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ARihanna documentary wil l  be
released in two months. The ‘Work’
hitmaker is the subject of a new film

by Peter Berg - who gave the star her first
major acting role in his 2012 movie
‘Battleship’ - and the director promised it
will offer a “comprehensive profile” of the
30-year-old singer and what has made her
so successful. He told SlashFilm: “I think
she’s an extraordinary young woman and it
really is kind of a pretty comprehensive
profile of what goes in to making her this
talent that she is. The work ethic, the talent,
luck, the hustle, the vision. She’s a really,
really interesting woman and the movie will
be out in about a month and half, two
months we’ll be able to start showing it.”
Details of the feature-length production
were first announced back in 2015. At the
time, the documentary was described as an
“unfiltered look into Rihanna’s life and how
she’s ascended to become a global icon”
and promised to be “much more a character
study than a music film.” It was suggested

the inspiration for the documentary was to
make it a contemporary version of DA
Pennebaker’s classic 1967 film about Bob
Dylan, ‘Don’t Look Back’. In April, it was
rumored that Rihanna has been working on
two new albums. The singer was reportedly
disappointed with how her last LP, ‘Anti’
performed, and is planning to storm the
charts with a double-disc record of sizzling
tracks. A source said at the time: “Rihanna
wasn’t happy with how her last album per-
formed - even though she loved how it
turned out, she knows she needs a new
project full of smash hits to avoid two
back-to-back flops. “She’s currently
recording two albums - one full of chart-
friendly songs, and another made up of
moody and experimental tracks - and is
considering releasing a double disc if she
feels the songs won’t mesh well on the
same album.” ‘Anti’ was released in 2016
and was placed at number 32 in the UK in
the end of year charts and five in the 2016
US Billboard 200.

Rihanna
documentary coming soon 
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Rod Stewart “had a good
laugh” at Bob Dylan’s album
of Frank Sinatra covers. The

‘Maggie May’ singer has always
counted the ‘Like a Rolling Stone’
hitmaker as one of his idols but
doesn’t think he made the right
choice in recording his own versions
of American standards, largely made
famous by the legendary crooner,
for his three most recent albums,
‘Shadows in the Night’, ‘Fallen
Angels’ and ‘Triplicate’. Rod - who
has recovered a number of cover
albums himself - said: “We all had a
good laugh at that one. “Me and the
band sat around and listened to the
one that came out about four years
ago. “He shouldn’t really try that
stuff. He should stay where he is.”
And the 73-year-old singer
slammed Bob, 77, for being a disap-
pointment on stage, insisting the folk
star and fellow music veteran Van
Morrison should do more to engage
with their audiences. He said: “He’s

one of my idols. I was very disap-
pointed when I went to see him in
concert though. “He doesn’t
acknowledge the audience. The
songs are nowhere near what
they’re meant to sound like. “Van
Morrison’s another one. He just puts
his head down and gets on with it. “I
got my three daughters tickets to
see him. Within two songs, they
were on their cell phones.
“Apparently, he told a joke on stage
about six months ago. But he’s great,
so is Bob.” However, Rod thinks the
‘Blowin’ in the Wind’ singer is one of
the greatest songwriters. He told
Uncut:” Him and Tom Waits are the
two people I look up to as lyricists.
They’re so good at imagery. “I don’t
have that quality in me, I just tell
stories. “For a song to work for me, I
have to connect with the lyrics and I
have to find them different. “I can’t
stand words that rhyme for the sake
of rhyming. “Tom Waits is an
absolute exception.”

Shawn Mendes insists it’s “physically
impossible” for him to drink alcohol
while on tour. The 20-year-old pop

star feels he has to be an “athlete” while on
the road because if he makes a mistake on
stage, he’s aware the social media age means
all of his fans will soon hear about it. He said:
“Have you sung on stage for 60 minutes?
It’s  hard. And almost impossible hungover.
There’s certain magic drugs that can help,
but I’m not interested in those, so when I’m
flying 10 hours and there’s a three-hour
drive to the venue and I’m doing three inter-
views, honestly, it’s physically impossible to
drink. You have to be an athlete in the pop
world, I’m not kidding.” Asked what Rolling
Stones legend Sir Mick Jagger would think
of his clean-living ways, he said: “He didn’t
have cellphones recording him 24/7. If he
sounded like s**t, no one would know. If I

mess up, it’s going viral.” But the ‘Treat You
Better’ hitmaker admitted he needs to find
more time to “enjoy life” instead of concen-
trating too much on his work. He told
Sunday Times Style magazine: “I actually
need to work on that. I’m not much of a
partier. Honest to God, I need to enjoy my
life more and stop worrying about work, but
I find it difficult.” However, Shawn does go
out sometimes and doesn’t feel he needs to
take an entourage with him. He said: “I don’t
worry about it. If people want a photo, then
I take the photo.” When he does have time
off, the ‘Stitches’ singer values time alone at
his home in Toronto. He said: “You’re out
touring and waking up in London one morn-
ing and Paris the next. Then one day you
wake up in your condo in Toronto and it’s
quiet and no one’s there. That’s literally
potion for writing music.”

Shawn Mendes 
can’t drink and sing 

Girls Trip 
set for sequel 
A‘Girls Trip’ sequel is in the works. The 2017

comedy starred Jada Pinkett Smith, Regina Hall,
Queen Latifah and Tiffany Haddish as a reunited

group of college friends and the actresses are trying to
co-ordinate their other commitments in order to make
a follow-up movie, though there are few details about
the project as yet. Reggina revealed to BuzzFeed
News: “We’re trying to make [a sequel] happen. “So
we’re trying to get everything together with the sched-
ule. I think they’re working on something. “I don’t
know where we’re going. I don’t know where the girls
are going, but... we’re going somewhere.” Jada previ-
ously admitted she was keen to make a sequel to the
road trip movie because she was so proud of how well
it had performed. She said: “We’ve talked about doing
a sequel, so we’ll see if it happens, but I think with the
success of the movie it will happen ... It’s just done $30
million at the weekend, so I’m so proud. They’re saying
that we’ve taken rated R comedies out of their slump
so it’s a nice moment for us for sure.  “The movie has a
lot of heart and great messages about empowerment
and living your truth so you get a little bit of every-
thing.” The 45-year-old actress believes the secret to
the success of the movie is that the four main stars and
the rest of the cast had so much fun during shooting
and that spirit of fun and camaraderie comes through
on the big screen. She added: “Making the movie was a
girls’ trip we really had a special bond and I think that
audiences can feel that. It’s naughty.” Universal has yet
to make an official announcement about ‘Girls Trip 2’.

Benedict Cumberbatch will receive £7.5
million for ‘Doctor Strange 2’. The 42-
year-old actor will reportedly see his

pay increased by £5 million more than he
received for the original Marvel Cinematic
Universe movie in 2016 for the upcoming
sequel, which is set to start filming next
spring and is expected to take up to six
months to complete. And his commitment to
the franchise means his work on popular
drama series ‘Sherlock’ - in which he plays
titular detective Sherlock Holmes - could be
delayed indefinitely. A source told the
Sunday Mirror newspaper: “Benedict has
become a huge player in the Marvel uni-
verse. “But the nature of the shoot for the
sequel means we’re looking at 2020 for the
next time we see the sleuth in a full series -
if it happens at all.” The British actor has

already made £4.2 million for playing
Doctor Strange in the first standalone movie,
‘Thor: Ragnarok’ and two ‘Avengers’ films.
And Benedict could be set to bring in more
if he finally gets his wish and sees his alter
ego land his own range of merchandise like
so many of his Marvel co-stars. He previ-
ously joked: “This is a point of contention.
“Tom Hiddleston, he comes back from doing
Thor and he’s like, ‘Look, dude!’ And he’s got
a Thor lunchbox, a Thor slurpy cup and Thor
backpacks. “And there’s Spider-Man back-
packs and Hulk backpacks too. “And I’m like,
‘I’m a Marvel superhero too! Where’s my
Doctor Strange backpack for Christ’s sake?
Where’s my merch? I can bloody manipu-
late time. I can fly!’ “Kids need to realise the
potential value of having a Doctor Strange
backpack.”

Benedict Cumberbatch set 
for huge Marvel pay rise 

Ving Rhames thinks Tom Cruise is get-
ting too old to do his own stunts. The
59-year-old actor stars opposite

Tom, 56, in the ‘Mission: Impossible’ series
and after his friend broke his ankle shooting
a scene for the latest movie in the series,
‘Mission: Impossible - Fallout’, he thinks it’s
time he left the tougher challenges to stunt
professionals. He told Empire magazine: “I
was in Los Angeles, getting ready to go to
London [when Tom broke his ankle]. “I’m
sorry he got injured, but (director
Christopher) McQuarrie got more time to
work on the script and I stayed home Tom’s
getting older now. I know he loves doing his
own stunts, but as a friend, after we get the
close-up, maybe we should let the stunt guy
do it. Maybe.” Simon Pegg was on a break
from filming when the accident happened
and though Tom’s fall - where he stumbled
after jumping onto a building - was caught
on camera, he won’t watch the footage. He
said: “I’d taken a break from production. I
went off to do ‘Slaughterhouse Rulez’ and
while I was away, my assistant phoned me
and said, ‘I think Tom has hurt himself.’ So
my week-long hiatus turned into three
months. “I still haven’t seen it. I refuse to
watch it. I’m squeamish about bones.” But
another star of the film, Vanessa Kirby, was
stunned by how quickly Tom bounced back
and threw himself back into work. She said:
“I wasn’t on set that day. It was a Sunday.
“One of the ADs rang me and said, ‘There’s
been an accident so I’m not sure filming is
going to go ahead tomorrow.’ Suddenly it

was three months later. Within a few months,
Tom was back running and doing loads of
things I couldn’t do.”

The ‘Behind Closed Doors’ hitmaker
would feel uncomfortable having his
life story played out on screen, but if

such a project was ever commissioned, he
thinks 13-year-old Junior - his oldest child
with ex-wife Katie Price - would be perfect
for the lead role. Asked who could play him
in a film of his life, he said: “My son would -
if anyone could it would be him. “I’d hate to
see it, as there’d be things about myself
where I’d be like, was I really acting like
that?” Junior has won a drama scholarship,
which starts in September, and his famous
father - who also has Princess, 11, with
Katie, and Amelia, four, and Theo, 20
months, with spouse Emily - thinks he’ll do
well. He told OK! magazine: “I think he’s
really good at the drama. “When I was
rehearsing lines for my upcoming film [‘The
Inheritance’], I was getting him to do some
of them with me - the non-swearing ones, of
course. And I just thought, ‘Wow, he is really
good.’ “He’s got a beautiful singing voice
too, so I think if he focuses the right way he
could be really good.” But the 45-year-old
star doesn’t want to push his son into show-
biz and would like him to wait until he’s old-
er before launching a career, just like his
own parents did when he was offered a
recording contract at the age of 16. He said:
“My dad wouldn’t let me sign [the contract].

“He signed it and made them have a side let-
ter stating they weren’t allowed to record
me until I finished school. They wanted to
make music with me at 16 and my dad just
wouldn’t allow it. At the time I was devastat-
ed, but looking back it was the best thing.
“Junior has got the whole of his adult life to
be a slave to a schedule - and not listen to
what I say.” — Bang Showbiz


