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KUWAIT: UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
praised on Thursday Kuwait’s active role as a non-per-
manent member in the Security Council, and its signifi-
cant contributions towards supporting and preserving
international peace and security. A foreign ministry
statement said that Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received a phone call from Guterres this evening,
adding the two sides discussed regional and interna-
tional topics and issues on the Security Council agenda.
Guterres also praised Kuwait’s pioneering role in sup-
porting the work of the United Nations and its humani-
tarian and development activities around the world.
During the talks, cooperation between Kuwait and the
United Nations’ various agencies were discussed, the
statement added. — KUNA

UN chief hails
Kuwait’s role

Union denies connection
to ‘fishermen chase’ video

10.12 billion cubic meters of seawater for cooling consumed in five years
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fishermen Union said in a
statement it has no connection with a video circulat-
ing online and showing coastguards chasing amateur
fishermen in Doha. The union said that the violators
are a group of boat owners who were fishing illegal-
ly, and the union had warned several times about the
dangers of the actions that owners of such boats are
committing, in continuous violations that affect fish
stocks. The statement said the union is keen on safe-
guarding marine environment and expressed satis-
faction about what authorities are doing against vio-
lators, adding that the union informs fishermen to
comply with Amiri decree 46/1980, which aims
towards sustained growth and production.

The Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) had warned in a statement released last June
that illegal fishing had grave consequences on bio-
logical diversity and sustainability of fish stocks.
“Greedy fishermen who do not abide by fishing laws
and regulations were unfairly making gains at the
expense of their law-abiding peers,” head of the
aquaculture program at the KISR Dr Mohsen Al-
Husseini lamented in a press statement on the occa-
sion of International Day for the Fight Against
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing. They
also encouraged others to violate law, he said,
adding that such practices negatively impact ecosys-
tem and marine life due to the fishing of young fish,
shrimps and other marine species especially in the
protected areas.

Husseini stressed the need to stop such practices
which were threatening the fish stock. Efforts by the
international community to ensure the sustainability
of fisheries are being seriously compromised by ille-
gal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) illegal, unreported and unregu-
lated fishing activities are responsible for the loss of
11-26 million tons of fish each year, which is estimat-
ed to have an economic value of $10-23 billion.

Water cuts
The Ministry of Electricity and Water’s assistant

undersecretary for water operations and mainte-
nance said new water lines have been connected
with existing pipes on Al-Ghous Street in Bayan and
Mishref in coordination with the Public Authority for
Roads and Transportation. He said the ministry pre-
pared an integrated report regarding water cuts
which happened in Bayan as a result of the works,
with cooperation between various departments and
water emergency centers, including Salmiya emer-
gency center. The ministry isolated water from the
current lines, then reopened them after the connec-
tions were made, it explained.

Cooling water
State department and private companies con-

sumed nearly 10.12 billion cubic meters of seawater

for cooling during the five years period from
2013/2014 to 2017/2018, informed sources said.
Consumption rose in the past three years from 1.9
billion cubic meters to more than 2 billion cubic
meters by the end of fiscal year 2017/2018. The
sources said revenues of Public Authority for
Industry (PAI) from seawater for cooling were in
second place in the items of PAI revenues, which
reached KD 10.23 million out of the total revenue of
KD 87.7 million for 2017/2018.

Collect rent
Figures and financial data reveal government

efforts are continuing to collect rent due to the
state. Figures show that rent collected from indus-
trial, occupational and commercial lots, in addition
to fees and delay fines during the five-year period
from 2013/2014 to 2017/2018 reached KD 234.4
million. 2017/2018 saw the highest amount collect-
ed, as the Public Authority for Industry (PAI) col-
lected KD 61.96 million from industrial lots. Rent
from occupational, commercial and service lots
rose from KD 12.99 million to KD 35.8 million in
2017/2018.

Grievance petitions
Seventeen companies submitted grievance peti-

tions at the Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT) as they want to compete for the tender for
the second stage of the project of constructing and
maintaining the car parking, service buildings and
roads leading to the new terminal at Kuwait
International Airport, an informed source at the
Ministry of Public Works said. The ministry is con-
sidering the qualifications of these companies prior
to sending the result to CAPT to declare the winning
companies, the source added.

Water supply
restored 
in Bayan

Kuwait eyes
closer ties
with NATO
KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait continu-
ously seeks to develop its relations with
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) at all levels, Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Belgium Jassem Al-
Budaiwi said on Friday. Speaking after a
meeting with Director of Defense
Planning, Defense Policy and Planning
Division at NATO headquarters Paul
Savereux, Budaiwi, who doubles as chief

of the Kuwaiti mission at the NATO, said
they discussed ways of promoting
Kuwaiti-NATO cooperation in several
domains, mainly NATO capability and
efficiency development programs.

He added that the NATO had adopted
in 1995 the Planning and Review Process
aiming at helping NATO partner coun-
tries boost their military efficiency
according to NATO-proposed programs
and plans. The Kuwaiti side is interested
in such activities, he said, citing field vis-
its by a Kuwaiti military delegation to the
NATO headquarters in Brussels for the
purpose, he said. The Kuwaiti diplomat
also pointed out the hosting of a NATO
regional center as the first premises in a
non-NATO member country. — KUNA

Argentina grants
outgoing envoy
Order of May
KUWAIT: Argentina has awarded the
outgoing Kuwaiti Ambassador Salah Al-
Mutairi the Order of May, one of the
highest decorations in the country, in
recognition of his efforts to strengthen
Kuwaiti-Argentinian ties. On this occa-
sion, the Argentinian Foreign Ministry has
organized a ceremony to honor Mutairi
and hand him the award, the Kuwaiti
Embassy in Buenos Aires reported in a
statement Friday.

During the ceremony, Argentina’s
Deputy Foreign Minister Daniel Raimondi
stressed the growing strength and the
development of bilateral relations. He
expressed admiration of Kuwait’s active
role and diverse humanitarian contribu-
tions. Raimondi recalled Kuwait’s finance
to the expansion of the cancer and blood
diseases treatment building of Garrahan
Pediatric Hospital, which serves patients
from Argentina, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru and
Colombia. He also noted Kuwait’s donation
of fully-equipped five ambulances to the
Argentinian state of Cordoba. The

Argentinian official was also appreciative
of the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development’s for financing many develop-
ment and infrastructure projects in the
country. — KUNA

Kuwaiti Ambassador Salah Al-Mutairi
poses after receiving the Order of May,
one of the highest decorations in
Argentina.

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Belgium Jassem Al-Budaiwi (right) with
Director of Defense Planning, Defense Policy and Planning Division at NATO
headquarters Paul Savereux. — KUNA
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