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MATARAM: A strong earthquake rocked the Indonesian
island of Lombok yesterday, triggering landslides, damag-
ing buildings and sending people fleeing just two weeks
after a tremor killed more than 480 people there. The 6.3-
magnitude quake, centered in East Lombok, struck at a
relatively shallow depth of seven kilometers (four miles)
and was felt across the island, officials said.

It was the third major quake in less than a month to
rock the island, after deadly tremors on July 29 and
August 5 and numerous aftershocks. “The earthquake
caused people to panic and flee their houses,” national
disaster agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho
told Metro TV. “There have been no reports of death or
(serious) damage but people are traumatized.” At least
one person suffered minor injuries while two more

fainted from shock, he added. Landslides were reported
in a national park on Mount Rinjani where hundreds of
hikers had been briefly trapped after the quake in late
July. The park has been closed since then. Local disaster
mitigation agency spokesman Agung Pramuja said sev-
eral houses and other structures in the district of
Sembalun, on the slopes of Mount Rinjani, collapsed
yesterday after being damaged by the previous two
quakes. The structures included checkpoints once used
by trekkers climbing the mountain, Pramuja said, adding
that the exact number of damaged buildings was still
being checked.

Residents said the latest earthquake was felt strongly in
East Lombok. “I was driving to deliver aid to evacuees
when suddenly the electricity pole was swaying. I realized

it was an earthquake. “People started to scream and cry.
They all ran to the street,” East Lombok resident Agus
Salim told AFP.  The tremor was also felt in the island’s
capital Mataram and on the neighboring resort island of
Bali. “Everybody ran outside their house. They’re all gath-
ering in an open field, still terrified,” said Endri Susanto, a
children’s rights activist in Mataram. “People are trauma-
tized by the previous earthquakes and aftershocks never
seem to stop.”

‘Ring of Fire’
The latest tremor comes two weeks after a shallow 6.9-

magnitude quake on August 5 damaged tens of thousands
of homes, mosques and businesses across Lombok. At
least 481 people died and thousands were injured. The

hardest-hit region was in the north of the island, which has
suffered hundreds of aftershocks. A week before that
quake, a tremor surged through the island and killed 17.
The August 5 quake left more than 350,000 displaced,
with many sleeping under tents or tarpaulins near their
ruined homes or in evacuation shelters, while makeshift
medical facilities were set up to treat the injured. 

Badly damaged roads, particularly in the mountainous
north of the island, are a headache for relief agencies try-
ing to distribute aid. The economic toll of the quake is esti-
mated to be at least five trillion rupiah ($348 million).
Dubbed “The Island of a Thousand Mosques”, Muslim-
majority Lombok is a less popular destination than its
neighbor Bali, the Hindu-majority island that is the back-
bone of Indonesia’s $19.4 billion tourist sector. — AFP

Fresh quake rocks Indonesia’s Lombok
Strong earthquake triggers landslides, damaging buildings

Genoa’s death 
toll rises to 43 
GENOA: The toll of Genoa’s bridge col-
lapse rose to 43 yesterday as rescuers
confirmed they had found the remains
believed to be of a missing family, a day
after Italy held a funeral for the disaster
victims. Firefighters discovered the three
bodies, reported to be those of a couple
and their nine-year-old daughter,
overnight inside a car extracted from the
rubble of the viaduct. The findings mean
that all those reported missing after
Tuesday’s tragedy have now been
accounted for, although rescuers said the
would continue combing the wreckage. 

“The bodies of the final three missing
people were found overnight,” Italy’s fire
service said on Twitter yesterday. “The
fire service is continuing its inspection of
the area in order to rule out the eventual
presence of people not reported miss-
ing.” The announcement followed the dis-
covery Saturday of the body of a laborer
in his 30s in the rubble and the death of
another man in hospital. The disaster has
caused public outrage and unleashed a
fierce debate over the state of Italy’s
infrastructure.

Rome has blamed the collapse on
Autostrade per l’Italia, which manages
almost half of the country’s motorway
network including the stricken A10 road.
The prosecutor investigating the bridge
collapse has criticized past management
of Italy’s infrastructure.

Francesco Cozzi said the state had
“abdicated” its responsibility to ensure
road safety by handing motorway man-
agement to the private sector, in an inter-
view published yesterday. “The philoso-
phy of our system today sees a state
stripped of its powers, a sort of absent

owner,” he told the Corriere Della Sera
newspaper.

‘Won’t accept handouts’ 
Italy bid farewell to the victims,

including several children, in Saturday’s
solemn funeral that was boycotted by a
majority of the families, who resented the
presence of politicians and derided the
ceremony as “a farce”. Thousands of
mourners packed into a flower-filled
makeshift chapel where the coffins of 19
victims had been lined up. An imam led
prayers for two Muslim victims - a
poignant gesture in a staunchly Catholic
country where the far-right is now in
power and which has seen a rise in
attacks on foreigners. Shortly after the
official ceremony, Autostrade announced
it would make 500 million euros ($570
million) available to help those affected
by the tragedy and rebuild the partially
collapsed bridge.

The Morandi viaduct dates from the
1960s and has been riddled with structur-
al problems for decades, leading to
expensive maintenance and criticism from
engineering experts. The company’s boss
Giovanni Castellucci said it would take
eight months to build a new steel bridge
in place of what was left of the viaduct.
But co-deputy prime ministers Luigi Di
Maio and Matteo Salvini rejected the
offer as insufficient. Di Maio said “the
state won’t accept Autostrade’s handouts”
and demanded “credible compensation”,
while Salvini called the sum “the bare
minimum”. “If they think that they have
paid for their mistakes then they are mis-
taken,” said Salvini on Saturday.

The government plans to strip
Autostrade of all of its lucrative con-
tracts, which total 3,020 kilometres
(1,870 miles) of Italy’s 7,000 km-long
motorway network. The Liguria region,
where Genoa is located, declared a year-
long state of emergency in the aftermath
of the collapse. — AFP

PEMENANG: Indonesian Military shows a soldier talking to residents in Pemenang, northern Lombok, after a 6.9 magnitude earthquake struck. — AFP 

Forty years ago: 
Three popes in 
three months 
VATICAN CITY: The death 40 years ago of
Pope John Paul I, who reigned for just 33 days
in 1978, paved the way for the Roman
Catholic Church to have three pontiffs in three
months. And his death was followed by the
election of the first non-Italian pope in 400
years, John Paul II.

The ‘smiling pope’ 
On August 6, 1978, Pope Paul VI dies aged

80 of a heart attack after 15 years at the Vatican.
On August 26, Cardinal Albino Luciani-the
patriarch of Venice-is elected pope under the
name John Paul I. Aged 65, the son of a bricklay-
er from northern Italy has “two deep creases
which go right down to his chin, features which
tell of his peasant origin: Venetian mountain
people, simple, honest and hospitable,” AFP
reports at the time. He demonstrates a more
direct leadership style than his predecessors
and avoids ceremony wherever possible.

Highly sensitive to poverty, the man known as
the “smiling pope” for his warm and pastoral
demeanor, calls for a fair wage for all. But on the
night of September 28-29, he suddenly dies,
apparently of a heart attack, just 33 days after
his election. He becomes one of the shortest-
lived popes in history. The next morning, Vatican
workers gather around little portable radios
under the porch to discreetly listen to the news,
AFP reports. “To pilgrims who enter the basilica,
they have to answer the question ‘is it really true
that the pope has died?’ They reply ‘yes’ nod-
ding their heads solemnly.”

Poisoned? 
The Vatican refuses to perform an autopsy,

with speculation stirred by discrepancies
between the official story of the discovery of
his body and the facts. “The pope was found
on Fr iday morn ing wi th  a  serene  face ,

whereas, according to a reliable Vatican
source, the reported myocardial infarction
should have affected his limbs or his facial
features,” AFP wrote.

Providence, negligence-intentional or not-of
his own health, or a conspiracy: numerous theo-
ries will question the official account. In 1984,
British author David Yallop, who writes mostly
about unsolved crimes, publishes “In God’s
Name” which suggests John Paul I was poi-
soned because he was determined to oppose
the domination of the Vatican by the notorious
P-2 masonic lodge. The Holy See dismisses the
theory as “completely absurd”. The book is
published in 30 countries and is translated into
nine languages.

According to other conspiracy theories, the
pope wanted to address alleged corruption at
the Vatican Bank, notably involving its president,
Monsignor Paul Marcinkus, who was suspected
of links to the mafia. A 2017 book by Italian
journalist Stefania Falasca, however, refutes the
criminal hypotheses. She says he was found in
the early morning by a nun who said he was sit-
ting on his bed wearing reading glasses with
several typewritten sheets in his hands.  The
Vatican baulked at the idea of telling the world a
woman had been in his bedroom and seen the
body, so it changed the story, Falasca claims.

First non-Italian pope
Rocked by the death of two popes in the

space of two months, the Church has to find a
successor. “It was already difficult to find a suc-
cessor to Paul VI. How will the cardinals find
such a good, such a cordial pope as Pope
Luciani?” one retired woman said. On October
16, after eight rounds of voting, white smoke
finally emerges from the Sistine Chapel, the sig-
nal from the 111 cardinals that a new pope has
been elected. The massive crowd waiting in St
Peter’s Square celebrates joyfully. “Non-Italian
pope elected” AFP flashes, even before giving
the name. Against all expectations, the 58-year-
old Polish Archbishop of Krakow, Karol Wojtyla,
is chosen by the conclave. It is a small revolution
for the Church, which has not had a non-Italian
pope in more than 400 years.

Wojtyla adopts the name of John Paul II in

homage to his predecessor. He is enthroned on
October 22, 1978 at the height of the Cold War.
Charismatic, a stickler for tradition,  a doctrinal
conservative while embracing modern ways of
spreading the Gospel, he is credited with helping
to bring down communism in eastern Europe while
fighting against unbridled capitalism. Although he
does not succeed in fulfilling all his commitments,
he is idolized by many worshippers as “God’s ath-
lete” for his physical presence. He dies in 2005
after suffering for years from Parkinson’s disease
and is made a saint in 2014. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Pope Francis greets Donald
Cardinal  Wuerl  ( left) , Archbishop of
Washington, at the Apostolic Nunciature to the
United States upon returning from his visit to
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. — AFP 


