trump withdrew from the
wretched Iran nuclear deal,” he said, speaking alongside
Netanyahu. “It’s why we’ve worked with our friends in
Europe to convince them of the need to take stronger

steps against the Iranian nuclear weapons and ballistic
missile program.” The United States and Israel argue the
deal was too limited in scope and timeframe while also
allowing Iran to finance militant activities in the region
due to the lifting of sanctions. Bolton’s trip will also take
him later in the week to Ukraine and Geneva, where he
will meet with his Russian counterpart Nikolai Patrushev
on Thursday.

The meeting in Geneva is
a follow-up to Trump’s high-
ly controversial July summit
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki,
according to the White
House. Iran is backing Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad
in his country’s civil war
along with Russia and
Lebanese Shiite militant
group Hezbollah. Netanyahu
has pledged to prevent Iran
from entrenching itself mili-
tarily in neighboring Syria,

and a series of recent strikes that have killed Iranians
there have been attributed to Israel. He has also pressed
Putin to guarantee that Iranian forces in Syria and their
allies, such as Hezbollah, will be kept far away from the
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.

‘Addiction to sanctions’
Meanwhile, Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad

Zarif said in an interview with CNN yesterday that
United States has an “addiction to sanctions.” “I believe
there is a disease in the United States and that is the
addiction to sanctions,” Zarif told the US broadcaster.
“Even during the Obama administration the United
States put more emphasis on keeping the sanctions it
had not lifted rather than implementing its obligation on
the sanctions it lifted.” 

It was Zarif’s first interview with Western media since
US President Donald Trump walked out of the 2015
nuclear deal in May, leading Washington to reimpose
sanctions earlier this month. “We felt that the United
States had learned that at least as far as Iran is con-

cerned, sanctions do produce economic hardship but do
not produce the political outcomes that they intended
them to produce,” he said. “I thought that the Americans
had learned that lesson. Unfortunately I was wrong,” he
said. — Agencies 
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Iran’s nuke deal: 
Developments 
since US walkout
TEHRAN: Key developments since the United States quit
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal three months ago and reim-
posed sanctions:

US walks away 
Donald Trump pulls the United States out of the land-

mark nuclear pact between world powers and Iran on May
8, reinstating Washington’s sanctions on Iran and compa-
nies with ties to the Islamic republic. “The Iran deal is
defective at its core,” he says. Washington warns other
countries to end trade and investment in Iran and stop
buying its oil or face punitive measures, and threatens for-
eign companies from dealing with Tehran. Iran’s regional
rivals Saudi Arabia and Israel applaud the decision. But
other parties to the deal - Britain, France, Germany, Russia
and China - say Iran has abided by its commitment and
that they are determined to save the agreement and ensure
continued economic benefits for Iran.

Threats to resume enrichment
On May 12 Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif says

Iran is preparing to resume “industrial-scale” uranium
enrichment, which is limited by the accord, unless Europe
provides solid guarantees to maintain trade ties reinstated
under the deal. Washington warns on May 21 that Iran will
be hit with the “strongest sanctions in history” unless it
capitulates to a series of demands aimed at curbing its mis-
sile program. On May 30 the US places several Iranian state
groups on its sanctions blacklist, accusing them of serious
human rights abuses and censorship. On June 4 Iran notifies
the International Atomic Energy Agency of the launch of a
plan to increase its uranium enrichment capacity.

Five powers back deal
A top US official says on July 2 that Washington is

determined to force Iran to change behavior by cutting its
oil exports to zero, confident the world has enough spare
oil capacity to cope. President Hassan Rouhani responds

on July 3, saying the United States can never prevent Iran
from exporting its oil. On July 6 Tehran’s five remaining
partners in the nuclear accord vow in Vienna to back “the
continuation of Iran’s export of oil and gas”. On July 16 EU
countries reject the US demand that they economically
isolate Tehran and move to give European firms legal cover
to operate in Iran. Iran calls on the UN’s top court, the
International Court of Justice, to order the United States
to immediately lift sanctions, claiming they are causing
“irreparable prejudice”.

War of words
On July 22 Rouhani tells the US it should not “play with

the lion’s tail” and warns any conflict with Iran would be
the “mother of all wars”. Trump responds with an all-caps
Twitter tirade warning against making threats to the
United States, “OR YOU WILL SUFFER CONSE-

QUENCES”. On July 30, however, Trump says he is ready
to meet Iranian leaders “anytime they want” and promises
“no preconditions”. “Threats, sanctions & PR stunts won’t
work,” Iran’s foreign minister says on Twitter.

Sanctions and repercussions
On August 7 Washington reimposes sanctions on Iran,

which Trump describes as the “most biting ever”. Within
hours German carmaker Daimler says it is halting its
business activities in Iran. On August 14 British group
Quercus, an investor in renewable energy, says it too will
cease all its activities in the country. On August 20 Iran’s
oil minister announces Total is quitting its multi-billion
dollar gas project in the country. It makes the French
energy giant the latest in a string of major international
companies to pull out, including Deutsche Telekom,
Deutsche Bahn and Air Liquide. — AFP 

Israel soldiers and 
Palestinian militia 
exchange gunfire 
JERUSALEM: Israeli soldiers and a Palestinian militant
exchanged gunfire on the Gaza border yesterday, the
army said, despite efforts to reach a long-term truce
between the two sides. Israel also kept its only crossing
for people into the blockaded Gaza Strip closed for a
second day in response to weekend border clashes. “A
terrorist shot at IDF troops in the northern Gaza Strip, in
response IDF troops shot towards the terrorist,” the army
said in a statement, referring to the Israel Defense Forces. 

No soldiers were wounded. On Sunday, Israel had
closed the Erez crossing with the Gaza Strip except for
humanitarian cases after weekend border clashes. A
spokeswoman for the Israeli defense ministry unit that
oversees the passage said that Erez remained closed yes-
terday and would be so “until further notice”. The closure
and border incidents occurred despite attempts by Egypt
and UN officials to reach a long-term truce between
Israel and Hamas, the Islamist movement that runs the
Gaza Strip.

The two sides have fought three wars since 2008.
Israel has enforced an air, land and sea blockade on the
Gaza Strip for more than a decade, but grants permission
to a limited number of people to cross for various rea-
sons. An average of around 1,000 Gazans cross through
Erez each day, mostly those in need of medical care but
also businesspeople, students and others, Israeli authori-
ties say. Israel had just last week reopened its only
goods crossing with Gaza after closing it to most deliv-

eries for more than a month over border tensions. Gaza’s
only other border is with Egypt but the Rafah crossing
with the enclave had largely been kept closed in recent
years. Cairo opened it in mid-May and it has mostly
remained so since. 

UN officials and Egypt have been seeking to secure a
long-term truce between Hamas and Israel to allow for

humanitarian issues in the impoverished enclave of two
million people to be addressed. Israel is demanding calm
and a return of the remains of two soldiers Hamas is
believed to be holding. Two Israeli civilians, both said to
be mentally unstable, are also believed to have entered
Gaza and to be held by Hamas. Israel is also seeking
their return. — AFP 

GAZA: Smoke from a tire fire rises as Palestinians protest near the border with Israel east Gaza City. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (right) speaks during a press conference with visiting US nation-
al security adviser John Bolton at the Prime Minister’s office in Jerusalem yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iranian students stand on an armored vehicle displayed at the Holy Defense Museum in the capital
Tehran. — AFP 


