
ANKARA: Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan declared yesterday
that his country would not be cowed by
the United States, his latest broadside
in the bitter feud between Ankara and
Washington. The two NATO members
are at odds over Turkey’s detention of
an American pastor, which has trig-
gered a trade row and sent the local
currency the lira into a tailspin. 

“We will not surrender to those who
present themselves as a strategic part-
ner while at the same time trying to
make us a strategic target,” Erdogan
said at a congress of his ruling Justice
and Development Party (AKP). “Some
people threaten us with economy, sanc-
tions, foreign currency exchange rates,
interest rates and inflation. We know
your shenanigans and we will defy you.”
At the end of congress, delegates unan-
imously re-elected Erdogan as head of
the AKP, the state news agency Anadolu
reported. 

Last week, US President Donald
Trump said he had doubled the tariffs
on aluminium and steel tariffs from
Turkey, prompting Ankara to sharply
hike tariffs on several US products. And
Turkey on Friday threatened to respond
in kind if Washington imposed further
sanctions, while a court rejected anoth-
er appeal to free pastor Andrew
Brunson, who has been held for almost

two years on terror charges. The lira
has nosedived against the dollar, drop-
ping as much as 20 percent on one day
last week. It sunk to a low of well over
seven to the dollar earlier this week but
was trading at just over six to the dollar
on Friday - a loss of 40 percent since
the start of the year.

The collapse of the currency has
been blamed both on the tensions with
the United States and Erdogan’s
increasing hold on Turkey’s economy
and his refusal to allow the central bank
to raise interest rates. Meanwhile,
Erdogan told the AKP congress that
Turkey would press on with and expand
its cross-border military operations.
Turkey sent troops into northern Syria
two years ago to fight against the
Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG).

The YPG forms the backbone of the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), the
Kurdish-Arab alliance that has received
extensive backing from the US-led
coalition in the battle agains the Islamic
State group. But Turkey accuses the
YPG of being the Syrian branch of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), a rebel
group blacklisted by Ankara and its
Western allies. The Turkish army has
also increased its strikes against PKK
rear bases in the north of Iraq in the
past few months. — AFP 
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Kareem, a travel agent, pointing out that airlines are
trying to make maximum adjustments. Some airlines are
redirecting their flights from Cochin to Bangalore,
Trivandrum or Chennai.

“We were planning to travel tomorrow to Kerala as
we wanted to spend the Eid holiday with our aged par-
ents. Now the airline informed us that my bookings have
been cancelled,” said Aziz Ibrahim, an expat from the
Vayanad district of Kerala, one of the worst-affected
regions in the state. Indians in Kuwait, like their counter-
parts outside India, are worried about the safety of their
relatives back home. 

In Kerala, rescuers in helicopters and boats fought
through renewed torrential rain yesterday to reach
stranded villages, as the toll from the worst monsoon
floods in a century rose above 320 dead. Dozens of mili-
tary and coastguard helicopters took troops to high risk
areas seeking people trapped on the roofs of submerged
buildings. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
described the crisis as “devastating” after visiting Kerala.

Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan announced late
Friday that the monsoon death toll had dramatically risen
to 324. Media reports said at least another 14 bodies
were found yesterday and state officials said they
expected the number to rise as more landslides were
reported and dam levels remained dangerously high. No
new official toll was given however. With power and
communication lines down, thousands remained trapped
in towns and villages cut off by the floods amid growing
shortages of food and water. Helicopters have been
dropping emergency food and water supplies across
Kerala, while special trains carrying drinking water and
rice have been sent to the state.

With rain alerts hanging over much of the state,
dozens of dam and reservoir gates across the state have
had to be opened as the waters reached danger levels,
inundating many villages downstream. Particular fears
have been raised for Chengannur, about 120 km north of

the state capital Thiruvananthapuram, which has been
cut off for four days. Troops and military boats have
been sent to the town and media reports said bodies had
been found. 

Saji Cherian, who represents Chengannur in the
Kerala assembly, said he feared there were at least 50
dead in the town and broke down in tears as he pleaded
for more help on Asianet TV late Friday. “Please give us a
helicopter. I am begging you. Please help me, people in
my place will die. Please help us. There is no other solu-
tion, people have to be airlifted,” he said. “We did what
we can with fishing boats we procured using our politi-
cal clout. But we can’t do more.”

With no end in sight to the rains, people all over the
state of 33 million have made panic-stricken appeals on
social media for help, saying they cannot make contact
with rescue services. Some say they are trapped inside
temples and hospitals as well as submerged homes.
Authorities have warned that rains and strong winds are
predicted for many parts of Kerala yesterday and today.

Prime Minister Modi arrived in Kerala on Friday night
and held meetings with state leaders and went on a brief
air inspection tour. “I took stock of the situation arising
in the wake of the devastating floods across the state,”
Modi said in a Twitter statement. An immediate grant of
$75 million was offered by the government. Other state
governments promised nearly $20 million. 

Opposition Congress party leader Rahul Gandhi
demanded though that Modi declare the flood crisis a
“national disaster”. Dozens of military helicopters stepped
up rescue operations across the state and in one a heavily
pregnant woman Sajita Jabeel, 25, gave birth just after her
rescue, an Indian Navy spokesman said. “It was a very
critical case, the lady was in labor, her water had broken,”
the pilot Commandeer Vijay Verma told News18 televi-
sion. “We took a doctor along, we winched her up, it took
some time though because we had to winch down two
people to help her get on to the strop.”

Another pilot, Captain P Rajkumar, winched 26 peo-
ple up from a rooftop after guiding the helicopter
through trees and other houses. A video of his Sea King
pulling up the victims has been widely shared on social
media. He ended up with 32 people in his Sea King heli-
copter. Rajkumar was given the Shaurya Chakra medal
for bravery this week after lifting a fisherman from the
sea when cyclone Ockhi hit India last year. 

Kerala floods disrupt
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in Geneva, died in hospital in the German-speaking
part of the country, Swiss news agency ATS reported.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable to Ghanaian
President Nana Akufo-Addo, offering sincere condo-
lences over the death of Annan. In the cable, the Amir
recalled Anan’s accomplishments and illustrious perform-
ance in serving international issues, as well as his keenness
on promoting the UN’s role in safeguarding international
security and peace during his tenure. 

HH Sheikh Sabah also sent a cable of condolences to
the Elders on the passing away of Annan, the Elders’
chairman. The Amir paid tribute to contributions of the
deceased within the Elders and his commitment to boost
the role of the Elders in preventing wars and conflicts,
protecting human rights and spreading peace and securi-
ty. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent similar cables. 

Current UN chief Antonio Guterres described his
predecessor as “a guiding force for good”. “In many ways,
Kofi Annan was the United Nations,” he said. “He rose
through the ranks to lead the organisation into the new
millennium with matchless dignity and determination.” UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein said Annan was “a friend to thousands and a

leader of millions”. “Kofi was humanity’s best example, the
epitome, of human decency and grace.” The UN said it
would fly flags at half-mast at all of its locations around
the world through Tuesday. Akufo-Addo announced a
week of mourning for “one of our greatest compatriots”.

In 2001, as the world was reeling from the Sept 11
attacks in the United States, Annan was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize jointly with the world body “for their
work for a better organized and more peaceful world”.
Another Nobel laureate, retired South African arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, described Annan as “an out-
standing human being who represented our continent
and the world with enormous graciousness, integrity
and distinction”.

Born in Kumasi, the capital city of Ghana’s Ashanti
region, Annan devoted four decades of his working life to
the UN and was the first chief to rise from within the
organization’s ranks. In 1993, he took over as peacekeep-
ing chief - a position he held through two of the UN’s
darkest chapters: The Rwandan genocide and the Bosnian
war. His tenure as UN chief was tarnished by a 2005
investigation of Annan and his son over the oil-for-food
scandal, seen by some as payback for his comments that
the 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq was “illegal”.

An inquiry cleared Annan of any serious wrongdoing,
but found ethical and management lapses linked to his
son Kojo’s ties with a Swiss firm that won lucrative con-
tracts in the oil-for-food scheme. Annan later admitted
the scandal had sorely tested his mettle not only as secre-
tary-general, but as a father. Despite the lows, he left the
post as one of the most popular UN leaders ever, and
was considered a “diplomatic rock star” in international
diplomatic circles. — Agencies  
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Khan’s third wife Bushra Bibi kept her eyes cast
modestly downwards during Saturday’s ceremony. It
was her first public appearance since their wedding
earlier this year, and she appeared escorted by tight
security and covered from head to toe in a white niqab,
a conservative garment by Pakistani standards. Khan
had invited the rest of the 1992 cricket team to the cer-
emony, and fast bowler Wasim Akram was pictured
smiling among the crowd.

Another cricketer-turned-politician, India’s Navjot
Singh Sidhu, was seated in the front row and earlier
warmly embraced the powerful Pakistan army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa. Later, Khan went to the
Prime Minister’s house in the capital, where he was
met by a guard of honor. Khan campaigned on prom-
ises to end widespread graft while building an “Islamic
welfare state”.

“I promise to my God that everyone who looted this
country will be made accountable,” he said in Friday’s
speech to parliament. He also defended himself against
widespread claims the military had targeted the formerly
ruling PML-N, especially its leader Nawaz Sharif, and
fixed the playing field in Khan’s favor. “No dictator has
taken care of me. I am standing here in this parliament on
my own feet,” he told the raucous assembly as opposi-
tion members shouted protest slogans.

Pakistan’s 71-year history has been punctuated by
coups and assassinations and the 2018 election was
only its second ever democratic transition of power
from one civilian government to another. No prime
minister of Pakistan has ever completed a full five-year
term. Khan will have to contend with the same issue as

many predecessors: how to maintain a power balance
in civil-military relations.  The new 15-member cabinet
was announced by PTI in a tweet. 

Shah Mahmood Qureshi, who previously served as
foreign minister under a PPP government until 2011
when he switched to PTI, returns to the role. Pervez
Khattak, the former chief minister of Khan’s stronghold
in Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, was appointed defense min-
ister. Khan and his cabinet face a myriad of challenges
including militant extremism, water shortages, and a
rapidly growing population negating growth in the
developing country, among others.

A massive power outage that plunged over 60 per-
cent of the port city of Karachi and southwestern
Balochistan province Friday evening starkly highlight-
ed a chronic energy crisis the country faces. Most
pressing is a looming economic crisis, with speculation
that Pakistan will have to seek a bailout from the
International Monetary Fund. PTI fell short of an out-
right majority in the July 25 vote, forcing Khan to part-
ner with smaller parties and independents in order to
form a government.

But it retained its stronghold in northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province and has made an
alliance with regional parties in Balochistan. The party
is also expected to form a coalition government in
powerful Punjab, formerly a PML-N stronghold.
Southern Sindh province remains in the hands of the
PPP. PTI secured the positions of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker in the National Assembly - putting Khan in a
strong position to act on his legislative agenda.

In the West, Khan is often seen as a celebrity whose
high-profile romances were tabloid fodder. But at home
he cuts a more conservative persona as a devout
Muslim who believes feminism has degraded mother-
hood. Known in Pakistan as “Taleban Khan” for his calls
to hold talks with insurgents, he increasingly catered to
religious hardliners during the campaign, spurring fears
his leadership could embolden extremists. — AFP 
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Each napper will have three hours of access to the
pods, which are imported from Japan at cost of around
$1,114 each. When the pilgrim wakes for prayer time -
five times daily in Islam - workers will sterilize the pod
before handing it over to the next pilgrim. “The idea
already exists globally, in Japan for example, and in
several cities across the world,” Amer said. “We believe
it’s extremely well-suited for crowded places in our
holy sites and in Makkah.”

But for hajj, which takes pilgrims across Makkah and
Mina - two cities in western Saudi Arabia home to the
holiest sites of Islam - the pods were also inspired by
the rising popularity of car- and bike-sharing. “The
capsules work through a share economy, like bicycles
that you can rent for an hour and then leave for some-
one else,” said Amer. A trial run of 12 pods earlier this

year was, he said, a success. Amer estimates 60 people
used each pod every day during the holy fasting month
of Ramadan.

The hajj presents the Saudi authorities with major
logistical challenges, as Islam is currently the world’s
fastest-growing religion, according to the Pew
research center. Providing accommodation for two mil-
lion pilgrims is no small feat, with travellers staying in
everything from five-star hotels to tents pitched in
empty lots. Saudi authorities are pushing a “smart hajj”
initiative to meet with the growing demands of hajj,
which coincide with the kingdom’s unprecedented
modernization drive.

Every Muslim is required to complete the hajj at
least once in their lifetime if they have the means to do
so. The annual pilgrimage sees the Muslim faithful gath-
er in Makkah, all clad in white, to perform rituals
around the black Kaaba cube. The hajj also features a
symbolic stoning of the devil ceremony, marking the
start of Eid Al-Adha, a three-day feast. Eid Al-Adha
includes the slaughter of sheep, with the meat distrib-
uted to Muslims in need. The ritual symbolizes
Abraham’s (PBUH) willingness to sacrifice his son,
Ismael (PBUH), on the order of God. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his wife Emine greet supporters of the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) during the
sixth congress of the AKP to prepare for March local elections yesterday. — AFP 
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MAKKAH: A Saudi man sits inside a sleep pod on Aug 16, 2018. —  AFP 


