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Recently, environmental police forcefully entered
the office of the head of the Cooperative
Society Union during a business meeting. The

director described the actions of the environmental
inspectors as provocative, adding they overreacted
and barged in without introducing themselves. The
inspectors claimed they were on a sudden inspection
tour to search for smoking violations.

Ever since environmental inspectors were given
authority and power, they have got into conflicts in
various locations. It’s true that they are doing their
job, but they should behave with respect. It seems
that many of them do not act properly, especially over
minor violations that are not really serious or impor-
tant for the community.

In March, environmental police had a problem at a
high school in Jabriya, when they arrested the princi-
pal of the school after he refused to let them into the
school when they claimed there were smoking viola-
tions in his office. In fact there are many more serious
violations and crimes happening than smoking in the
offices of some officials. In the end, an official has the
freedom to choose whatever type of decor he likes,
even an ashtray. If he is smoking in his office, he will
only harm himself and the guests sitting with him. 

Many people throw garbage in the street, which
was sanctioned even before the environmental law
was issued in 2015. Kuwait Municipality was in
charge of giving tickets to those littering in public
places, but the inspectors didn’t have any power and
the police only rarely gave tickets. Littering doesn’t
only cause visual pollution, but it may also be danger-
ous if it is a glass bottle that may injure pedestrians or
damage the tires of vehicles.    

After the environmental law was approved, inspec-
tors and the environmental police got the authority to
issue tickets to violators who litter in public places,
yet this is not happening and people are still littering.
People are avoiding some negative and harmful
behaviors that were badly affecting the environment,
such as grilling on the seaside and public beaches.
This only happened when tough penalties were
announced, which stopped people from this activity.
Also, the practice of hanging clothes to dry in bal-
conies has almost disappeared after violators were
fined. Stop abusing smokers and focus of those who
are destroying the environment with garbage and
other harmful behaviors that affect the whole commu-
nity and not just one person!

Environmental police
and smoking violations

By Nawara Fattahova
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: The osprey, also called the sea hawk, possesses specialized physical characteristics and exhibits unique behavior to assist in hunting and catching its prey, which mainly consists of fish. — Photo By
Jassem Al-Motar (KUNA)

Fifth Ring Road
west project
nearly complete
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Director of the western side of the Fifth
Ring Road project Abdellatif Shamsah said only 28 per-
cent remains of the project that costs KD 108.8 million.
He said the project aims at increasing the current road’s
capacity and reduce accidents. He said the project
includes an 11-km-long road of four lanes in each
direction, in addition to 11-km-long service roads with
four flyovers to link Ardiya, Andalus, Ferdous, Nahda,
Sulaibiya and Qairawan, besides linking Fifth Ring
Road with Doha Spur in all directions.

CBK’s Hashel
among top 10 bank
governors for
2018: Report
NEW YORK: Governor
of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK)
Mohammad Al-Hashel
was listed among the top
10 of Global Finance’s
Central Banker Report
Cards 2018. In a report
published recently by
Global Finance, Hashel
was rated ‘A’ grade; first in
Gulf region, fourth place
among Middle East and
North Africa bankers.
“Central bankers are confronting a perfect storm
of challenges, from unwinding quantitative easing
to shielding economies from political upheavals,”
said Global Finance publisher and editorial direc-
tor Joseph Giarraputo. “Our scorecards for this
public finance leader’s show who is maintaining
control and moving forward, and who is strug-
gling against slippery political or economic
changes,” Giarraputo was quoted as saying.

The annual report by Global Finance evaluates
the performance of more than 85 key countries’
central bank governors. Grades are based on an
‘A’ to ‘F’ scale for success in areas such as infla-
tion control, economic growth goals, currency
stability and interest rate management. ‘A’ repre-
sents an excellent performance down through ‘F’
for outright failure. — KUNA
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