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COCHIN: India residents stand on the shore as Periyar river flooded following monsoon rains at
Aluva, in the Indian state of Kerala, yesterday.—AFP

ERNAKULAM: Fire and Rescue personnel evacuate local residents in an inflatable boat from a
flooded area at Muppathadam near Eloor in Kochi’s Ernakulam district. — AFP

COCHIN: Kochi’s International airport apron is seen flooded following monsoon rains in the Indian
state of Kerala on Wednesday. — AFP

ALUVA: Indian fire and rescue personnel evacuate local residents in boat  following monsoon
rains at Aluva yesterday.—AFP

women wading through chest-high waters that
had gushed into their homes.

Many used social media to send rooftop dis-
tress calls, some with video.

Greeta Mathew pleaded for help for her fam-
ily in a Twitter message. “Anybody reading
this,PLZ HELP. My relatives are stuck on the
upper floor of house with an 8 months pregnant

lady, in Edayaranmula, Pathanamthitta dist. All
rescue control rooms’ numbers busy. No rescue
team reached yet. No contact with family since
last evening,” she said.

North and central Kerala has been worst hit
by the floods but all 14 of the state’s districts
have been put on alert as heavy rain is predicted
for several days. In the main city of Kochi, the in-

ternational airport was closed until at least Sat-
urday because of flooding. Departures were
cancelled while incoming flights have been di-
verted to other airports in India.

All public transport has been stopped with
many buses left abandoned in the road. 

Elsewhere, eight people were swept away
on Wednesday after a sudden water surge hit

a popular picnic in Madhya Pradesh state. An-
other 45 stranded were rescued on Thursday
by police. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
yesterday on Twitter that he has ordered the
defense ministry “to further step up the rescue
and relief operations across the state. Praying
for the safety and well-being of the people of
Kerala”. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court yesterday termed as “grave”
the flood situation in Kerala and agreed to hear a plea seeking
central government’s mediation between Kerala and Tamil Nadu
state governments over the issue of the Mullaperiyar Dam cross-
ing the 142-feet threshold.

A bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Indu Mal-
hotra considered the submission of a lawyer and agreed to hear
the plea today itself.

The petition seeks a decision on disaster management steps in
the background of the floods, opening of 33 dams in Kerala, con-
fusion between Kerala and Tamil Nadu chief ministers as water in
the Mullaperiyar Dam has crossed the 142-ft threshold.

The death toll in the current phase of monsoon fury in the
southern state has crossed 100 while rains and flood water have
caused extensive damage.

Rise in flood waters in Periyar River due to the rains and open-
ing of all shutters of all major dams including Mullaperiyar,
Cheruthoni, part of Idukki reservoir, and Idamalayar, have severely
affected millions of lives of people in downstream areas.

Kerala situation 
grave: Top court

KOCHI: Submerged vehicles on a flooded street are pictured following monsoon rains in Kochi, in the Indian state of Kerala, yesterday. — AFP


