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Volunteers weave wigs. A volunteer weaves a wig as part of the Bosnian ‘My hair, your hair’
campaign.

A volunteer weaves a wig.

People sit outside the pediatric hospital in Sarajevo.Bosnian football star Edin Dzeko (second left) poses for a selfie with members of Sarajevo’s ‘Heart For
Children’ foundation outside the ‘Parents’ House’.

ble, said Fuad Halilovic, 22, who manages the workshop where the
weavers work under bright lamps. “We try to make it so the wig
resembles the hairstyle the child had before losing their hair,” he
told AFP.  “We measure their heads and look at photographs of
how their hair looked before.”

A house for parents 
The wig project is part of a wider effort by a Bosnian associ-

ation called “A Heart for Children with Cancer” which helps young
patients and their families.  In 2016, the group opened Bosnia’s
first “Parents’ House”-a small apartment complex near Sarajevo’s
paediatric hospital where families who live far from the capital
can stay while their children are being treated. “Before, some par-
ents slept in their car near the hospital, because it is expensive to
pay for accommodation in Sarajevo, particularly because the
process of recovery is very long and exhausting,” said Fikret
Kubat, the association’s president.

Atifa Buldic-Besic, 30, spent seven months in the home in
2016 when her daughter was being treated for leukaemia. Now,
her child is on the road to recovery and Buldic-Besic works in
the Parents’ House as a volunteer. “That was our second home,
the only place where our daughter smiled, the place where she
started running, the only place where she played with other chil-
dren,” she said.

The Parents’ House was built through donations and organizers
are now seeking to find a sponsor for the upkeep of each of the
10 apartments. Edin Dzeko, a Bosnian footballer who plays for
Serie A Club Roma, recently signed up to fund one of the apart-
ments for three years. “All of us who have children know that they
are the most precious to us,” he told a news conference at the
Parents’ House. “I want to show these children and their parents
that they are not alone.” — AFP


