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LONDON: Spaniard Carlos Sainz will drive for
McLaren in next season’s Formula One cham-
pionship, filling the vacuum left by the retire-
ment of Fernando Alonso, the team announced
yesterday. The 23-year-old-son of the leg-
endary Rally driver who bears the same name-
has signed a “multi-year deal” with McLaren.
He is presently 11th in the championship this
year driving for Renault.

“McLaren Racing today confirms that Carlos
Sainz will race for the team in Formula 1 from the
2019 FIA Formula One World Championship,”
said a statement on team’s website. “Carlos, 23,
from Madrid, Spain, has signed a multi-year deal
with the team, replacing Fernando Alonso.”

Sainz, who in almost four years on the circuit
has yet to feature on the podium, said he had
been eyeing a seat at McLaren for a while. “I’m
delighted to finally be able to confirm that I’ll
be a McLaren driver from the 2019 season,”
said Sainz, whose best finish was fourth in the
2017 Singapore Grand Prix for previous team
Toro Rosso.

“It’s something I’ve been looking at for a
while and I’m very excited about this next chap-
ter in my career. “I’ve been a McLaren fan for as
long as I can remember. It’s a great name in the
sport with an incredible heritage, and the list of
drivers that have raced for McLaren over the

years are among the heroes of Formula 1.”
Sainz, whose best overall finish in the cham-

pionship is ninth in the 2017 season with 54
points, said it is special to be following in the
footsteps of his 37-year-old compatriot and
two-time world champion Alonso. “Fernando is
of course one of them (heroes), so it’s particu-
larly special that I’ll be taking his seat as part of
the next generation of Spanish racing drivers
behind the wheel of a McLaren,” said Sainz.

Zak Brown, CEO of McLaren Racing, said
the team had been looking at Sainz as a poten-
tial recruit for some time.  “Carlos brings with
him the perfect blend of youth and experience,”
said Brown.

“Although he’s just 23, he’ll be starting his fifth
season in the sport with us and will bring with
him a huge amount of racing experience, both in
Formula 1 and with our partner Renault.

“It’s no secret that Carlos is a huge admirer
of Fernando’s, and it’s fitting that he will be step-
ping into his seat as a Spaniard with a legendary
name in motorsport.” Alonso announced he
would be retiring from Formula One on Tuesday
once the chequered flag has come down on the
final race of this season.

He had become increasingly disenchanted
with the once dominant McLaren’s failure to re-
discover their competitiveness. Whilst he left the

door slightly ajar about a return his focus is on
new challenges largely thought to be the Indy Car
circuit in the United States. He is hoping to add

Indy success, especially the Indy 500, to his For-
mula One achievements as well as the Le Mans
24 hour title he won earlier this year. — AFP

Spanish driver Carlos Sainz to replace 
Fernando Alonso at Mciaren from 2019 

‘I’ve been a McLaren fan for as long as I can remember’

BUDAPEST: In this file photo taken on July 26, 2018 Renault’s Spanish driver Carlos Sainz Jr ges-
tures during the drivers press conference ahead of the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix at the
Hungaroring circuit in Mogyorod near Budapest, Hungary. — AFP

LONDON: England rugby star Danny Cipriani was
fined £2,000 ($2,500) yesterday after pleading guilty
to common assault following an incident at a nightclub
on the island of Jersey.

The mercurial 30-year-old utility back-who had
revived his international career in June  with a first
start for over a decade against South Africa-also
pleaded guilty to resisting arrest during the incident
late Wednesday which took place on his club Glouces-
ter’s pre-season training camp on the island.

Three other charges were dropped. A female police
officer suffered bruising to her neck in the incident at
the Royal Yacht Hotel in St Helier, the court was told.
Cipriani was fined £1,500 for resisting arrest and
£500 for assault. He was also ordered to pay £250
compensation to the police officer.

Gloucester chief executive Steve Vaughan said the
club was “very disappointed” to be associated with
such episodes. “We will deal with it in a robust but bal-
anced way but based purely on the facts,” the club
added in a statement posted on their website. 

“The incident in question was over in a matter of
seconds and was a reaction to the conduct of other
parties involved. “He knows his responsibilities and is
aware of the impact of this type of incident on the club.

“However, Danny is a Gloucester Rugby player and
will receive our full support as we focus on the exciting

season ahead.” Cipriani signed for Gloucester earlier
this year after a successful spell with their rivals Wasps
which had sparked both a nomination for Premiership
player of the season and a surprise recall to the na-
tional squad.

Cipriani said he could have moved abroad but
wanted to see if he made Eddie Jones’s squad for the
South Africa tour. In June he started for England for
the first time in a decade, playing a key role in a mag-
ical try that ensured victory over the Springboks and
ended a six-match losing streak.

He had been expected to make his first appearance
for Gloucester in a pre-season friendly against Ulster
tomorrow. Cipriani’s career has been littered with off
the field sagas that have damaged his reputation with
the powers that be and restricted his international ca-
reer since making his Test debut against Wales in the
2008 Six Nations tournament.

Just a month later he was dropped for the clash
with Scotland after being caught coming out of a night
club in the early hours in the week leading up to the
game. Seeking a fresh start away from England two
years later he joined the Super Rugby franchise The
Melbourne Rebels but again he got on the wrong side
of the bosses by breaking a curfew and was given a
one-game suspension.

He returned to England for Sale in 2012 but a year
later in April 2013 he ended up in hospital after a night
out with the team resulted in him being struck by a
bus,  escaping relatively lightly with concussion and
bruising.

More recently he was convicted of drink-driving
after he crashed his black Mercedes into a taxi in Lon-
don in June 2015. He was ordered to pay a total of
£7,620 in fines and costs and banned from driving for
18 months. — AFP

LONDON: Tour de France champion Geraint Thomas and the man whose crown
he took in July, Chris Froome, will compete in next month’s Tour of Britain rather
than the final Grand Tour of the season,  the Vuelta a Espana.

Both riders have rarely graced their home Tour in the past decade, Thomas fin-
ishing seventh last year in what was his first appearance since 2011 and Team Sky
team-mate Froome last competing in 2009 when he finished 50th for his previous
team Barloworld. Thomas, 32, was only drawn to compete last year because the
race finished in his home city of Cardiff and has been lured back for what will be
his first major race since the Tour de France as this year’s edition begins in Pembrey
Country Park, Carmarthenshire, Wales, on September 2. The Vuelta gets underway
on August 25.

“As soon as I’d finished the Tour I knew I wanted to ride the Tour of Britain and
race on home roads,” Thomas told the Team Sky website. “It starts in Wales which
will be special, and then I get to go and race across the whole of the United King-
dom. I can’t wait. “I want to go to the race in the shape to compete and enjoy it.
We’ll have to see how the next few weeks go but I’m looking forward to it and I
know we will have a strong team there.” Four-time Tour de France champion
Froome, who finished third behind Thomas in this year’s Tour, said he had focussed
on the Vuelta in the past four years finally winning it in 2017.

“It’s been a long time since I’ve raced the Tour of Britain,” said Froome. “The
Vuelta a Espana has always been such a big goal and sadly coincided with the Tour
of Britain, but not doing La Vuelta this year gives me the chance to come back to
the UK and race on what looks like a great parcours. “I’m really looking forward
to riding. I always remember there being a great atmosphere at the Tour of Britain
and the race has only got bigger over the years. I’m really looking forward to com-
ing back,” added the 33-year-old Kenyan-born star. Surprisingly given their dom-
inance especially of the Tour de France, Team Sky has only won the Tour of Britain
once when Bradley Wiggins prevailed in 2013. —AFP
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