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The Civil Service Commission is forming a
committee to follow up the implementation of
the Civil Service Council resolution no. 11 of

2017 on the procedures for allocating Kuwaitis for
government jobs to replace expats. The plan is to lay
off 3,000 expatriates working for the government
sector in the new financial year, as it is difficult to lay
off all expatriates working in the government at
once.

Everyone knows that jobs in Kuwait are linked to
either the public or private sectors.  In the private
sector, the owner of the capital and the company has
the right to appoint whoever he wishes - both expa-
triates and citizens, but the issue of appointing
expatriates in the government sector has become a
formidable burden on the government. 

The number of Kuwaiti graduates and their entry
into the labor market in the government sector has
continued to increase. Some of the jobs carried out
by expatriates are administrative and not technical
or training, so they can be easily filled by nationals.
But I do not think that the government sector can be
prepared to let go of expats with technical jobs and
good experience.

In January, MP Khalil Al-Saleh proposed a law on
national employment in non-governmental organiza-
tions, which aims to compel the private sector to
implement the state’s declared policy of replacing
national labor with expatriate workers. I have seen
the proposal and one of the suggestions - that gov-
ernment agencies which enter into contracts with
non-governmental entities need to determine the
number of workers required for the implementation
of the contract with the job titles and the required
expertise. The priority in job appointments goes to
citizens before expatriates, provided that the con-
tracts stipulate financial penalties for violating the
terms for national employment. 

Kuwait now has a large number of projects in the
energy sector. Therefore, attention must be paid to
this issue so that young people can gain good expe-
rience away from routine government work. It is also
an opportunity for citizens to work with expatriates
who have experience. According to the government’s
decision, the Civil Service Commission will prepare
a study for the next fiscal year 2019/2020, which
includes the definition of functional groups covered
by the recruitment of posts, the target percentage of
Kuwaiti employees in the total workforce in the gov-
ernment agency and non-Kuwaiti employees whose
services should be terminated.

I believe that the implementation of the policy of
replacing expatriates with Kuwaitis in the govern-
ment sector is not an easy task and may need a 10-
year plan, more than five years after the date set by
the parliamentary employment committee, especially
in the ministries of health and education. We all
know that some jobs, such as doctors, engineers,
teachers and cleaners, are important for the govern-
ment sector. But administrative workers in HR and
administrative affairs can be easily replaced.

I think it is no longer easy for elderly expatriates
who work in government agencies, especially those
over the age of 60 for example, to stay longer unless
they are highly experienced and want to get an
exemption. This issue may seem sensitive to some
expats in the government sector, but young and
fresh graduates need jobs too.  Where will these
young people go? Should they go to another coun-
try for work? Kuwait is a rich country capable of
absorbing its citizens. If the government sector
becomes overcrowded, it must be taken into account
that the private sector will always need the expertise
of expatriates, and can accommodate both.

3,000 expatriates
layoff
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Defense Minister 
congratulates Khan

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah sent Friday a cable to Pakistan’s new Prime
Minister Imran Khan to congratulate him on his new
post. Sheikh Nasser wished Khan success in his new
duties to bring about development and prosperity to
Pakistan, as well as cementing of cooperation
between Pakistan and Kuwait. — KUNA

Amiri Diwan thanks mourners

KUWAIT: On behalf of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the
Amiri Diwan thanked all citizens and residents, in a
statement on Thursday, for their participation and
sentiments over recent demise of Sheikha Fareeha
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Russia names new envoy

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Friday endorsed a decree handpicking Nikolay
Makarov as Russia’s new Ambassador to the State of
Kuwait. Under the decree, Makarov has been named
Russian Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, replacing Alexey Solomatin, Russian
Novosti news agency reported. Makarov was deputy
director of the Russian Foreign Ministry’s Middle
East and North Africa Department. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The dump truck is seen after the accident. Smoke rises from a brushfire in Mahboula.

Driver dies after dump
truck falls off bridge

Homicide investigation in Ahmadi woman’s death

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A dump truck driver was
killed when his truck flipped over and fell
from a bridge on King Fahd Road.
Nuwaiseeb fire station men responded
to an emergency call reporting the
accident and dealt with it. An investi-
gation was opened into the case.

Fires
Firemen fought a brushfire in

Mahboula. No injuries were reported.
Mangaf, Fahaheel, Mishref and back-
up stations dealt with the fire that
covered an area of 2,000 sq m.
Firemen also fought another blaze in
trees behind Sulaibikhat club. The fire
covered an area of 500 sq m.
Meanwhile, firemen put out a fire in a
Fahaheel apartment. Two persons who
were inside the apartment sustained
minor injuries. Firemen evacuated the
building upon arrival and handed the

injured to paramedics. 

Woman murdered
Ahmadi detectives are investigating a

homicide case opened in the death of an
Ethiopian woman who is believed to

have been murdered in her Ahmadi
home. A security source said detectives
are waiting for the forensics report,
adding that if foul play is confirmed, all
those close to the victim will be ques-

tioned including her husband, who called
the police. The woman’s mobile phone
will also be checked.

Newborn found
Police received a call from a citizen
who said that he found a newborn
near a family vehicle, so police and
detectives went to the area and the
infant was taken to hospital .
Detectives who worked on the case
for three weeks learned the mother
is the Filipina helper that works for
the female sponsor, Al-Rai report-
ed. The woman said she did not
notice any signs of pregnancy in
her helper, but the helper admitted
she was the mother.

Work mishap
A security source said an Indian air

conditioning technician fell from a scaf-
fold that was two meters high, and was
transferred to Adan Hospital in critical

condition. An investigation was opened
into the case.

Fight
A bedoon man accused three Iraqi

nationals of beating him and his chil-
dren in front of  their  house using
knives in Rabiya. Police received a call
about a fight, so they responded and
found the fight was due to differences
over a divorce. They were sent to the
prosecution.

Assault
Naeem detectives arrested a citizen

for stabbing a compatriot and slashing
his hands. A security source said a man
was brought to hospital bleeding pro-
fusely and was admitted to the ICU. The
young man told police that two men had
attacked him. Detectives were able to
arrest one of them, who confessed to
committing the attack. Police are in the
process of arresting the second suspect.

Three fires
reported
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Kuwait ensures
orderly Eid
celebration
KUWAIT: Kuwait
Municipality is on full
alert to ensure orderly
celebration of the forth-
coming Eid Al-Adha.
Faisal Al-Osaimi, the act-
ing public relations
supervisor, said in a
statement yesterday that
the extraordinary state of
alert coincided with the
campaign ‘communicate
with us’, designed to
remove illegal construc-
tion on state plots of land
and billboards hung at
public locations.
Municipal teams WILL
monitor and take meas-
ures against il legal
actions on part of ven-
dors and others who may
make business on plots
without permits, or aban-
don cars at public locations. Workers will bring
down all eid greeting placards and bar trade in
sacrificial meat on streets. They will also clean
the mosques and roads. The personnel will
inspect law abidance at restaurants, cafes and
toy stores.

Meanwhile, Acting Director General of the
Interior Ministry’s Relations and Security
Information Department Brig Tawheed Al-
Kandari said preparations have been made at all
Interior Ministry sectors for Eid Al-Adha. He
added that the integrated security procedures
aim at providing security and traffic control on
all major roads and intersections to avoid con-
gestion expected during Eid. He noted that the
central operations department operates as a link
between all security departments and the emer-
gency number 112 receives calls round the clock.

Kandari also said that the border affairs sec-
tor has a role in security procedures to ease
travel at Kuwait airport or land and sea outlets,
in addition to the role of the traffic department
and Najda police. Furthermore, he indicated
that the coastguards protect Kuwait’s territorial
waters against any smuggling or infiltration, in
addition to search and rescue operations by
round-the-clock patrols. Kandari urged citizens
and expatriates to comply with the traffic law
and heed policemen’s instructions. He said serv-
ice centers will be closed from today until Aug
25 on the occasion of Eid.  — KUNA
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