
CAIRO: Faced with scenes of blood flowing
in rubbish-strewn roads and of streets littered
with animal entrails, authorities in the
Egyptian capital say they aim to crack down
on the outdoor slaughter that marks one of
Islam’s main holidays. Eid Al-Adha, or the fes-
tival of sacrifice, is marked by Muslims sacri-
ficing animals according to religious traditions
at the end of the hajj annual pilgrimage to
Makkah and Madinah.

Ahead of the holiday, which this year starts
today, temporary sheep markets have sprung
up amid the exhaust fumes and garbage heaps
of the sprawling metropolis. But the governor’s
office in Cairo insists it is on a “cleanliness”
drive to stop the widespread slaughter of ani-
mals in the distinctly unhygienic surroundings
of the city’s streets. To prevent the “barbaric
and unacceptable” spectacle, officials in each
neighborhood have been ordered to “strictly”
enforce laws prohibiting the practice, city
spokesman Khaled Mostafa told AFP.
Offenders risk a fine of at least 5,000 Egyptian
pounds ($280), a hefty sum that exceeds the
average monthly wage in the country.

In the crowded Sayeda Zainab neighbor-
hood near central Cairo, local merchants keep
the sheep up for sale for the feast down mud-
dy alleyways. Traders like Hussein Abul al-
Aziz say they welcome the push to eliminate
the killings in the streets and claim they don’t
engage in the practice. “It is unacceptable to
slaughter in the street, it must be done in an

abattoir with a veterinarian who examines the
animal and under the supervision of the
health ministry,” Aziz said, standing among his
well-fed beasts. But it’s clear that the message
from the authorities has not reached most peo-
ple. Local resident Ahmed Ragab shops
around for a sheep for Eid al-Adha. 
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Pilgrims seek forgiveness on 
Mount Arafat in hajj climax

More than 2 million faithful have gathered for five-day ritual
MOUNT ARAFAT, Saudi Arabia: A sea of pilgrims
ascended Mount Arafat in Saudi Arabia yesterday to pray
and repent, the climax of the annual hajj bringing together
more than two million Muslims from around the world.
Carrying brightly colored umbrellas under the blazing
sun, worshippers scaled the rocky hill southeast of the
holy city of Makkah to atone for their sins. Arms raised,
pilgrims repeated “There is no God but Allah” and “Allahu
Akbar” (God is Greatest). “The feeling is indescribable,”
said Umm Ahmad, 61, who made the journey from Egypt.

Nearly 2.4 million Muslims made the trip to western
Saudi Arabia, home to Islam’s holiest sites, according
to the kingdom’s statistics authority. Some of the pil-
grims - men in white seamless garments and women in
loose dresses - pushed elderly relatives in wheelchairs
on the second day of the hajj, one of the world’s largest
annual gatherings. Jai Saleem, a 37-year-old Pakistani,
said he cried when he and his wife arrived on Mount
Arafat, where Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) delivered
his final sermon. “It feels great,” he said. “I have always
seen this area, since my childhood, in photographs and
on television.”

After sunset prayers, pilgrims made their way down
Mount Arafat to Muzdalifah, another holy site where they
will sleep under the stars to prepare for the final stage of
hajj, a symbolic “stoning of the devil” ritual. Buses could
be seen parked around the hill as workers hurriedly
picked up empty water bottles near a yellow sign that
read “Arafat starts here” in both English and Arabic. “We
know that it’s a difficult task,” said Amna Khan, a 35-
year-old American Muslim pilgrim. 

“That’s why we are all here. We’re doing this to get
closer to Allah, to be absolved.” Pakistani pilgrim
Mohamed Forqan, 30, said it was a great day to be a
Muslim. “Here in Arafat we feel that we are born today
asking Allah to forgive our sins,” he said. 
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MAKKAH: Muslim pilgrims pray at Mount Arafat, also known as Jabal Al-Rahma (Mount of Mercy), during the climax of the hajj pilgrimage yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: A car passes by a security booth with a bullet hole in a window at
the entrance of the US Embassy yesterday. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkey and Qatar have signed a
swap deal to facilitate trade between the two
allies as the Turkish currency is battered by a
deepening spat with Washington, the Turkish
central bank said yesterday. The agreement
was signed in Doha on Friday before the mar-
kets closed for a one-week holiday for the
feast of Eid Al-Adha, it said in a statement.
“The swap agreement has been signed over
Turkish lira and Qatari riyal and concluded
with an overall limit of three billion USD,” it
added. “Core objective of the agreement is to

facilitate bilateral trade in respective local
currencies and support financial stability of
the two countries.”

Gas-rich Qatar last week promised to
make a $15 billion direct investment in Turkey
during a visit to Ankara by Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has thanked the amir
and the people of Qatar for “standing by
Turkey” while saying relations with Doha,
which he described as a “friendly and broth-
erly country,” would be boosted in many
areas. Turkey and Qatar - which is also a very
close US ally - have become economic and
political partners in recent times. 

Meanwhile, gunshots were fired at the US
embassy in Ankara early yesterday, without
causing any casualties, Turkish and
American officials said as tensions spiked
between the two NATO allies. Six shots
were fired at the embassy with three bullets
hitting the iron gate and exterior wall, the

Ankara governor’s office said, indicating
there were “no casualties”. Turkish police
detained one suspect in connection with the
attack, the state-run Anadolu news agency,
without providing any details.

Speaking to AFP, spokesman David Gainer
confirmed the embassy was investigating a
“security incident”.  “We have no reports of
any injuries and we are investigating the
details,” he said, thanking the Turkish police
for their “rapid response”. A bullet mark
could be clearly seen in the window of the
security booth, an AFP journalist at the scene
said. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu condemned it as a “provocative
attack” in a posting on Twitter. “We will make
sure that this incident is investigated quickly
and the perpetrators are brought to justice,”
he said.  The Turkish foreign ministry said
measures were taken to “ensure the security
of the US embassy in Ankara, other US 
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SOKCHO, South Korea: With tears
and cries, dozens of elderly and frail
South and North Korean family mem-
bers met yesterday for the first time
since the peninsula and their relation-
ships were torn apart by war nearly 70
years ago. Clasping one another, they
tried to bridge the decades of separa-
tion through precious physical contact
and by showing each other pictures of
their relatives. Many of the North
Korean women were clad in traditional
dresses, known as hanbok in the South
and joseon-ot in the North, and all had
the ubiquitous badges of the North’s
founder Kim Il Sung or his son and
successor Kim Jong Il, while the
Southerners wore their best suits.

As soon as 99-year-old South
Korean Han Shin-ja approached their
table, her two daughters - aged 69 and
72 - bowed their heads deeply

towards her and burst into tears. Han
also broke down, rubbing her cheeks
against theirs and holding their hands
tightly. “When I fled during the war...”
she began, choking back tears as if she
were about to apologize for leaving
them behind. Millions of people were
swept apart by the 1950-53 Korean
War, which separated brothers and
sisters, parents and children and hus-
bands and wives.
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Joy as Korean 
families meet 
after decades

MOUNT KUMGANG, North Korea:
South Korean Ham Sung-chan
(right), 93, hugs his North Korean
brother Ham Dong Chan, 79, during a
family reunion meeting at this resort
on the North’s southeastern coast
yesterday. — AFP 

Cairo looking to 
curb street sheep 
slaughter on Eid 

CAIRO: An Egyptian vendor feeds sheep as he waits for customers at a market on Aug
16, 2018, ahead of the Eid Al-Adha feast. — AFP 

Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan
wishes HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah, Cabinet members, heads of states around
the world, Kuwaitis, expatriates and our valued readers
Eid Mubarak. Due to the Eid holidays, Kuwait Times will
not be published from August 22 to 24. 

Eid Greetings


