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Aretha Franklin, the music legend, icon and Grammy-winning
singer celebrated as the “Queen of Soul,” died at her home
in Detroit yesterday, her longtime publicist announced. She

was 76. Franklin-who influenced generations of female singers with
unforgettable hits including “Respect” (1967), “Natural Woman”
(1968) and “I Say a Little Prayer” (1968) — passed away at 9:50
am (1350 GMT) at her home in Detroit from advanced pancreatic
cancer, surrounded by family and loved ones. She cemented her
place in American music history with her powerful, bell-clear voice
that stretched over four octaves. In her decades-long career, her
hits spanned the genres, from soul to R&B, gospel and pop.

“It is with deep and profound sadness that we announce the
passing of Aretha Louise Franklin, the Queen of Soul,” her family
said in a statement issued by her publicist. “In one of the darkest
moments of our lives, we are not able to find the appropriate
words to express the pain in our heart,” the statement said. “We
have lost the matriarch and rock of our family. The love she had
for her children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins knew
no bounds.”

She was the first woman to be inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 1987. In 2010, Rolling Stone magazine put her at
the top of its list of the 100 greatest singers of all time, male or
female. The 18-time Grammy award winner inspired myriad

singers during her five-decade career from pop diva Mariah
Carey and the late Whitney Houston, to Alicia Keys, Beyonce,
Mary J. Blige and the late Amy Winehouse. 

She was the first woman inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame, and sang at the inaugurations of two presidents-Bill Clin-
ton and Barack Obama.  Franklin’s declining health was first dis-
closed on the Showbiz 411 website late Sunday by Roger
Friedman, a reporter and family friend. He wrote that she was
“gravely ill in Detroit. The family is asking for prayers and privacy.”
The Detroit News later reported that she was in hospice care, as
artists from across the musical spectrum offered well wishes to
the legendary singer who lived in Detroit-the Motor City, home
of Motown-most of her life. 

Franklin-who was widely known by only her first name, in true
diva style-rose from singing gospel in her father’s church to reg-
ularly topping rhythm and blues and pop charts in the 1960s and
1970s. Beyond “Respect,” her powerful cover of the Otis Redding
tune that became her calling card, Franklin had dozens of Top 40
singles, according to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Other hits
include “Day Dreaming” (1972), “Jump to It” (1982), “Freeway of
Love” (1985), and “A Rose Is Still A Rose” (1998). A 1986 duet
with George Michael, “I Knew You Were Waiting (For Me),” hit
number one in several countries. — AFP

In this file photo taken on August 27, 2007 Singer Aretha Franklin per-
forms during a ceremony honoring the late African-American tennis
player Althea Gibson at the US Open in Flushing Meadows, New York.

In this file photo taken
on February 27, 2015
Outgoing Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder (center)
wipes his eye next to
US President Barack
Obama as they listen to
singer Aretha Franklin
at the Justice 
Department in 
Washington, DC.

Key dates in the life of US soul 
legend Aretha Franklin:

March 25, 1942: Born Aretha Louise Franklin in Memphis,
Tennessee, to a Baptist preacher.
1956: “Spirituals,” the first recording of Franklin, is released
on a local label.
1960: Columbia Records releases the album “The Great
Aretha Franklin.”
1967: Wins the first of her 18 Grammy Awards for her cover
version of the Otis Redding classic “Respect,” which becomes
a feminist anthem.
1968: Sings “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” at the funeral of
civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr.
1987: Becomes the first woman to enter the “Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame,” the US pantheon of rock.
1991: Receives the Grammy Legend Award for her influence
on the American music industry.
2005: Receives the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
highest US civilian award, from George W. Bush.
2009: Sings “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” at the inauguration of
Barack Obama, America’s first African-American president.
2017: Announces in February she will retire from touring. In
November she sings at an anniversary gala for the Elton John
AIDS Foundation, where she appears very thin.
2018: Franklin dies in Detroit on August 16 at age 76. — AFP

In this file photo Singer Aretha
Franklin performs during the 
National Christmas Tree Lighting
ceremony on the Ellipse adjacent
to the White House in 
Washington, DC. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on October 16, 2011 (from left to right) First Lady
Michelle Obama, US President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe
Biden watch as soul diva Aretha Franklin performs during the dedication
of the Martin Luther King Jr Memorial in Washington, DC.

In this file photo taken on February 23, 1998 Opera singer Luciano
Pavarotti (right) laughs along with singer Aretha Franklin (left) and the
group Boyz II Men (rear) after accepting the eighth MusiCares Founda-
tion ‘Person of the Year’ award in New York.


