
L o c a l Thursday, August 16, 2018

Established 1961 5

Minister of Social Affairs denies
reports she will be chief auditor

Audit Bureau to host INTOSAI-Donor Cooperation Steering Committee meeting
By Nawara Fattahova and Agencies

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs, Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh
denied yesterday reports about the intention to name
her head of the Audit Bureau in “a prospected cabinet
reshuffle.”

Minister Sabeeh, in a statement, described such
reports as absolutely false. “This matter has not been
raised at all,” she affirmed. Minister Sabeeh says she is
honored to remain serving in her current post, in line
with an Amiri Decree, re-affirming that she is pursuing
her duties in the ministry as regular. 

Upcoming meetings
Separately, the State Audit Bureau (SAB) held a

press conference yesterday at its premises in Shuwaikh
to announce the upcoming INTOSAI-Donor
Cooperation Steering Committee (IDSC) meeting and
the Capacity Building Committee (CBC) meeting that
will be held from Sept 3 to 6, 2018 at SAB. This is con-
sidered the biggest event of the Supreme Audit
Institutions (SAIs) in 2018. Various major international
audit authorities will be participating in this meeting, in
addition to many professional bodies and organizations
interested in this field.  

The CBC is considered the right hand of the
International Organization of Supreme Audit
Institutions (INTOSAI). “The main tasks of the
Capacity Building Committee are to build the capabili-
ties and professional capacities of SAIs through train-

ing, technical assistance and other development activi-
ties,” said Abdulrazzaq Abdulkareem, Director of the
Control Department on Production and Manufacturing
of Oil Institutions during the press conference. “CBC
aims to improve the role of the SAIs through develop-
ing the qualifications and capabilities of these institu-
tions. It also provides information that helps INTOSAI
in deciding issues related to the SAIs’ abilities. It also
cooperates with donors and partners in supporting the
projects that help building the abilities of the audit
institutions’ staff,” he added.

Abdulkareem also spoke about the goal of this
meeting. “This meeting aims to highlight the challenges
and chances of developing capacities in order to find
solutions including reaching donors to support financ-
ing INTOSAI. It also aims to strengthen the profession-
al skills of INTOSAI auditors and support the develop-
ment of local and regional institutions,” he stressed.
“SAB is hosting this year’s meeting to benefit from the
numerous experiences of major institutions participat-
ing in this meeting. The directors of most of these insti-
tutions will be attending this event, in addition to many
experts and consultants from the field, so SAB employ-
ees will benefit from them. Furthermore, various useful
workshops will be held and recommendations will be
made at the end of the meeting,” he explained.

The role of donors 
“Some countries don’t have enough resources to

cover their participation in some activities or to organ-
ize joint auditing programs with developed countries,

so these countries need financial and technical support
to execute these programs in order to raise their tech-
nical and professional abilities. So these needs are pre-
sented as projects to donors such as the World Bank,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Sweden,” concluded
Abdulkareem.

Iman Al-Huweidi, Senior Member of the Technical
Office for Auditing Sector of Independent Institutions,

spoke about the activities of the meeting. “About 100
participants will attend the meeting representing 49
countries and institutions. The meeting will discuss
many issues including the work abilities of SAIs with
weak performance, supporting the HR capital of SAIs,
visual presentation of the ARABOSAI, and many other
panel discussions, in addition to the various workshops
that will be held,” she pointed out.

KUWAIT: State Audit Bureau officials (from left) Abdulrazzaq Abdulkareem, Essam Al-Mutairi, and Iman Al-
Huweidi attend a press conference to announce the upcoming INTOSAI-Donor Cooperation Steering
Committee meeting and the Capacity Building Committee meeting. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Braving the excruciating summer heat, thousands
of Indians flocked to the Indian Embassy yesterday to cele-
brate India’s 72nd Independence Day. Indian Ambassador K
Jeeva Sagar hoisted the national flag at 8 am in the presence
of embassy officials and community members, followed by

the singing of the national anthem. The ambassador then
read out Indian President Ram Nath Kovind’s address to the
nation on the occasion, outlining the growth and develop-
ment of the world’s largest democracy over the last seven
decades after its independence in 1947. 

Addressing the huge crowd gathered at the premises,
the ambassador said: “For every Indian, Independence Day
is an occasion to rejoice and a day to be proud of.” Jeeva
Sagar, who took over as India’s ambassador in Kuwait six
months ago, also underscored the historically close and
warm relations between Kuwait and India. “I have the
opportunity to listen to several Kuwaitis who speak about
India in great admiration. They have high regard for India’s
freedom, diversity, culture, family values, education and its
vast diaspora,” the ambassador said.

The ambassador said he is quite proud of representing

a country that is able to supply everything to the world
today, from domestic help to satellites. Applauding the
Indian expatriate community in Kuwait and assuring them
of the embassy’s continuous support, Jeeva Sagar said:
“Wherever the Indian diaspora is there, people respect you
because of the way you behave and the way you contribute
to the best of the country of your residence.”  The large
crowd during the celebration represented a cross-section
of the largest expatriate community in Kuwait, reflecting
India’s ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural diversity.
Many cultural programs were held to mark the occasion
that included a musical band by the Bohra community and
singing of patriotic songs by various Indian cultural associ-
ations like Saradhi Kuwait and Kannada Kootta. Popular
Kuwaiti singer Mubarak Al-Rashid enthralled the crowd by
singing two Hindi patriotic songs. 
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KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador K Jeeva Sagar hoists the national flag of
India.— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Indian embassy officials during the celebration.

The ambassador addresses the gathering.

Kuwaiti singer Mubarak Al-Rashid renders an
Indian patriotic song.

The ambassador garlands the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi.

DOHA: Sidra Medicine treated its first inter-
national patient at the newly opened Heart
Center last month, ushering in an era of
reverse medical tourism for the institution.
Sidra Medicine is set to create a regional
center of excellence in pediatric and con-
genital cardiology, building on the strength
of its international team, state-of-the-art
equipment and specialty expertise in chil-
dren’s and adult congenital health.  

The 29-day-old patient was flown to
Qatar from Kuwait for an emergency opera-
tion to correct a heart defect that left her
heart unable to properly pump blood
throughout her body. Born prematurely, the
baby girl weighed just 1.3 kg at the time of
the operation which took two hours. She
will need to return to Sidra Medicine for a
series of procedures over the coming
months to correct the defect.  

Led by Dr Olivier Ghez, Division Chief of
Cardiac Surgery, and supported by a team
of many Sidra Medicine experts, the suc-
cessful operation opens up possibilities for
regional patients in need of Sidra Medicine’s
specialist expertise who can now access
care closer to home. Patients in Qatar and
the region now have access to state-of-the-
art equipment and an international team of
experts able to perform the most complex
cardiological procedures in a familiar cul-
tural setting with a team who speak their
language. 

“The entire Heart Center team feels

incredibly grateful to have been entrusted
with the care of our smallest patient to date.
We would like to thank the family and the
Kuwait Oil Company for entrusting a pre-
cious life into our care. We have built an
incredibly close and fruitful partnership with
colleagues in Kuwait who have been instru-
mental in enabling Kuwaiti patients to
access care at Sidra Medicine. We look for-
ward to working closely together in the
future,” said Professor Ziyad M Hijazi, Chair
of the Department of Pediatrics and
Director of the Heart Center. 

The Sidra Medicine Heart Center offers a
wide range of services including cardiac sur-
gery, interventional therapies, electrophysio-
logical therapies, cardiac anesthesia, perfu-
sion, extracorporeal membrane oxygenation
(ECMO), cardiac intensive care, non-invasive
cardiology, outpatient and inpatient cardiac
care, as well as fetal cardiology. 

The Heart Center is equipped with state-
of-the-art equipment and facilities designed
to enable clinical teams to achieve the high-
est standard of care and the best possible
experience for patients and their caregivers. 

•Cardiac Catheterization and
Electrophysiology Labs: Sidra Medicine
currently has three cardiac catehterizations
suites. One of the rooms is dedicated to
advanced electrophysiological procedures
with 3D mapping equipment. Another room
is a Siemens hybrid suite equipped with an
advanced catheterization machine in an
operating room environment. This room,
which is the only one of its kind in the
Middle East, enables the team to work
hand-in-hand on complex cases that will
require open-chest surgery and interven-
tional therapy at the same time. 

• Cardiac Operating Theater: Among the
many operating theaters at Sidra Medicine,
one room is dedicated to cardiac surgical

procedures. This room is equipped with the
lastest technology to enable surgeons to
perform the most complex operations on
the tiniest of patients. 

•Non-Invasive Imaging: The Heart
Center has ample space to see nine patients

simultaneously. Each room has a state-of-
the-art Philips IE33 echo machine. Further,
the center has a high-tech Exercise
Laboratory which enables the team to
assess cardiac patients and evaluate their
abilities to enroll in athletic activities.
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