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In war-torn Syria, 
Russian aid helps 
families survive 
RASTAN: In regime-held central Syria,
Suleiman Berber carried his son in his arms, anx-
iously observing Russian soldiers unload food
parcels from a truck. His face suddenly lit up as
his wife managed to grab one, while journalists
on a media tour with Russia’s army watched on.
Seven years into Syria’s civil war, some 6.5 mil-
lion people in the country are unable to meet
their food needs, the United Nations says. In the
town of Rastan in the central province of Homs,
31-year-old Berber said he and his family
depend on aid from government ally Russia to
survive.

Before the regime returned to Rastan, “it was
really tough. We didn’t have enough to eat or
drink,” said Berber, dark rings under his eyes.
“Now there’s this aid, it’s better.”

Around him, dozens of Syrians and their chil-
dren, many dressed in dusty clothes, gathered to
receive parcels of rice, flour and condensed milk.
Each package bore Russia’s flag and the mes-
sage “Russia is with you” in Cyrillic script.
Backed by Russian warplanes since 2015,
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime has recov-
ered large parts of Syria through a combination
of deadly bombing campaigns, crippling sieges
and surrender deals. Assad’s forces took back
control of Rastan in May, under an agreement
that saw rebels and their family members bused
out of the town and up to northern Syria.

Farming ‘at a loss’ 
Russian army spokesman Igor Konachekov

said the regime ally delivers food to the town
once a day. “We will continue until the food situ-
ation in Syria improves,” he said. “After the war
is finished, it could still take several months.” In
July, the UN’s World Food Program distributed
food assistance to more than three million peo-
ple in Syria. “Soaring food and fuel prices, stag-
nant salaries, loss of livelihoods and reduced
food production have led to widespread food
insecurity across the country,” it said.

In the neighboring province of Hama, more
than a dozen Syrians worked away on a farm.
Ahmad Al-Tawil, the owner of the land, said
some had returned to work after they were dis-
placed to other parts of Syria or abroad. Others
had rented a plot to help feed their families, after
the fighting between rebels and regime fighters
subsided. 

“The fighting happened just five kilometers
from here,” Tawil explained, standing in an
orchard where he said he has found landmines.
“When the shooting got too intense, the workers
couldn’t come.” His yield has been good this
year, he said, after “lots of rain, which is perfect
for potatoes and fruit”. 

But due to low exports Tawil is selling them
cheap and his farm is “working at a loss”, he
said, complaining about the high price of fertiliz-
er. Regime forces now control 60 percent of the
country, after earlier this year securing control
of Damascus, the country’s centre and regaining
most of its southwest. Syria’s Prime Minister
Imad Khamis this week said developing the
agricultural sector was a priority in areas the
government controlled. Measures are to include
abolishing certain taxes for family agriculture
projects, a cabinet statement said. — AFP 

Angry US leader lashes out at 
Russia probe as ‘McCarthyism’

US points at China, not Russia, on election meddling
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump yesterday
angrily denounced the federal probe of Russia’s 2016 elec-
tion meddling as “McCarthyism at its WORST!,” insisting
he had authorized his White House counsel to testify to
bring the matter to a close. Trump’s Twitter storm was set
off by a front-page report in the New York Times that said
White House counsel Don McGahn had provided Special
Counsel Robert Mueller with an unusually detailed
account of Trump’s thinking
during key episodes under
investigation.

Trump-who had already
addressed the issue late
Saturday-stepped up his
attacks on the story and the
probe in a series of angry
morning tweets, slamming The
New York Times for implying
that McGahn had turned on
him. “I have nothing to hide ...
and have demanded trans-
parency so that this Rigged
and Disgusting Witch Hunt
can come to a close. “So many lives have been ruined
over nothing - McCarthyism at its WORST!” Mueller is
investigating whether the president sought to obstruct
justice as well as whether his campaign colluded with
Russia’s covert effort to sway the 2016 presidential elec-
tion in Trump’s favor.

In more than 30 hours of testimony over the past
nine months, the Times said McGahn laid out for inves-
tigators Trump’s fury over the probe and the ways in
which he asked McGahn to respond to it. Among the
episodes he testified to were Trump’s firing of former
FBI director James Comey, and his obsession with put-
ting a loyalist in charge of the probe, according to the
Times. It noted that McGahn played a key role in stop-
ping Trump from firing Mueller, who was made special
counsel after Comey’s firing.

Trump called the story a “Fake piece” and seemed par-
ticularly incensed at the suggestion that McGahn was a
“RAT” like John Dean, the former White House counsel
who testified against president Richard Nixon during the
Watergate scandal. 

“The Failing New York Times wrote a story that made it
seem like the White House Councel [sic] had TURNED on
the President, when in fact it is just the opposite - & the

two Fake reporters knew this.
This is why the Fake News
Media has become the
Enemy of the People. So bad
for America!” “Study the late
Joseph McCarthy, because
we are now in period with
Mueller and his gang that
make Joseph McCarthy look
like a baby! Rigged Witch
Hunt!” 

China, not Russia
Meanwhile, US National

Security Advisor John Bolton
yesterday singled out China, North Korea and Iran as
countries who could possibly meddle in American elec-
tions-as President Donald Trump railed about a probe into
Russian interference in 2016. Trump himself pointed the
finger of blame on Saturday, tweeting: “All of the fools that
are so focused on looking only at Russia should start also
looking in another direction, China.”  

When asked about the tweet, Bolton also mentioned
Beijing, which is currently at an impasse with Washington
on trade talks. “I can say definitively that it’s a sufficient
national security concern about Chinese meddling, Iranian
meddling and North Korean meddling that we’re taking
steps to try and prevent it,” Bolton told ABC News. “So all
four of those countries, really.”

When pressed for further details, especially with rela-
tion to China, Bolton was vague, saying he could not offer

details. “I’m telling you (that) looking at the 2018 election,
those are the four countries that we’re most concerned
about,” he told the network’s “This Week” news program. 

Trump has intensified his attacks on special counsel

Robert Mueller’s investigation into Russian interference in
the 2016 presidential election, and whether his campaign
team colluded with Moscow to sway the contest in the
Republican’s favor. — Agencies 

Many lives
have been

ruined over
nothing 

Brazilian border 
town drive out 
Venezuelans 
BRASILIA: Angry residents of a Brazilian border town,
Pacaraima, ran riot and drove out Venezuelan immigrants
on Saturday after a local restaurant owner was stabbed
and beaten, residents and government officials said. The
demonstrations forced hundreds of Venezuelans to flee
back across the frontier on foot and residents set fire to
the belongings they left behind and to tires to block the
only road crossing between the two countries, video
images released by the state of Roraima government
showed. The outburst of anger was sparked by the rob-
bery and severe beating of a resident in his home on
Friday night, Roraima state security secretary Giuliana
Castro said by telephone.

After crossing back into their country, Venezuelans
attacked a group of 30 Brazilians who were shopping
across the border and who had to be taken to a shelter,
Castro said. Venezuela’s Information Ministry did not
immediately respond to a request for information. Tens of
thousands of Venezuelans have poured over the border
into Roraima state over the last few years, fleeing econom-
ic and political turmoil in their country. The influx has
overwhelmed the state’s social services and brought a rise
in crime, prostitution and disease, as well as incidents of
xenophobia, Brazilian government officials say.

A Pacaraima resident who asked to be identified only
as Ismael said by telephone that four Venezuelans
allegedly entered the restaurant owner’s home, tied him
and his wife up and stabbed and beat the man severely
before robbing his house. “The people here are up in
arms. They are burning the belonging of Venezuelans

who were camped out here,” Ismael said. He said police
were looking for the four men.

“Out, out, out, go back to Venezuela,” demonstrators
shouted at the Venezuelans as they rushed passed the bor-
der post carrying what they could, video images distrib-
uted by the Roraima government showed. The four
Venezuelan suspects stole 23,000 reais ($5,800) from the
restaurant owner, identified only as Raimundo. He suffered
head injuries and was taken to hospital unconscious but
was reported to be out of danger, Castro said. Brazilian
army soldiers stationed at Pacaraima to help maintain
order asked Venezuelan immigrants to return across the
border for their own safety, Castro said.

Venezuela’s economy has been in steep decline and
there are periodic waves of protests against the leftist
government of President Nicolas Maduro. Maduro argues
that he is the victim of a Washington-led “economic war”
designed to sabotage his administration through sanctions
and price-gouging. 

“The only people responsible for this tragedy are
Maduro and his gang,” tweeted Venezuelan opposition
politician Ismael Garcia about the flare-up in Brazil. The
Roraima government has declared the immigration
influx a social crisis and asked Brazil’s federal govern-
ment to close the border, which it will not do for human-
itarian reasons. — Reuters

Gaza crossing 
shut down after 
border violence
JERUSALEM: Israel closed yesterday its only crossing for
people with the Gaza Strip except for humanitarian cases
after weekend border clashes, the latest tightening of its
blockade on the Palestinian enclave despite truce efforts.
The move could prevent Gazans from travelling via the
crossing for this week’s Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha,
which runs from Monday night until Thursday night, but
Israeli officials did not say how long the closure would last. 

Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman said in a
statement the closure was due to “violent incidents on the
border last Friday”. The Palestinian Authority civilian
affairs office in the Gaza Strip also confirmed the closure
except for medical cases and Palestinians seeking to cross
back into the enclave. Border protests and clashes on
Friday saw two Palestinians killed by Israeli gunfire. Israel’s
army said firebombs and improvised explosive devices
were also hurled at the border fence, while a number of
Palestinians briefly crossed into Israeli territory. 

No Israelis were reported wounded. The closure and
border incidents occurred despite attempts by Egypt and
UN officials to reach a long-term truce between Israel and
Hamas, the Islamist movement that runs the blockaded
Gaza Strip. Israel has enforced an air, land and sea block-
ade on the Gaza Strip for more than a decade, but grants
permission to a limited number of people to cross for vari-
ous reasons.

The two sides have fought three wars since 2008. Israel
had just last week reopened its only goods crossing with
Gaza after closing it to most deliveries for more than a
month over border tensions. Gaza’s only other border is
with Egypt but the Rafah crossing with the enclave had
largely been kept closed in recent years. Cairo opened it in
mid-May and it has mostly remained so since. Separately
yesterday, US President Donald Trump’s national security
adviser John Bolton arrived in Israel for talks with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at a time of shared concerns
over Syria, Iran and the Gaza Strip.

‘A big step forward’
Protests and clashes began on the Gaza border on

March 30 and have continued at varying levels since then.
At least 171 Gazans have been killed by Israeli fire during
that time. One Israeli soldier was shot dead by a Palestinian
sniper in July. There have also been several severe military
flare-ups, including three since July. The latest was on
August 9, when Israel responded to some 180 rockets and
mortars fired from Gaza with widespread air strikes.

UN officials and Egypt have been seeking to secure a
long-term truce between Hamas and Israel to allow for
humanitarian issues in the impoverished enclave of two
million people to be addressed. Israel is demanding calm
and a return of the remains of two soldiers Hamas is
believed to be holding. Two Israeli civilians, both said to be
mentally unstable, are also believed to have entered Gaza

and to be held by Hamas. Israel is also seeking their return.
Senior Hamas official Khalil Al-Hayya said on Friday that
he believed a durable truce with Israel was near. 

He said that UN and Egyptian talks taking place in
Egypt with various Palestinian factions have “taken a big
step forward towards understandings with the occupa-
tion... and the possibility of restoring calm”. An Israeli offi-
cial said on condition of anonymity Wednesday that an ini-
tial set of “understandings” had been reached with the
help of the UN and Egypt, leading to several days of calm
on the border last week and the opening of the goods
crossing. Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas has howev-
er expressed concern over any agreement that bypasses
the Palestinian Authority. Hamas and Abbas’s Fatah, based
in the occupied West Bank, have been deeply divided for
more than a decade. — AFP 

DEIR EL-BALAH: Relatives of Karim Abu Fatayer, a 30-year-old member of the Islamist movement Hamas’ military
wing Al-Qassam Brigades who was shot the day before while demonstrating near the border with Israel, mourn
during his funeral in Gaza. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks to the press before boarding Marine One at the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP 

PACARAIMA: Photo shows the remains of belongings of Venezuelans immigrants burnt by residents of the Brazilian
border town of Pacaraima after they attacked their two main makeshift camps. — AFP 


