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Genoa: Grief gripped the Italian city of Genoa yesterday
as thousands of mourners attended a state funeral to com-
memorate the victims of a bridge disaster that has sparked
anger, while rescuers pulled more bodies from the wreck-
age. Large crowds packed inside an exhibition hall turned
into a makeshift chapel where coffins adorned with flowers
and photographs were lined up. 

There was long applause as a priest read out the names
of the 38 official dead and also
paid respect to the latest vic-
tims discovered inside a car
under debris early yesterday.
Local media reported that the
bodies were those of a family
of three, including a nine-year-
old girl. “The Morandi bridge
collapsed has pierced the heart
of Genoa. The pain is deep,”
Archbishop Angelo Bagnasco
said during the mass.

Italian President Sergio
Mattarella and Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte presided over the service, which coincid-
ed with a national day of mourning. “I lost a friend but I
came for all the victims,” Genoa resident Nunzio Angone
told AFP. The populist government has blamed the opera-
tor of the viaduct for the collapse and threatened to strip
the firm of its contracts. Among the coffins was a small
white one for the youngest victim, an eight-year-old boy
who was killed alongside his parents as they prepared to
catch a ferry to the holiday island of Sardinia. Another two
coffins were draped in the Albanian flag featuring a black
eagle against a red background. “I don’t know those who
have died in the bridge collapse but I wanted pay my
respects regardless. This shouldn’t have happened,” Genoa
resident Claudio Castellaro, 73, told AFP.

‘Farce of a funeral’ 
Applause erupted as firefighters entered the hall ahead

of the ceremony. There was also loud clapping for co-
deputy premiers Matteo Salvini and Luigi di Maio, two
key figures in Italy’s new populist government who have
led angry tirades against Autostrade per L’Italia, the man-
aging company of the highway.

Mourners also included the city’s two football squads,
Genoa and Sampdoria, who
have postponed their weekend
matches. But more than half of
the families of the victims
refused to take part, some pre-
ferring a more intimate funeral,
while others announced a boy-
cott. “It is the state who has
provoked this; let them not
show their faces, the parade of
politicians is shameful,” the
press cited the mother of one
of four young Italians from
Naples who died. Roberto,

father of another of the dead from Naples used social media to
vent his anger: “My son will not become a number in the cata-
logue of deaths caused by Italian failures.” “We do not want a
farce of a funeral but a ceremony at home.”

State of emergency 
Local media reports said senior staff of Autostrade had

planned to attend to the funeral. The company was
expected to hold a press conference yesterday afternoon.
The government has accused Autostrade of failing to
invest in sufficient maintenance and said it would seek to
revoke its lucrative contracts.

Salvini, who is also interior minister, demanded that the
company offer up to 500 million euros ($570 million) to

help families and local government deal with the aftermath
of the disaster. The dead also include children, three
Chileans and four French nationals. The Morandi viaduct
dates from the 1960s and has been riddled with structural
problems for decades, leading to expensive maintenance
and severe criticism from engineering experts. Its collapse
prompted fears over ageing infrastructure across the

world. Italy has announced a year-long state of emergency
in the region. Autostrade, which operates and maintains
nearly half of Italy’s motorways, estimates it will take five
months to rebuild the bridge. It denies scrimping on
motorway maintenance, saying it has invested over one
billion euros a year in “safety, maintenance and strength-
ening of the network” since 2012. — AFP
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Fix a phone: How 
to beat knife 
crime in Britain
LONDON: Sitting in his cell, mulling a childhood shaped
by fear, theft and drugs, gang member Jake knew things
had to change. He was part of Britain’s spiraling knife cul-
ture and feared it would all end badly. Jake was 15 when he
first carried a knife - as protection. Friends had been
stabbed, some had gone to prison and he said four had
used their ‘protective’ knives to commit murder.

“I was thinking ‘this is it, it’s just going to get worse.’ I
wanted to change my life because I was tired of doing ille-
gal stuff,” the softly spoken Londoner, who asked for his
surname to be withheld, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. Enter “Cracked It” - an innovative business
that teaches young offenders like 21-year-old Jake how to
fix cracked smartphones, boosting former inmates’ self
esteem and confidence in the process.

“Iphone repairs are a Trojan horse for getting them
engaged in work,” said Josh Babarinde, a 25-year-old for-
mer youth worker who started the business three years
ago. His social enterprise aims to tackle a knife crime epi-
demic in the capital, beset by ever more inner-city stab-
bings. Knife crime rose 16 percent in England and Wales in
the 12 months to March 2018, official data shows, logging
the biggest annual increase ever recorded. Knives were
responsible for more than a third of murders last year and
the government says the rise in offences involving a knife
or sharp instrument is “persistent and worrying”.

There were more than 40,000 knife attacks resulting in
more than 280 murders in the year to March 2018. The
number of victims under 24 is rising faster than any other
age group. A 2017 government report calls it a crime that
particularly impacts young people - people whom
Babarinde said often fall into knife culture and gang life for
want of other options.  “Many of the young people I work
with have really good hearts, they’ve got very credible
aspirations, they want to earn money, they want to feel
valued, they want to belong,” he said. Nearly two thirds of
his 140 graduates are working or studying and 80 percent
did not reoffend within six months of graduating, bucking
the national trend of 42 percent. The organisation gets
paid by companies to offer on-the-spot repairs and by
local councils to offer training to young people.

Workout
Britain is seen as a global leader in the innovative social

enterprise sector, with about 70,000 ethical businesses
employing nearly a million people, according to Social

Enterprise UK, which represents the growing sector. If
Cracked It tries to help those who wield the knife, Steel
Warriors puts its efforts into repurposing the weapons.

The year-old organization took some of the thousands
of knives that police take off London’s streets, melted them
down and built an outdoor gym from the steel in an east
London park. Founder Ben Wintour said he wanted the
gym to start conversations about knife crime. He also
wanted somewhere that provided a free workout for peo-
ple who could not afford a gym.

“It’s about helping people to build their bodies and
having a bit more confidence in their bodies so they
feel  less of  a need to carry a knife,”  he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. Spotlight Youth Service
sits on the edge of the park which is home to the gym
in one of the most deprived areas of London. “There’s a
fear of knife crime across the capital at the moment and
the gym is  a  real  posi t ive message. I t  states an
unequivocal  ‘no’ ,”  said Danie l  Rose, director  of
Spotlight. He said a group of Spotlight users exercise
together at the free gym, joining 40 to 50 others who
work out there daily. 

No opportunity
Babarinde had no experience of fixing phones on

launch but chose it because it is a quick skill to learn - his
course takes five days - and because technology appeals
to young people. He said that “a bunch” of the people
working with Cracked It - Babarinde had no firm numbers
- had been convicted of knife crime, using a blade for pro-
tection or to enforce drug deals.

“Many young people are leaving school without the
skills they need for employment and (so they turn to) crime
- whether it’s nicking bikes or dealing drugs and maybe
using weapons in the course of that activity to protect
themselves. That’s a key reason why we are seeing knife
crime rise,” said Babarinde. About half a million people aged
16-24 are unemployed in Britain, according to official data.
Tariq, 18, took the Cracked It course after spending nine
months in a secure unit for young offenders in 2017. He is
now a technician for the organisation, mending phones in cor-
porate settings and training others to do the same. “When
you fix someone’s phone and do it successfully you feel good
in yourself, you feel more confident because you think: ‘Wow,
a week ago I never knew how to fix a phone.’” — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Former CIA directors and another
half dozen of America’s most senior spies have issued
an unprecedented condemnation of President Donald
Trump, after his decision to blacklist their colleague
John Brennan. In a statement, ex-CIA bosses appointed
by Republican and Democratic presidents — including
Robert Gates, George Tenet, Porter Goss, Leon Panetta
and David Petraeus — denounced Trump’s decision to
strip Brennan of his security clearance. Dozens of other
former spies signaled their support for the statement.

“The president’s action regarding John Brennan and
the threats of similar action against other former offi-
cials has nothing to do with who should and should not
hold security clearances — and everything to do with
an attempt to stifle free speech,” the statement read.
Describing Trump’s move as “inappropriate and deeply
regrettable,” they insisted “we have never before seen
the approval or removal of security clearances used as
a political tool, as was done in this case.”

Two of those who signed the statement — former
director of national intelligence James Clapper and for-
mer CIA director Michael Hayden — are, according to
Trump, on a list of people who could lose their clear-
ance. Former officials often retain security clearance
after leaving office to allow their successors to consult
them on issues of the day.  

The White House said Brennan — a notable Trump
critic — had been stripped of clearance due to his
“erratic” behavior. But in an interview with The Wall
Street Journal, Trump admitted his decision on
Brennan’s clearance was linked to the ongoing federal
probe into possible collusion between his campaign
and Russia to influence the 2016 election.

“I call it the rigged witch hunt, (it) is a sham,” Trump
was quoted as saying in the interview. “And these peo-
ple led it!” “So I think it’s something that had to be
done,” he added. Trump’s actions have been widely
condemned, including by respected former admiral
William McRaven, the commander of the US Navy
SEAL raid that killed Osama bin Laden.

“Through your actions, you have embarrassed us in
the eyes of our children, humiliated us on the world
stage and, worst of all, divided us as a nation,” he said.
But most of Trump’s Republican allies have defended
the move or refused to condemn it publicly. On Friday,
Trump said he would likely remove the security clear-
ance of Justice Department official Bruce Ohr, who has
been targeted by Trump supporters, in part because his
wife worked for a company that produced a dossier
alleging Russia had incriminating evidence against the
now president. “Bruce Ohr is a disgrace. I suspect I’ll
be taking it away very quickly,” Trump told journalists.
The Washington Post, citing senior administration offi-
cials, reported that the White House has drafted docu-
ments revoking the clearances of officials, both current
and former, who have criticized Trump or been involved
in the Russia probe. The newspaper added that aides
have also discussed the best times to release them in
order to distract attention from negative news. — AFP 
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LONDON: Jake Gibson, 21, learning to fix a smartphone at Cracked It, a social enterprise teaching ex-
offenders tech skills. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo taken on September
19, 2016, CIA Director John Brennan speaks during
the CIA’s third conference on national security at
George Washington University. — AFP 

Namibian leader 
slams critics of 
African leaders
WINDHOEK: Namibian President Hage
Geingob, who is hosting a summit of
southern African leaders, yesterday
strongly rejected criticism of Africa by the
West saying there was undue pressure on
the continent. “People have an attitude
about Africa,” Geingob said in an interview
with the French radio network RFI.
“Things that they want Africans to do...
they don’t demand from other places,” the
president said. “In the United States, there
are only two parties there, the same philos-
ophy: how come in America there are no
communists, no socialists?”

Geingob also commented on the
Comoros government crackdown that fol-
lowed a controversial referendum, boy-
cotted by the opposition, which allowed
President Azali Assoumani to run for
another term. “We would like to assess
how he (Assoumani) wants to go about it.
And those of us who have had a little bit of
peaceful transitions and peaceful elec-
tions, will say ‘my brother don’t you think

we should do it this way. Let us not please
the West, but to please our own people,”
said Geingob.

The Comoros is expected to formally
join the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) at the two-day summit
which ends on Saturday. Geingob, who
early this year denied corruption accusa-
tions stemming from a French anti-graft
probe centred on the purchase of
Canadian mining company Uramin by
French nuclear giant AREVA, said he would
never testify in a foreign court for the case.

French investigators are believed to be
pursuing allegedly illicit monthly transfers
of $10,000 (8,750 euros) to Geingob made
between 2008 and 2009. “If I committed a
crime, it will be (heard) in my courts,
nobody else’s courts,” he said. “I’m never
going to testify in a foreign institution. I
have my own institutions here. That’s why I
even oppose the ICC (International
Criminal Court) because I say we must
have our own institutions.” 

He admitted that a consulting firm he
operated while he was not in govern-
ment  had he lped Uramin  obta in  a
license and was paid for that service.
“They paid me. I declared that. It ends
there,” he said.   Geingob, 77, was prime
minister of Namibia between 1990-2002
and 2012-2015 before becoming presi-
dent in 2015.  — AFP 

Mali election 
marred by 
fraud claims
BAMAKO: More than a thousand sup-
porters of Malian opposition leader
Soumaila Cisse gathered in the capital
Bamako yesterday after he lost a presi-
dential run-off to President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita amid accusations of
fraud. Keita was re-elected with 67.17
percent of Sunday’s vote against 32.83
percent for challenger and former
finance minister Cisse.

In Bamako, the protesters played
vuvuzelas and displayed their candi-
date’s campaign posters, watched by
dozens of police officers in riot gear,
AFP journalists witnessed. Cisse, who
said Friday he had won the poll and dis-
missed the official results as “parody and
lies”, joined his supporters mid-morning.
“If you exclude the results coming from
proven ballot-box stuffing in many
polling stations as well as far-fetched
results in many northern towns, I won
the presidential election with 51.75 per-
cent of the vote,” he told reporters on

Friday. His campaign team said some of
the results clearly showed fraud had
occurred — such as voters casting their
ballots in just 40 seconds in some polling
stations, while in others 100 percent of
the votes were cast in favor of Keita,
according to the team’s calculations.
“The power in place is illegal. This time it
is our turn, we have won, we will contin-
ue to march until the government
resigns,” said Fatoumata Konate, a mem-
ber of the main opposition party.

Cisse, 68, said he had filed an appeal
to the country’s top court for some of
the results to be cancelled. Observer
missions sent by the European Union
and the African Union (AU), however,
have said the election was not badly
impaired. The three main opposition
candidates had mounted a last-ditch
legal challenge to the first-round result,
but their petition was rejected by the
Constitutional Court. Keita, 73, will take
office on September 4, with hopes he can
strengthen a 2015 peace accord between
the government, government-allied
groups and former Tuareg rebels. Mali, a
landlocked nation home to at least 20
ethnic groups where the majority of peo-
ple live on less than $2 (1.76 euros) a day,
has battled jihadist attacks and intercom-
munal violence for years. — AFP

GENOA: Relatives mourn near the coffins of some of the victims of the collapsed Morandi highway bridge,
laid in front of the altar, during the funeral service. — AFP 


