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Driver killed as dump 
truck falls from bridge 

Pilgrims descend on 
Makkah for ‘smart hajj’ Erdogan vows Turkey will 

not be cowed by America62 Ronaldo makes debut as 
Juventus snatch victory24 28

Kerala floods disrupt expats’ 
travel plans; death toll jumps 

Rescue stepped up as more torrential rain batters Indian state
By Sajeev K Peter and Agencies 

KUWAIT/KOCHI: Holiday plans of hundreds of
expats scheduled to travel to Kerala from Kuwait for Eid
Al-Adha and Onam have been thrown into disarray
while many others already on vacation in the state are
on tenterhooks following the closure of Kochi
International Airport in the aftermath of the worst-ever
flood disaster in the southern Indian state. All airlines
flying into Kochi airport from Kuwait and back have
either been cancelled or diverted to nearby airports
after floodwaters inundated the runways following
incessant rains and opening of dam shutters.

“I was scheduled to resume work on the 26th of this
month after my one-month vacation. Now I cannot
reach Kuwait on Sunday. I don’t know what will happen
to my job,” said Jimmichan Joseph, who spoke to Kuwait
Times by phone from Cochin. He echoed the plight of
hundreds of others who are stranded in the state with-
out finding any means to travel back to Kuwait anytime
soon. Many people were trying to rebook their flights,
while others were trying to shift their departure from
Trivandrum, Bangalore, Mangalore or Chennai. 

An official statement said Kochi airport will remain
closed until Aug 26. However it is not certain that the
airport will be able to resume operations. According to
airport Director A C K Nair, the airport authorities
were forced to take this drastic step in the face of an
“unprecedented situation”. “It is the peak holiday sea-
son. Any change in the booking is hard to make,” said
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KOZHIKODE, India: A villager looks at the overflowing Kannappanakundu river about 422 km north of
Trivandrum in the south Indian state of Kerala yesterday. —  AFP 

KOCHI: People are airlifted by navy personnel
during a rescue operation in a flooded area in
Paravoor yesterday. — AFP 

JAKARTA: Kuwait was warned by the Olympic
Council of Asia (OCA) yesterday to stop its “world
record” of government interference in sport or face
being exiled for a third time. The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) this week provisionally lifted its ban
on Kuwait, allowing the state’s athletes to march under
their own flag at yesterday’s Asian Games opening cer-
emony in Jakarta. But the IOC said that despite its
“gesture of goodwill” the reasons for its original sus-
pension remained valid.

“This is a world record for government interference
in the Olympic movement, no country is like this,” OCA
director general Husain Al-Musallam told AFP after an

executive board meeting discussed the matter in
Jakarta yesterday. “We are very happy for the Kuwait
National Olympic Committee and for the athletes,” he
said. “We hope this will not happen in the future and
the Kuwait government will respect the road map they
have agreed with the IOC to lead to fresh, clean, trans-
parent and democratic elections based on each sport’s
statutes approved by their respective international
bodies.”

World sports bodies led by the IOC and FIFA sus-
pended Kuwait in Oct 2015 for a second time since
2010 for political interference in sport. The IOC said
that in reinstating Kuwait provisionally that it
“acknowledged the progress” and the “positive discus-
sions with the government of Kuwait”. Musallam said
Kuwait did not have much time to prove it was trying to
meet IOC requirements. “We are going to review the
situation with the IOC on October 3 and 4 to see if any
of the agreement has been implemented on the ground,
or if there is nothing,” said Musallam. “We really hope
this thing will be finished.” — AFP

Kuwait welcomed 
back to Asian Games
with OCA warning 

JAKARTA: Kuwait’s delegation parades during the opening ceremony of the 2018 Asian Games at the Gelora
Bung Karno main stadium yesterday. — AFP 

GENEVA: Former
UN chief and Nobel
peace laureate Kofi
Annan died yester-
day at the age of 80,
triggering a flood of
tributes from
around the world for
the “diplomatic rock
star”. The Ghanaian
national was a
career diplomat who projected quiet charisma and
was widely credited for raising the world body’s
profile in global politics during his two terms as
head of the UN from 1997 to 2006. The first secre-
tary general from sub-Saharan Africa, Annan led
the United Nations through the divisive years of
the Iraq war and was later accused of corruption in
the oil-for-food scandal, one of the most trying
times of his tenure.

“It is with immense sadness that the Annan fami-
ly and the Kofi Annan Foundation announce that
Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of the United
Nations and Nobel Peace Laureate, passed away
peacefully on Saturday 18th August after a short ill-
ness,” the foundation said in a statement. “His wife
Nane and their children Ama, Kojo and Nina were
by his side during his last days.” Annan, who lived
not far from the UN European headquarters
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ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain
(center) takes an oath from newly-appointed Prime
Minister Imran Khan (left) during a ceremony as care-
taker prime minister Nasirul Mulk (sitting) looks on
yesterday.— AFP 

MAKKAH: A Saudi man sits inside a sleep pod on Aug
16, 2018. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s new Prime Minister Imran
Khan was sworn in at a ceremony in Islamabad yes-
terday, ushering in a new political era as the World
Cup cricket hero officially took the reins of power in
the nuclear-armed country. The ceremony at the
President’s House in the capital marks the end of
decades of rotating leadership between the ousted
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), punctuated by periods
of army rule.

A tearful Khan smiled as he stumbled over some of

the words of the oath administered to him by President
Mamnoon Hussain during the ceremony, televised live
by the state broadcaster PTV. He swore to “discharge
my duties and perform my functions honestly, to the
best of my ability... and always in the interest of the
sovereignty, integrity, solidarity, well-being and pros-
perity of Pakistan”. 

The 65-year-old former cricketer, who captained
Pakistan to World Cup victory in 1992, had won a confi-
dence vote in the National Assembly the previous day.
In parliament on Friday he came out fighting with a
divisive speech in which he vowed to hold corrupt offi-
cials accountable. The July 25 election that brought his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party to power was branded
“Pakistan’s dirtiest”, with accusations throughout the
campaign that the military was trying to tilt the playing
field in Khan’s favor. The army and Khan have denied
claims from rival parties of “blatant” vote rigging.
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MAKKAH: Mansour Al-Amer swipes a card to
reveal a narrow sleep pod, reminiscent of Japan’s
famed capsule hotels. But this pod is in Saudi Arabia,
where the Muslim hajj pilgrimage begins today. The
kingdom has plans to introduce capsule rooms in the
western city of Mina in the coming days, as an esti-
mated two million Muslim faithful gather for the six-
day hajj, one of the five pillars of Islam. The free nap
pods are part of new measures Saudi Arabia is rolling
out this year in a bid to modernize the centuries-old

practice of hajj. The government has also introduced
apps for on-the-spot translation and emergency
medical care.

Amer is the head of a Saudi charity, the Haji and
Mutamer Gift Charitable Association, which is offering
between 18 and 24 capsule for pilgrims to nap in for
free in the coming days. Each fibreglass pod - less
than three meters long and just over one meter high -
features a mattress, clean sheets, air conditioning and
a large, well-lit mirror. The pods can be lined up hori-
zontally or stacked vertically to save on space. “We
are always thinking about pilgrims and how to make
them more comfortable during the rituals of hajj,”
Amer told AFP.

The nap pods provide a solution for pilgrims of
limited means who cannot afford to book hotels on
site but need a quick rest during hajj.
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