
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A military exercise joining
forces from the police, military and na-
tional guard in addition to American
troops concluded yesterday. The ‘Al-
Haris Al-Khafeer’ (Invincible Sentry)
exercise included drills on how to han-
dle cross border terrorism. It took
place at the Special Forces Theater in
the presence of the Acting Assistant
Undersecretary for Special Security
Maj Gen Shukri Al-Najjar. The exercise
had joint response scenarios and coor-
dination tactics against terrorism in ad-
dition to improving the means of
dealing jointly with rumors threatening

regional security. 
Approximately 400 US military per-

sonnel joined 362 Kuwaiti security
forces for Invincible Sentry 2018 (IS 18),
a crisis response exercise conducted by
US Central Command, in coordination
with other US government agencies and
the Government of Kuwait, the US Em-
bassy said in a statement yesterday.

The scenario focused on bilateral co-
ordination and response to a transitional
terrorism threat. “The exercise was a
unique opportunity to allow participat-
ing forces to train together and pursue
ways to better address common threats
to regional security at the operational
level,” the embassy said.
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Featuring forces from police, military, national guard, American troops

Third suspect arrested
in Arab man’s murder
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police arrested a man identified as the third suspect in the murder
of an Arab man recently. The suspect, who has been at large since Sunday,
was arrested in Um Al-Haiman area yesterday, the Relations and Security In-
formation Department at the Interior Ministry said. He was later taken to the
concerned authorities. The suspect was involved in the murder of an Egyptian
man who was stabbed to death during a fight in Bneid Al-Gar last Sunday.
The alleged murderer and his wife were arrested less than 24 hours later at
Kuwait International Airport while they were trying to leave Kuwait.

Meanwhile, the Interior Ministry denied reports about airport taxi drivers
going on strike. It said that a traffic policeman was surprised by a taxi driver
attacking him, and he asked for backup as other drivers joined in and attacked
police. All the drivers involved were later arrested.

In other news, Farwaniya municipality carried out two campaigns to re-
move encroachments on state property, following complaints about automo-
bile body spare part shops. The campaigns resulted in the removal of 13
unlicensed garages and issuance of six citations. The Head of the Emergency
Team Ahmad Al-Shareeka said a campaign in Ardhiya resulted in issuing
seven citations for violations of failure to place signs in visible areas, while 18
street ads were removed. 

‘Al-Haris Al-Khafeer’ joint
military exercise concludes

Panel mulls 
proposal to
reduce expats
in public schools
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The parliament’s education committee ap-
proved a proposal to review the number of expatriate
students in public schools. Expats are generally not al-
lowed to enroll their children in state-run schools, but
exceptions are given to those working in certain profes-
sions such as public school teachers and medical staff in
public hospitals. There are nearly 30,000 Arab students
in public schools according to official statistics, and their
education is costing the government around KD 9,000
for each student, argue the lawmakers who submitted
the proposal. The MPs are requesting that the govern-
ment reconsiders its current policy of providing educa-
tion for non-Kuwaiti students at public schools, and
instead refocus the funds that can be saved from reduc-
ing the number of Arab students on improving the qual-
ity of education given to Kuwaiti students. Kuwait
ranked 94th out of 137 countries in the 2017-2018

Global Competitiveness Report, issued by the World
Economic Forum early this year.

Meanwhile, Minister Dr Hamid Al-Azmi and former
minister Bader Al-Essa had repeatedly addressed the
issue of students’ overcapacity at public schools, which
forces staff at some schools to increase the number of
students in each classroom, especially in Farwaniya and
Hawally. And while they noted that the number of expat
students is on the increase, they said that the number of
bedoon (stateless) students is currently limited, as they
include the children of military personnel only, according
to sources. The MPs propose only keeping non-Kuwaiti
students who are Gulf nationals and children of Kuwaiti
woman, along with bedoons who are children of military
personnel.

In other news, the Ministry of Higher Education an-
nounced that it started accepting scholarship applica-
tions for Kuwaiti holders of English secondary school
certificates. This will continue until August 27, and the
applications can be made online. Scholarships for
2018/2019 include 134 majors in eight countries only:
The United States, the United Kingdom, Australia,
Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, Malta and France. The
ministry distributed the majors between countries as fol-
lows: The US with 40 majors, Ireland with 29, Australia
with 26, the UK with 19, New Zealand with 9, Canada
with 8, France with 2 and Mata with 1. Conditions for cit-
izens who wish to receive a scholarship include that ap-
plicant’s age must not be less than 17 years and no more
than 23, and gets a score of five in IELTS or 45 TOEFL
during one year of the date of acceptance.


