
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, August 17, 2018

Friday18

Vietnamese dad 
of Kim murder 
suspect wants ‘kind’ 
daughter home
NAM DINH, Vietnam: Doan Van Thanh proudly dis-
plays diplomas and photos of his daughter at his home
in rural Vietnam, hopeful she’ll be freed from a jail in
Malaysia where she’s on trial for the murder of the
North Korean leader’s half-brother.

He refuses to believe that “affable and kind” Doan
Thi Huong could kill anyone, in line with defence ar-
guments that she was tricked into the assassination
along with her co-accused, Indonesian Siti Aisyah.
“She was cheated,” Thanh told AFP, his eyes bloodshot
and his face weathered.

Huong and Siti have been behind bars since Kim
Jong Nam was killed with the toxic VX nerve agent at
a busy Kuala Lumpur airport in February 2017. After
months of hearings, a judge ruled yesterday there is
enough evidence for the trial to proceed, dashing hopes
of an acquittal. “I love my daughter and miss her, but
there’s nothing I can do,” said Thanh, 64, who works as
a cleaner and parking lot attendant at a nearby market.

Huong, a former hair salon worker, left home after
high school and spent a few years studying pharma-
cology and accounting in Hanoi. She then moved to
Malaysia, where like many Vietnamese migrant work-

ers she hoped for a better life than the one on offer in
her poor rice-farming village.

Her flashy fashion, foreign boyfriends and edgy
hairstyles quickly sparked chatter among neighbours
back home. That gossip exploded after she was linked
to Kim’s murder, and videos quickly circulated of a
woman who looks like her auditioning for the “Vietnam
Idol” TV series. Other unsubstantiated images showed
the same young woman kissing a famous social media
prankster on a popular YouTube channel.

Her apparent hunger for fame may have embroiled
her in the shocking assassination that has grabbed
global headlines.  Huong and Siti’s lawyers say they
believed they were taking part in a practical joke for a
TV show, but prosecutors argue they acted with intent
to kill. Thanh is adamant that his 30-year-old daughter,
who spent much of her youth going to church with him,
is innocent. “I’m very sad,” he said, sitting in his house
130 kilometers (80 miles) southeast of Hanoi where
Huong grew up.

Seeking fair trial 
The two women are the only people in custody for

Kim’s death after four North Korean suspects impli-
cated in the assassination fled Malaysia shortly after
the killing. The pair now could face death by hanging
if found guilty.  Huong visited her village sporadically
over the years, one of the last times in 2015 after her
mother died of heart disease when Huong was just 27
years old. “She cried and cried,” her dad recalled, sit-
ting next to his deceased wife’s altar. Huong has ap-
peared sullen in her court appearances since her arrest
and looked shocked and tearful yesterday as the judge
handed down the ruling. — AFP

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
could step down if the son of former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos succeeds in overturning his
2016 vice presidential election defeat, Duterte’s
spokesman said yesterday. Duterte’s single term
ends in June 2022 and he has spoken often re-
cently about quitting before that. At two sepa-
rate events on Tuesday he said he was “ready to
go”, expressing frustration about his failure to
tackle illicit drugs and corruption in government.
However, he said was reluctant to do that now
because a constitutional succession would mean
handing power to Vice President Leni Robredo,
whom he said was not up to the job.

Robredo, who leads the opposition party,
was not Duterte’s choice for vice president and
was elected separately having narrowly de-
feated Ferdinand Marcos Jr, the son and name-
sake of the ousted former ruler.

Marcos, better known as “Bongbong”, has
challenged the result alleging fraud. The
Supreme Court has ordered a recount, a com-
plex process that got underway in April and
could take several years. Robredo says she won
fairly. Duterte’s spokesman, Harry Roque, said
the president had a “real, genuine wish to step
down” if a qualified leader could replace him.
Marcos was among those he would prefer,
Roque said. “If there’s development and he will
win the protest and he becomes the vice presi-
dent, yes, he will make true his word,” Roque
told a regular news briefing.

In a statement, Marcos expressed his grati-

tude to Duterte for showing faith in him, but said
the president should finish his term. “I urge him
not to leave the presidency as our people still
need him for the betterment of our lives and our
country,” Marcos said. 

South China Seas rebuke
China rebuffed Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte’s call for Beijing to rethink its conduct in
the South China Sea yesterday, saying China had
the right to react to foreign ships or aircraft that
get close to its islands.

Duterte said China has no right to repel for-
eign aircraft and boats passing by its artificial is-
lands in the disputed waterway, and that he
hoped China would “temper” its behaviour and
stop restricting movements. In a statement sent
to Reuters, China’s Foreign Ministry said the
Spratly Islands are China’s inherent territory and
that China respects the right to freedom of nav-
igation and overflight that all countries enjoy in
the South China Sea under international law.

“But China has a right to take necessary steps
to respond to foreign aircraft and ships that de-
liberately get close to or make incursions into the
air and waters near China’s relevant islands, and
provocative actions that threaten the security of
Chinese personnel stationed there,” it said.

“China urges the relevant party to meet China
halfway, and jointly protect the present good sit-
uation that has not come easily in the South
China Sea,” the ministry added, without elabo-
rating. China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia,

Vietnam and Brunei have competing claims to
the Spratly archipelago, where China has rapidly
turned reefs into artificial islands that appear to
be military installations, from which its personnel
routinely instruct foreign vessels to leave.
Duterte has a policy of engagement with Beijing,
in the hope of securing billions of dollars in grants,

loans and investments, and has rejected criticism
that he is acquiescing to Chinese pressure or sur-
rendering Philippines sovereignty. However, in-
stead of blaming China for building and
militarizing islands in disputed waters, he has said
the United States was at fault for not blocking the
construction when it started. — Reuters

Philippines’ Duterte could resign 
if Marcos Jr becomes VP: Official

China rebuffs Duterte’s South China Seas rebuke

HANOI: An outspoken activist in Viet-
nam was jailed for 20 years yesterday
for allegedly calling for an election boy-
cott and inciting environmental protests
in the one-party state that has little tol-
erance for dissent. The communist coun-
try is notorious for jailing its critics but
the harsh sentence was the heaviest in
years as a hardline administration in
charge since 2016 intensifies its crack-
down against activists.

Le Dinh Luong was convicted for “at-
tempting to overthrow the state” in a
half-day trial against the 52-year-old
who appeared gaunt and grey-haired in
court in central Nghe An province. The
swift trial was conducted with none of his
witnesses allowed to testify, which the
court mysteriously blamed on “health
reasons”, his lawyer Ha Huy Son told AFP.

“I asked for a cancellation because
witnesses were not allowed to speak, but
they were not brought to court,” Son
said, confirming the 20-year jail term. A
prominent activist in the region, Luong
was accused of posting clips online in-

citing people to join months-long
protests following a toxic leak by a Tai-
wanese steel firm that caused mass fish
deaths in 2016.

Luong was also blamed for calling for
an election boycott that year, according
to state media. His wife said yesterday
he had been unfairly targeted for trying
to help people. “My husband is innocent.
He has only acted on behalf of the poor
and victims of injustices,” Nguyen Thi
Quy said. Luong joins scores of dissi-
dents, bloggers and lawyers behind bars
in Vietnam, where public protests of any
kind are banned and political parties
prohibited from forming.

All media is state-run in the country
and many activists like Luong have
turned to social media to air grievances.
But a new cybersecurity bill that re-
quires Facebook and others to hand over
user data and remove “offensive” con-
tent if requested by the government
threatens to censor one of the few re-
maining platforms available to activists
in the country. — AFP

Vietnam activist gets 20 years
for ‘inciting protests’

MANILA: In this file photo, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte delivers his speech during the 117th
police anniversary celebration at the national headquarters in Manila on August 8, 2018. — AFP


