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adonna’s record label never expected 1984’s ‘Like a Virgin’ to
sell three million copies - let alone 28 million. Chic legend
Nile Rodgers, who produced the 60-year-old Queen of Pop’s
second studio album - which featured top five hits ‘Material

Girl’ and the album title track - has revealed he pitched to Sire Records
boss Seymour Stein that if the record shifted more than three million
units, he’d like to have a large percentage of the royalties. Seymour later
confessed to the ‘Le Freak hitmaker that he’d lied about the sales of
Madonna’s 1983 debut self-titled LP, which he later admitted only sold
200,000 copies. The 65-year-old studio wizard - who first met
Madonna at a nightclub in New York in the 80s when she was just 25 -
recalled to The Sun newspaper: “I was told her first album had sold
375,000 copies but Seymour told me the truth a few months ago in
Ibiza. It was more like 200,000. “I said, ‘What!?’ And he said, ‘We
couldn’t sell that album for nothing. People just gravitated towards the
singles. “‘They bought ‘Holiday’ and ‘Everybody’ as 12-inch records but
nobody would touch the album.’ “And I said, ‘So you mean at that first

meeting, you guys were lying to me?’ and he replied, ‘Yeah!’ I just said,
‘Wow!’” The ‘Get Lucky’ guitarist had just recorded late music icon
David Bowie’s album ‘Let Dance’ - which went platinum in the US - but
taking a chance on the former doughnut shop waitress, even though
the label had doubts in his confidence in the young star, paid off. He
continued: “The reason I got such a huge producer royalty was
because her first album hadn’t sold that well.” He had told Seymour: “I
can guarantee you that I will sell three million albums with this girl,
guarantee you!” He added: “They looked at me and started laughing.
They said, ‘Three million albums? Her album’s been out a year and
she’s only sold 375,000?.?.?.?’ and she hadn’t even sold that! “I said,
‘Here’s the deal. I don’t want any money now, but if I go over the three
million mark, you gotta pay me a high percentage. “They were like,
‘Sure! You sell three million we’ll be jumping up and down. We’ll take
the bet.’ “The Like A Virgin album has sold 28million. I bet they wish
they could redo that deal!”

Madonna surpassed label’s 
expectation for Like a Virgin 
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Reid ready
for new

American Pie
ara Reid thinks there’s going to be another
‘American Pie’ movie. The 42-year-old actress
played Vicky Lathum in the original 1999
movie, it’s 2001 sequel, and the fourth install-

ment, ‘American Reunion, in 2012, and she’s excited about
the possibility of reprising the role again in the near
future. Asked if she’d do more ‘American Pie’ movies, she
said: “Absolutely, and I think there could be one more. “A
couple of weeks ago I was at a party and I ran into the
directors. “I was like, ‘Come on guys, when are you going
to make another ‘American Pie’?’ They said, ‘I think it’s
going to happen.’ They’ve never said that before.” Tara’s
also been a firm fixture in the ‘Sharknado’ series but with
the franchise coming to an end with the upcoming sixth
movie, ‘The Last Sharknado: It’s About Time’, she’s look-
ing forward to doing something new. She told Britain’s
Star magazine: “It’s a crazy feeling to think we’re not
doing it any more after six years. “Next year, when
January rolls around, it won’t be ‘Sharknado’ season, but
hopefully I’ll be doing other films and won’t miss it so
much. There’ll definitely be a melancholy feeling.” And the
blonde beauty has a number of new projects in the
pipeline. She said: “I’m in several movies. One is ‘Party
Bus To Hell’, about these kids going to a music festival in
a bus that breaks down in the desert and it turns into a
nightmare. “There’s also one called ‘Art Of The Dead’
about paintings that are haunted. “Another is ‘Attraction’.
I play an FBI agent who finds terrorist groups. You’ll see
a range to my acting that you’ve not seen for a while.”

T

Byrne praises
‘matinee’ idol

Wahlberg
ose Byrne says Mark Wahlberg is a
“matinee idol”. The pair have worked
together on new movie ‘Instant Family’
and Rose, 39, loved working with the
former rapper and model because he

is so diverse. She told Collider: “Mark is great.
He doesn’t have to do much to be funny. He’s just
serious, but he’s got a great take on things. He’s
such a matinee idol, and he’s also really diverse.
He does a lot of different stuff, and I know he
was really passionate about the subject matter,
too.” The movie features a couple (Wahlberg and
Byrne) who decided to foster some children but
find themselves landed with three wild young-
sters. ‘Transformers: The Last Knight’ star
Isabela Moner plays one of the children, along-
side Gustavo Quiroz and Julianna Gamiz. Mark
has produced the movie alongside Steve
Levinson and Sean Anders.  Anders, who previ-
ously directed Mark in ‘Daddy’s Home’, has
directed the movie from a script he wrote with
John Morris and Rose was thrilled to take on a
role in the film because it is deeply personal to
Sean. She said: “Sean Anders reached out to me
about that. He and his wife fostered and adopted
three kids, so it’s his story. I had just had a baby
and was recovering from being a new mom
again, but I wanted to be a part of it because it is
such a personal story that’s so important to him.
There were so many things that I didn’t know
about the system and about kids in the system.
It’s such a passion project for him, and I just
wanted to be a part of it.” Rose’s career has
involved a mixture of dramatic and comedic roles
and she says that as long as she is being creative,
she doesn’t care which genre she works in. She
said: “This business is so bonkers. It’s many dif-
ferent things. It’s just what comes your way and
where you’re at in your life. When you have chil-
dren, what you want to do and what you don’t
want to do becomes much clearer. There’s no
planning. I just take it on a case by case basis.
Anytime you start feeling pigeonholed, you start
to feel a little frustrated, so as long as I can keep
being creative, I’m thrilled.”

R

Sexy Beast
prequel in
the works 

‘Sexy Beast’ prequel may be coming
to screens.  Paramount TV is develop-
ing a new series based on the 2001
British crime drama which starred Ray
Winstone and Sir Ben Kingsley, was

directed by Jonathan Glazer and was written by
Louis Mellis and David Scinto. ‘The Sopranos’
writer Matthew Caleo has been hired to pen the
script. The original film follows ex-villain Gal
Dove, played by Winstone, whose trouble-free
life in Spain is interrupted by gangster Don
Logan (Kingsley) who forces him out of retire-
ment to participate in a bank robbery in London
for crime boss Teddy Bass - portrayed by Ian
McShane. The television series will explore how
Gal initially formed a partnership with Don, starts
working for Teddy and meets his wife, former
porn star DeeDee Dove, played by Amanda
Redman in the movie. The film has become a cult
classic due to its incredible cast, numerous
quotable lines and iconic scenes. One memorable
moment sees a tanned Winstone in character
wearing a pair of tight gold swimming trunks, and
he kept them after the shoot to wear on vacation.
However, he has had to retire the trunks because
he wore them out. Winstone previously said:
“They kind of wore away. When you dive in the
pool they become see through.”

McGregor would
love to make a

Christopher
Robin sequel 

wan McGregor would love to return for a
‘Christopher Robin’ sequel. The 47-year-old
actor took on the title role in the new movie -
which sees Christopher all grown up as

Winnie the Pooh, Tigger, Piglet and friends try to help
him rediscover his childhood joy and imagination - and
he would be delighted to reprise the part. He told The i
newspaper: “Totally ready for the sequel. It was never
mentioned when we shot it [but] I’d be happy to do it
again. I’d be up for it. I’ll sign on the dotted line right
now.” The star also lent his voice to the ‘Beauty and the
Beast’ live action retelling last year, bringing Lumiere to
life, and after making the two Disney movies he admits
there is something special about seeing the famous logo
appear in the cinema. He said: “I was thinking, ‘God, I’ve
done a Disney movie.’ The first film I ever saw in the cin-
ema was ‘Bedknobs and Broomsticks’. “[Now children
will] watch [‘Christopher Robin’] over and over again.
People will come up to you and say, ‘I watched your film
a hundred times.’ “ The nostalgia aspect of ‘Christopher
Robin’ - which is based on the hugely popular stories of
A.A Milne - isn’t lost on McGregor, who has read the
books to his four daughters. He added: “I’m so familiar
with all the stories. I’ve read them to my kids and I know
I know those stories. They’re not new to me. “I can only
assume that I was read them when I was little and my
mum said she did read them to me. My dad went, ‘No, I
don’t think so!’ Which was very telling - my dad probably
didn’t read me so many stories, I guess.”

A
udd Hirsch has joined the cast of Adam
Sandler’s upcoming movie ‘Uncut Gems’. The
‘Independence Day’ star will appear opposite
the 51-year-old actor in the upcoming Safdie

Brothers film, which sees the latter play a jewellery store
owner and dealer whose life gets turned upside down
following a robbery. As reported by Deadline, 83-year-
old movie veteran Hirsch will appear as Sandler’s father-
in-law as the cast starts to come together for the proj-
ect, which is set in New York’s diamond district. Also
said to be signed on for the film is Eric Bogosian, while
the script has been penned by Josh and Ben Safdie, and
collaborator Ronald Bronstein. It’s a busy time at the
moment for Sandler, who is also working on upcoming
Netflix movie ‘Murder Mystery’ in which he’ll star oppo-
site Jennifer Aniston. It will be the first time the pair have
been on screen together since 2011’s ‘Just Go With It’.
According to Variety, the film will see Sandler and
Aniston star as a New York police officer and his wife,
as they find themselves as prime suspects in the murder
of an elderly billionaire during a trip to Europe. The
Netflix original film - which is yet to have a release date
- will be directed by Kyle Newacheck and penned by
James Vanderbilt, who is best known for his work on
‘Zodiac’ and ‘White House Down’. Last year, Sandler

signed a four-film deal with Netflix, and said in a state-
ment that he loves “collaborating with them”. He said: “I
love how passionate they are about making movies and
getting them out there for the whole world to see.
They’ve made me feel like family and I can’t thank them
enough for their support.’ — Bang Showbiz

Judd Hirsch joins Adam
Sandler’s Uncut Gems 
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Samuel L. Jackson
wants Star Wars return 

amuel L. Jackson wants to return to the ‘Star
Wars’ franchise. The 69-year-old actor por-
trayed Jedi master Mace Windu in Episode I-
III and though his alter ego was killed off after

losing an arm and being thrown from a window during a
fight in the third film, ‘Revenge of the Sith’, he hasn’t giv-
en up hope of being asked to reprise the character in
some form. He said: “You know, it’s not that crazy that
Jedi can fall from great heights and survive. “And how
many one-handed people are roaming about in that
galaxy? Quite a few... “I’ve still got the old Jedi spirit. I’m
down. “If they call me, I’ll show up - hell, I’m hanging
around just for that. “I’d even show up as a hologram or
some s**t.” The veteran actor admitted he urged creator
George Lucas not to kill off his alter ego even though he
understood why his character was more disposable than
others. He said: “I was really the only person they could
do something to in the movie to create some turmoil,
because everyone else shows up i the original films. “I
kept saying to George, ‘You sure about this? I can kill
this dude - you know that, right?’ “ When he received the
script for his first film, ‘The Phantom Menace’, Jackson
was disappointed at the lack of action his character was
involved in but unlike co-star Ewan McGregor - who
publicly voiced his displeasure at having so many green
screen scenes as Obi-Wan Kenobi - he kept his com-
plaints to himself because he didn’t want to jeopardize
the possibility of appearing in future movies. He told
Empire magazine: “I started to realize I was just going to
be sitting in a Jedi Council room with my arms folded. I
was flicking through the pages like crazy, going, ‘Fight?
Fight? Fight? No? Damn!’ “But you can’t turn something
like that down. You know, it’s the greatest fantasy series
ever in the world and all of a sudden the genie turns up
and says, ‘Your wish is granted... but you won’t be the
star.’ I was there but I couldn’t fight. “My biggest con-
cern was not to do anything to anger anyone off and get
killed. When I heard Ewan complain, I was like, ‘Dude...’
“I had no idea where Mace was going but I wanted to be
in the next one, so I kept bringing George snacks.”
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