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Kuwait’s leading entertainment company
in Kuwait and gulf region, Kuwait
National Cinema Company (KNCC), is

rolling out its rebranded Cinescape across all its
locations. Coinciding with the rebrand roll-out,
KNCC is opening a new multiplex at Al-Kout
Mall, which was revealed during a prestigious
inauguration ceremony. This marks a strategic
milestone for KNCC not only for its rebrand,
but also as part of its plans for further expan-
sion as it cements its key position as the premi-
um entertainment company in the Kuwait and
wider GCC.

For more than six decades KNCC has been a
pioneer in Kuwait and the GCCs movie and
entertainment history, with grand plans to con-
tinue its leading momentum, committed to deliv-
ering unmatched services and products for
years to come.

Commenting on the rebranding, KNCC
Business Development Manager. Khaled Issam
Al-Marzouq said that the launch of the new
brand embodies KNCC’s strategy of improving
its services and keeping pace with the latest
developments in the global entertainment indus-
try. This, he added, is particularly evident in the
company’s delivery of the latest screening inno-
vations, offering cinema viewers sublime
moviegoing experiences packed with enjoyment
and thrill.

“Kuwait National Cinema Company has
come a long way since its establishment in 1954
and is now the region’s leading provider of
entertainment, and particularly cinematic offer-
ings,” Al-Marzouq said. “Over the years, the
company has upheld its values of catering to all

ages and tastes, while also respecting local cus-
toms and traditions when it comes to the movie-
choosing process. Furthermore, KNCC boasts a
unique set of theaters of an unparalleled cut-
ting-edge technology and unique design”. 

Cinescape Al-Kout Mall is the latest addition
to a host of Cinescape cinemas spread through-
out Kuwait. Enriching the entertainment offering
of Al-Kout Mall, in Fahaheel, the new multiplex
offers nine new state-of-the-art theaters, with
seating of 1,586 combined, including premium
choices for maximum convenience and luxury,
all featuring an extraordinary design with the
utilization of the most developed cinematic
technologies, including IMAX with Laser and
4DX. Moreover, 17 points of sale and nine self-
payment devices have been set up for an easier
and smoother payment service. Cinescape Al-
Kout Mall will also see the launch of an
unprecedented service in Kuwait, allowing visi-
tors to pre-order their choice of food and bev-
erage online. Not having to stand in long queues
anymore, the visitors will enjoy faster entry into
the cinema.

“Kuwait National Cinema Company is mak-
ing significant investment to enhance the movie-
going experience, with plans to increase the
number of its cinemas to more than 105 across
the whole of Kuwait by 2022. All of our theaters
will be equipped with cutting-edge designs and
technology for an innovative experience that
exceeds visitors’ expectations” Al-Marzouq
concluded.

Asserting its status as the entertainment des-
tination of choice in Kuwait, the company is
redeveloping a number of its main Cinescape

cinemas, equipping them with the latest audio-
visual technologies. One of those, Dolby
Cinema, will see the introduction of the laser-
based Dolby Vision technology as well as Dolby
Atmos surround sound, and is expected to open
in the final quarter of the current year in 360
Mall. KNCC is also working on the redevelop-
ment of Cinescape Avenues and Cinescape Al-
Muhallab, in tandem with numerous projects
that are stil l  in progress. These include
Cinescape cinemas in The Assima Project,
Kuwait City, and three new cinemas within Souq
Al Kout, under a unique new brand line expand-
ing the KNCC portfolio. 

Kuwait National Cinema Company launches 
reimagined Cinescape brand ahead of Eid Al-Adha

Ailing Aretha
Franklin visited 
by Stevie Wonder,
Jesse Jackson
Aretha Franklin, the legendary soul singer

who has fallen gravely ill, was visited at her
Detroit-area home on Tuesday by fellow

recording artist Stevie Wonder, US civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson and ex-husband Glynn
Turman, her publicist said. Franklin, 76, a one-time
gospel singer whose reign as the “Queen of Soul”
has spanned more than 50 years, is under hospice
care at her home, according to publicist
Gwendolyn Quinn. Quinn declined to discuss
Franklin’s ailment, but said: “She’s seriously ill.”

The singer, whose hit songs include “Chain of
Fools” and “Think,” has a long-standing profes-
sional relationship with Wonder, with whom she
performed 13 years ago at the Annual Soul Train
Lady of Soul Awards in Pasadena, California. She
and Turman were married from 1978 to 1984.

In her heyday of the 1960 and 1970s, Franklin
dominated the music charts with hits including “I
Never Loved a Man (The Way I Love You),” “Baby,
I Love You,” “(You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural
Woman,” and “Respect,” a cover of an Otis
Redding tune that became a song of empowerment
during the US civil rights era. Franklin’s fans,
including former US President Bill Clinton, have
taken to social media to express their thoughts.
“Like people all around the world, Hillary and I are
thinking about Aretha Franklin tonight & listening
to her music that has been such an important part
of our lives the last 50 years,” Clinton said in a
tweet on Monday night. — Reuters

Singer Aretha Franklin performs onstage during a cere-
mony of the Elton John AIDS Foundation at Cathedral of
St John the Divine in New York City. — AFP

Actor Ethan Peck-whose grandfather was
Hollywood legend Gregory Peck-has
been cast as iconic half-Vulcan science

officer Spock in CBS’s “Star Trek: Discovery.”
The hiring sees the relatively obscure 32-year-
old boldly go where stars Zachary Quinto and-
most famously-Leonard Nimoy have gone
before. “Through 52 years of television and film,
a parallel universe and a mirror universe, Mr.
Spock remains the only member of the original
bridge crew to span every era of ‘Star Trek,’”
executive producer Alex Kurtzman said in a
statement.  “The great Leonard Nimoy, then the
brilliant Zachary Quinto, brought incomparable
humanity to a character forever torn between
logic and emotion.” 

The show launched in 1966 with a five-year

mission “to boldly go where no man has gone
before,” and became a multi-billion-dollar cul-
tural phenomenon, adored by fans the world
over. Nimoy was introduced as Spock in the
original series, as the first officer to Captain
James T. Kirk (William Shatner), and both Nimoy
and Quinto took on the role in the 2009-16
rebooted trilogy. 

“We searched for months for an actor who
would, like them, bring his own interpretation to
the role,” Kurtzman added. “An actor who would,
like them, effortlessly embody Spock’s greatest
qualities, beyond obvious logic: empathy, intu-
ition, compassion, confusion, and yearning.”

Peck-known for ABC sitcom “10 Things I
Hate About You”-will be unveiled in the second
season of “Star Trek: Discovery,” due for

release in early 2019 on the CBS All Access
streaming service. Known for his quiet dignity,
Peck’s grandfather was one of the great stars
of Hollywood’s golden era, starring in such
classic movies as “Roman Holiday” and “Cape
Fear.” He picked up five Oscar nominations,
winning for “To Kill a Mockingbird,” and died
in June 2003 at the age of 87. The announce-
ment comes days after British star Patrick
Stewart, 78, revealed he would be reprising his
role as Jean-Luc Picard in a new CBS Star Trek
series centering on the character’s life post
“Star Trek: Next Generation,” which ran from
1987 until 1994. — AFP

One of China’s biggest and wealthiest film stars,
actress Fan Bingbing, has disappeared from pub-
lic view as authorities probe alleged tax evasion

by entertainers, sparking growing fan speculation over
her fate. The 36-year-old actress, model, and producer
has been a household name in China for years and tasted
Hollywood success with a role in the 2014 blockbuster
“X-Men: Days of Future Past.”

But Fan, usually active on social media, has gone dark
online and has reportedly not been seen in public for
weeks. “Will Fan Bingbing go to prison?” asked one of
hundreds of thousands of recent postings about her on
China’s popular Twitter-like Weibo platform, while others
speculated she had been banned from movies or was
under house arrest.

Fan’s troubles began in May when a former presenter
for state-run China Central Television (CCTV), Cui
Yongyuan, posted purported contracts online that sug-
gested she had received under-the-table payments. The
documents Cui posted suggested Fan was officially paid
10 million yuan ($1.45 million) for a project while unoffi-
cially receiving an additional 50 million yuan-all for four
days of work.

So-called “yin and yang” dual contract arrangements-
with one contract for income declared to tax authorities
while the other is kept secret-are reported to be used in

China to evade taxes. After the documents posted by Cui
went viral, the national tax administration announced it
had instructed authorities in eastern Jiangsu province to
investigate alleged use of such dual contracts in the
entertainment industry. Fan was not mentioned by name
but she has businesses registered in Jiangsu.

‘Slander’ 
Exorbitant pay for Chinese film and television stars

has been a subject of online debate for years, and Fan led
Forbes magazine’s list of top-earning Chinese celebrities

in 2017 with income of 300 million yen. A statement
released by Fan’s studio said she was the victim of “slan-
der”, but did not dispute the authenticity of the docu-
ments Cui released. The actress has gone unusually quiet
on social media with no original postings to her personal
Weibo account since late May.

State news agency Xinhua reported in late June that
five Chinese government agencies, including the tax
authority and the film and broadcast regulator, would
crack down on excessive pay and tax evasion in enter-
tainment. The trend had pushed up production costs and
encouraged youths “to blindly pursue stardom”, the
agency said.

It also re-affirmed guidelines released last year cap-
ping pay for those appearing in movies, television shows,
and online programs to 40 percent of production costs
and pay for lead actors to no more than 70 percent of
the budget for performers. Nearly a dozen Chinese film
producers and video sites last week announced they also
would boycott “unreasonable” pay for actors. Fan is one
of five leading international actresses cast in the forth-
coming Hollywood spy thriller “355”, alongside Jessica
Chastain and Penelope Cruz. — AFP
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