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Ronaldo makes a winning debut 

VERONA: Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ronaldo
missed chances to score on his Serie A debut as defend-
ing champions Juventus snatched a late 3-2 win against
Chievo in a thrilling opening match of the 2018-2019
league season yesterday. Ronaldo, 33, joined from Real
Madrid last month in a deal worth 100 million euros
($114.5 million). Substitute Federico Bernardeschi
scored the winner two minutes into injury time with

Germany international Sami Khedira opening the scor-
ing after just three minutes at the Bentegodi Stadium.

Chievo’s Mattia Bani turned into his own net after 75
minutes following pressure from Leonardo Bonucci to
pull the champions level after the home side had taken a
shock 2-1 lead. Polish striker Mariusz Stepinski had
headed in and an Emanuele Giaccherini penalty gave the
Flying Donkeys hope of a rare win over the Turin giants.

Mario Mandzukic had a goal disallowed late in the game
following an incident which floored Chievo goalkeeper
Stefano Sorrentino who required medical assistance.

But Bernardeschi finished off an Alex Sandro assist
to seal the first three points for the champions as they
target an eighth straight league title. The game had
been preceded by a minute’s silence for the victims of
the Genoa bridge disaster with players taking to the

pitch wearing black armbands. The opening round of
matches involving both Genoa teams were postponed
because of the bridge collapse in the port city.
Sampdoria had been due to host Fiorentina and Genoa
to travel to AC Milan. Meanwhile, another big name
arrival in Serie A, Carlo Ancelotti makes his debut as
Napoli coach as last year’s runners-up take on Lazio in
Rome later.—AFP 

Champions Juventus snatch 3-2 win 

LONDON: Eden Hazard came off the bench
to provide the winner for Marcos Alonso as
Chelsea edged a thrilling London derby 3-2
over Arsenal yesterday to condemn new
Arsenal boss Unai Emery to a second con-
secutive defeat. Contrastingly, Chelsea sit
top of the embryonic Premier League table
thanks to a perfect start under Maurizio
Sarri, but made life difficult for themselves
after racing into a 2-0 lead inside 20 min-
utes through Pedro Rodriguez and Alvaro
Morata. 

Arsenal were level by half-time as
Henrikh Mkhitaryan and Alex Iwobi netted.
Yet the Gunners were left to rue wasting a
host of other glorious chances before
Hazard provided the inspiration in his cameo
appearance to swing an enthralling
encounter Chelsea’s way. Chelsea cruised to
victory at Huddersfield, whilst Arsenal were

outclassed by champions Manchester City
on the opening weekend of the season. 

But given the chasm in quality between
their opponents this promised to be a much
truer test of where both sides stand in their
bid to get back into the top four after miss-
ing out on the Champions League this sea-
son. And it didn’t disappoint as a thrilling 90
minutes gave both coaches plenty of cause
for optimism, but also demonstrated defen-
sive frailties that are likely to prevent a seri-
ous title challenge from either side.

Jorginho key
Chelsea beat City to the signing of

Jorginho to reunite the Italian international
with Sarri after three seasons together at
Napoli and is already becoming key to
Sarri’s change of system at Stamford Bridge.
He opened up the Arsenal defense to open
the scoring with one pass into Alonso,
whose cross was turned into the bottom
corner by Pedro. Despite being outplayed
for most of the opening period, Arsenal
could easily have scored seven times before
the break but for some woeful finishing.
Mesut Ozil flashed a great chance wide sec-
onds before Chelsea’s opener and Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang then skied over with
the goal at his mercy and the chance to lev-

el. Seconds later, Arsenal trailed 2-0 as
Morata raced onto a long ball over the top
and turned inside Shkodran Mustafi before
firing home his first goal of the season.

Arsenal rue finishing 
Mkhitaryan followed Aubameyang’s

example by somehow also blazing over an
almost identical chance from close range.
The Armenian made amends to spark
Arsenal’s fightback eight minutes before the
break, though, with a fiercely struck low
shot that had too much power for the
world’s most expensive goalkeeper, Kepa
Arrizabalaga. If Kepa could have been
questioned for the first goal he has conced-
ed in English football after an 80 million
euro move from Athletic Bilbao, he was
helpless as Arsenal equalized four minutes
later when Iwobi smashed home
Mkhitaryan’s cross. There was still time for
Aubameyang and Iwobi to pass up another
two great chances as Arsenal ended the half
on top.

Both sides tightened up after the break
as Emery introduced tough-tackling
Uruguayan midfielder Lucas Torreria. But
there were still chances at either end as
Petr Cech turned Ross Barkley’s low effort
behind before Aubameyang was unfortu-

nate to be wrongly flagged offside
when he did finally find the net. Sarri
believes Hazard isn’t yet ready for 90 min-
utes after his exertions with Belgium at the

World Cup. But he still proved a match win-
ner by easing past Hector Bellerin before
providing a low cross for Alonso to sweep
home 10 minutes from time.— AFP 

Chelsea stun 
Arsenal in a 
5-goal thriller 

VERONA: (From left) Chievo’s Serbian midfielder, Ivan Radovanovic, Juventus’ Portuguese forward, Cristiano Ronaldo, and Chievo’s defender Michele Rigione go for the ball during the Italian Serie A football match AC Chievo
vs Juventus yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Chelsea’s Spanish defender Marcos Alonso (4th right) shoots to score their third
goal during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Arsenal at
Stamford Bridge in London yesterday. — AFP 


