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WASHINGTON: US newspapers big and small
hit back yesterday at President Donald Trump’s
relentless attacks on the news media, launching
a coordinated campaign of editorials stressing
the importance of a free press. Leading the
charge was The Boston Globe, which had issued
an appeal for this drive-accompanied by the
hashtag #EnemyofNone-that has been joined by
more than 200 newspapers around the country.

“Today in the United States we have a pres-
ident who has created a mantra that members of
the media who do not blatantly support the poli-
cies of the current US administration are the
‘enemy of the people,’” the Globe editorial said.

“This is one of the many lies that have been
thrown out by this president, much like an old-
time charlatan threw out ‘magic’ dust or water
on a hopeful crowd,” it added in a piece entitled
“Journalists are not the Enemy.”

Trump’s treatment of the press is also en-
couraging strongmen such as Vladimir Putin of
Russia and Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Turkey to
treat journalists like enemies, the Globe argued.

The coordinated effort comes amid Trump’s
persistent claims that mainstream media outlets
that publish articles critical of him are churning
out “fake news.” 

Free press advocates argue that Trump’s ef-
forts threaten the role of the news media as a
check against abuse of power in government and
imperil the constitutional First Amendment guar-
antee of freedom of the press. The New York

Times, one of the most frequent targets of
Trump’s criticism, ran a short, seven-paragraph
editorial under a giant headline with all capital
letters that read “A FREE PRESS NEEDS YOU”
and with the statement that it is only right for
people to criticize the press, say, for getting
something wrong.

“But insisting that truths you don’t like are
‘fake news’ is dangerous to the lifeblood of
democracy. And calling journalists the ‘enemy of
the people’ is dangerous, period,” the Times
wrote. Across the country, other papers joined
in, defending their place in society-from uphold-
ing the truth to simply saving people time. “At a
practical level, we journalists sit through boring
government meetings and learn about public
school financing formulas, so you don’t have to,”
said The Arizona Daily Star. “It’s not as lofty a
statement as the First Amendment, but it serves.”

Cannot sit back 
Free press advocates say Trump is a real

threat to the role of the press.
“I don’t think the press can just sit back and

take it, they need to make their case when the
most powerful man in the world tries to undercut
the First Amendment,” said Ken Paulson, a for-
mer editor-in-chief of USA Today who heads the
Newseum’s First Amendment Center and is dean
of communications at Middle Tennessee State
University.

But Paulson questioned whether editorials

would be effective. “The people who read edi-
torials don’t need to be convinced,” he said.
“They are not the ones trying to shout you down
at presidential rallies.”

In the face of a White House onslaught, Paul-
son said the media needs a broader marketing
campaign to highlight the importance of a free

press as a core value. The campaign also faces
the potential for galvanizing supporters of the
president around the notion that the media is out
to get him. “The media are organizing an ever
more deliberate and public attack on @realDon-
aldTrump and on the ‘deplorable’ half of the
country who support him.  — AFP

US newspapers hit back at 
Trump, defend free press 

WASHINGTON: Former CIA Director
John Brennan fired back at President Don-
ald Trump yesterday with an op-ed pub-
lished in the New York Times one day after
the president revoked the Obama-era of-
ficial’s security clearance, saying he would
not be scared into silence.

The Republican president said in a
statement on Wednesday that he was
evaluating whether to strip clearances
from other outspoken former top offi-
cials. Trump said he revoked Brennan’s
authorization for making what he called
“a series of unfounded and outrageous
allegations” about his administration and
engaging in “frenzied commentary” that
sought to “sow division and chaos.”
Brennan has been a sharp critic of
Trump. In an interview with the Wall

Street Journal, Trump directly connected
his decision to the ongoing federal probe
into alleged Russian interference in the
2016 election and allegedly collusion by
his presidential campaign.

“I call it the rigged witch hunt, (it) is
a sham,” Trump told the newspaper on
Wednesday. “And these people led it.”

“It’s something that had to be done,”
Trump added. The president has denied
any collusion and Russia said it did not
interfere. Brennan, who led the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency under Demo-
cratic President Barack Obama, called
Trump’s denials “hogwash.”

“The only questions that remain are
whether the collusion that took place con-
stituted criminally liable conspiracy,
whether obstruction of justice occurred to
cover up any collusion or conspiracy, and
how many members of ‘Trump Incorpo-
rated’ attempted to defraud the govern-
ment by laundering and concealing the
movement of money into their pockets,’ he
wrote in the Times. Trump’s move showed
he “clearly has become more desperate to
protect himself and those close to him,
which is why he made the politically mo-
tivated decision to revoke my security
clearance in an attempt to scare into si-
lence others who might dare to challenge
him,” Brennan said. — Reuters

Ex-CIA boss
says won’t be
scared into 
silence after
Trump slap

BOSTON: People pass by the busy intersection of State Street and Congress Street across
from the new location of the Boston Globe at 53 State Street, Boston, at one Exchange Place
in the Exchange Building on Wednesday. —AFP

Hashtag #EnemyofNone joined by more than 200 newspapers in US

US clergy sex abuse 
revelation fuels 
push to reform 
assault laws
BOSTON/NEW YORK: The latest revelation of wide-
spread child sexual abuse by Roman Catholic clergy has
given impetus to efforts by legislators, including a Penn-
sylvania lawmaker who has said he was raped by a priest
as a child, to make it easier to prosecute such cases.

State Representative Mark Rozzi, 47, said he has
fought for years to give people who say they were sex-
ually assaulted as children more time to report such
crimes to police in Pennsylvania, one of 14 U.S. states
considering bills to extend the statute of limitations for
such offenses.

“We’re going to get what the victims want,” Rozzi
said in a telephone interview on Wednesday, a day
after a grand jury found that 301 priests had sexually
abused about 1,000 children over the past 70 years in
Pennsylvania.

“You either support victims or you support pe-
dophiles,” Rozzi said. The grand jury report was the
latest revelation in a scandal that has rocked the
Catholic Church since the Boston Globe in 2002 re-
ported that priests had preyed on young boys and girls
and that church leaders had covered it up.

Similar reports have emerged in Europe, Australia
and Chile, prompting lawsuits, sending dioceses into

bankruptcy and undercutting the moral authority of
the leadership of the Church, which has some 1.2 billion
members around the world. A statute of limitations is
a law requiring that prosecutors bring a criminal case
within a certain time frame. The advocacy group Child
USA said such statutes can block justice as children
may not realize they were victims of sex crimes for
decades.

Amy Hill, a spokeswoman for the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference, the bishops’ political arm in the
state, declined on Wednesday to say whether bishops
supported or opposed eliminating statutes of limita-
tions. “The time to discuss legislation will come later,”
she said. “Our focus now is on improving ways that
survivors and their families can recover.” In the past,
the group had spoken out against the idea.

The national bishops’ conference did not respond
to a request for comment. Some 41 states have elim-
inated statutes of limitations for criminally prosecut-
ing child sex abuse. Earlier this year, Michigan and
Hawaii passed laws giving victims more time to re-
port sexual assaults on children. Pennsylvania was
one of the first US states to raise the age for report-
ing child sexual abuse. In 2002 it lifted the age to 30
from 23 and five years later raised it to age 50. State
legislators are ready to take up Rozzi’s bill eliminating
the limit, said Steve Miskin, a spokesman for House
Majority Leader Representative Dave Reed. “It’s def-
initely something that he’s looking to bring up sooner
than later,” Miskin said.

Tuesday’s report could help push through bills in
states from California to New Hampshire that would
relax the limits for criminal or civil action on sexual as-
saults on children, said Marci Hamilton, chief executive
of the advocacy group Child USA. —Reuters


