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Man jailed for hoax bomb
call so he could catch UK
flight to Los Angeles
LONDON: A French man who was running late for his flight from London
to Los Angeles tried to delay it by calling police to say there was a bomb
on board.

Librarian Jacob Meir Abdellak, who lives in east London, made the call
eight minutes before his 5.47 am Norwegian Air flight from Gatwick Air-
port was due to leave on May 11 because he was significantly late and air-
line staff had refused to allow him on board, a court heard.

His hoax meant passengers had to be re-screened and take-off was
delayed by 90 minutes. An investigation by Gatwick revealed that the hoax
call had been made using the same number linked to his booking.

When Abdellak returned to the airport to take another flight to the
United States on May 22, he was arrested.

He initially claimed he had lost his phone’s SIM card but on Tuesday
pleaded guilty at Lewes Crown Court to communicating false information
regarding a noxious substance likely to create serious risk to human health.
He was sentenced to 10 months in prison.

“This was a quite ridiculous decision made by Abdellak, who fabricated
an extremely serious allegation purely for his own benefit,” said Gatwick
Police Chief Inspector Marc Clothier yesterday.

“He was running late for his flight and thought it would be a good idea
to call in a hoax bomb, however this turned out to be the worst decision
he could have made.” — Reuters

Police get more 
time to hold man 
arrested over UK 
parliament attack
LONDON: British police on Wednesday obtained more
time to question a man arrested outside the Houses of Par-
liament for attempted murder and suspected terrorism
after a car ploughed into cyclists before crashing into pro-
tective barriers.

Three people were injured when the 29-year-old,
named by media as Salih Khater, careered over a pavement
and into the group of cyclists during Tuesday’s morning
rush-hour in Westminster. Police said the man, a British na-
tional originally from Sudan, was initially arrested on sus-
picion of terrorism offences but had now been “further
arrested for attempted murder”.

Westminster Magistrates’ Court approved a warrant
Wednesday to continue holding the suspect until Monday,
authorities added. The BBC reported that he came to
Britain as a refugee and had been granted asylum. He re-
mains in custody at a south London police station.

Two of the injured victims-a man and a woman-were
taken to hospital but have now been discharged. The third
was treated at the scene. The incident had disturbing par-
allels with an attack last year, when a man drove his car
into pedestrians on Westminster Bridge before crashing
outside parliament and running inside. Khalid Masood fa-

tally stabbed a police officer guarding parliament-one of
five people killed that day-before being shot dead.

The man involved in Tuesday’s incident was believed to
be from Birmingham, according to his local MP-the same
English city where Masood also lived.

Police searched two addresses in Birmingham on Tues-
day and were at a third address on Wednesday. Another
location in nearby Nottingham was also searched.

Son of Sudanese farmers 
Top police counter-terrorism officer Neil Basu said on

Tuesday that the suspect was not believed to be known to
intelligence agencies, but British media reported he was
known to local police. Reports said that Khater is a shop
manager in Birmingham and had studied at Sudan Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, citing his Facebook page.

His brother described him as a “normal person” with no
fanatical ideas, and no links to any religious group, accord-
ing to the BBC. Abdullah Khater told the broadcaster his
family-who are originally from Darfur in Sudan-was in “a
state of shock” over the incident.

Meanwhile Abubakr Ibrahim, a childhood friend, told
The Times: “He is not a terrorist. I have known him since
childhood. He is a good man.” He told the newspaper
Khater was the son of sorghum farmers, and had moved to
Britain about five years ago in order to earn money to help
his family.  A spokesman for Coventry University in central
England confirmed Khater began studying accountancy
there in September, but dropped out in May.

The Daily Mail tabloid reported friends of Khater saying
that his father and brother had recently died within months
of each other. It added that he had shared music with his
friends on Facebook, including Celine Dion, Eminem and Ri-
hanna, but had not posted much for several years. — AFP 

GENOA: Italy’s populist government was on a
war footing yesterday with the Italian operator
of the bridge that collapsed and killed dozens in
the port city of Genoa as desperate efforts to
find survivors in the rubble went into a third day.

Shares in Atlantia, the holding company of in-
frastructure giant Autostrade per L’Italia, plum-
meted after the government said it would seek
to revoke its lucrative contracts.

On the ground, rescue workers toiled among
bulldozers and cranes to find survivors amid the
ruins of a vast span of the Morandi bridge that
collapsed on Tuesday, sending about 35 cars and
several trucks plunging 45 metres (150 feet) onto
railway tracks below.  There still may be between
10 and 20 people missing under the rubble of the
highway bridge that collapsed in Genoa this
week, the city’s chief magistrate said yesterday.

Francesco Cozzi told Reuters by telephone
that it was the working hypothesis based on in-
formation from relatives who have not heard
from family members and the number of vehicles
believed to be on the bridge on Tuesday.

Officials said 38 people were confirmed dead.
“We were unlucky last night, we did not find
anyone. We are still looking for cavities that can
hide people, living or not,” said fire official
Emanuele Gissi, adding that the unstable rubble
has made the search operation “dangerous”.

“We are trying to cut the big pieces of con-
crete that fell off the bridge, after which we will
move them with the cranes and send in search
dogs. Then our personnel will try to see if there

are any positive signs.”
The government has blamed Autostrade per

l’Italia, which operates and maintains nearly half
of the country’s motorways, for the tragedy that
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said yesterday
has claimed at least 38 lives.

Children aged eight, 12 and 13 were among
the dead, Interior Minister Matteo Salvini said
Wednesday, adding that more people were still
missing. Sixteen people were injured.

Three Chileans, who live in Italy, and four
French nationals were also killed. The govern-
ment has announced a year-long state of emer-
gency in the region, with five million euros going
towards recovery work. Conte said Wednesday
that his government would seek to revoke the
company’s contract for the A10 motorway, which
includes the bridge, while Transport Minister
Danilo Toninelli said the company should be
fined up to 150 million euros ($170 million).

The government, in power only since June,
claims that Autostrade failed to carry out neces-
sary maintenance of the bridge, which has also
drawn fire from engineering experts.

A transport ministry spokesperson told AFP
the government was mulling revoking all other
motorway contracts awarded to the company.

Autostrade denies that it scrimps on motor-
way maintenance, saying it has invested over one
billion euros a year in “safety, maintenance and
strengthening of the network” since 2012.

Autostrade’s holding company Atlantia,
whose shares crashed 24 percent yesterday after

a brief suspension, slammed the government for
threatening to revoke its contracts “without any
verification of the material causes of the acci-
dent”. It warned that the government would have
to refund the group the value of the contract,
which runs until at least 2038.

The tragedy has focused anger on the struc-
tural problems that have dogged the decades-
old Morandi bridge and Autostrade. Deputy
prime minister Luigi Di Maio said yesterday:

“You just can’t die while paying tolls.”
Survivors recounted the heart-stopping mo-

ment when the bridge buckled, tossing vehicles
and hunks of concrete into the abyss. Davide
Capello, a former goalkeeper for Italian Serie A
club Cagliari, plunged with his car but was un-
scathed. “I was driving along the bridge, and at
a certain point I saw the road in front of me col-
lapse, and I went down with the car,” he told TV
news channel Sky TG24. — Agencies

GENOA: A man living near the Morandi motorway bridge answers journalists’ questions during his
evacuation, two days after a section collapsed in Genoa yesterday.— AFP

Between 10-20 people may still be missing 

Italian bridge company under 
fire as rescuers toil for third day


