
Kuwait keen on
supporting
youth: Minister
KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Mohammad Al-Jabri said Tuesday Kuwait gov-
ernment was keen on supporting youth specially that they
represent the largest segment of the society. Jabri was
speaking after honoring Meshaal Al-Otaibi, a Kuwaiti
engineer who had recently won a prize for the best scien-
tific research in architecture at a conference in Paris,
France, recently.

The government of Kuwait, he added, was relentless in
its support of Kuwaiti youth and innovators. Otaibi won
among 500 people from around the world at the 2nd
European Conference on Industrial Engineering and
Operations Management (IEOM). The engineer said he
was proud to see flag of Kuwait hoisted high at the IEOM.
Otaibi was nominated by US University of Kansas to par-
ticipate in IEOM to represent the US, but he categorically
rejected this and insisted on representing Kuwait.

Otaibi said after winning the award his scientific
research aimed at determining the effect of air distribu-

tion systems in buildings and the thermal comfort for visi-
tors and occupants of these buildings based on the height
of the ceiling as well as reducing the amount of energy
consumption by 40 percent. This research contributes to
the preservation of the environment by saving energy and
reducing the carbon footprint of buildings. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower can-
celled 58,164 work permits that are registered but no
longer valid, Deputy General Manager for bringing
and employing workers’ recruitment Hassan Al-
Khader said. This action was taken as per article 35 of
rules of granting work permits which states that the
authority can cancel work permits automatically in
many cases including the elapsing of six months of the
employee being outside the country, unless he has a
permit from the residency affairs department, or in
case of deportation, he added.

Payroll alternative
The government will not make the strategic payroll

alternative project among its priorities in the coming
parliamentary term, although some MPs demanded its
discussion and inclusion on the parliament’s agenda,
informed sources said. The government believes the
project burdens the state’s general budget with new
commitments, and as the government’s policy is to
reduce expenditure, the salary alternative project will
not be considered before dealing with the financial
deficit for the next three years, the sources explained.

The sources said the government decided to resort
to dealing with the salaries chapter in the general
budget, starting with employing Kuwaitis in the pri-
vate sector and having non-government establish-
ments comply with the percentages of Kuwaitis hired,

as a decision will be issued before the yearend to
increase percentages of Kuwaitis in banks, communi-
cations companies and administrative jobs.

Retirement
Minister of Public Works and State Minister for

Municipal ity Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi sent 14
employees in supervisory jobs who served for 32
years into retirement from Sept 1. The employees
were informed of the decision through warnings to
undersecretaries of their
sectors. Meanwhile,
Chairman of the Board of
Ministry of Public Works’
Labor Union Anwar Al-Azmi
said Director General  of
Public Authority for Roads
and Transportation Ahmad
Al-Hussan is ignoring laws
and decisions by not looking
into complaints of his
employees, especially those
related to employment viola-
tions against employees in his office and elsewhere.
Azmi said the secretary general was met with regards
to the complaints and he promised to look into them,
but during a meeting with the board members, denied
that such a meeting took place. He asked Roumi to
stop all violations by the director general to protect
public funds and respect the law. 

Investigation
The health ministry stated on its Twitter account

that it investigated a video clip on social media show-
ing some cleaning workers changing curtains that sep-
arate patients while patients are present, which is
something that must not be done. The ministry added
that disciplinary action was taken against the nursing
staff and the contracting company was fined. An offi-
cial source said the ministry is keen on the privacy
and comfort of patients and providing quality treat-

ment to them. The source said
official channels should be
followed to complain.

Eid campaigns
The supervision and con-

sumer protection department
at the Minister of Commerce
and Industry said campaigns
will continue during Eid Al-
Adha by teams in Kuwait’s six
governorates. It said plans
have been prepared to pre-

vent any establishment from monopolizing any prod-
uct or service. Consumers can complain through the
hotline 135 round the clock and through social media.

Privatization
Former secretary general of Kuwait engineering

assembly, which is a union for Kuwaiti engineers, said

the Ministry of Electricity
and Water’s privatization
project did not present a
clear view on the workers’
situation following privati-
zation. It also did not
present clear guarantees
to assure the workers, so
“we appeal to MPs to
play their role and defend
the rights of those who
elected them and adopt
their demands. In this
regard, he demanded
efforts to approve
allowances such as the
danger, pollution, hard labor and other allowances,
and increase salaries of all ministry employees who
will remain in the ministry by a minimum of 15 percent.
The employee who does not go to the company
should have the right to be transferred to another
ministry or government authority with a guarantee of
a similar salary. 

In appreciation
Municipal Council member Maha Ahmad Al-Baghly

proposed naming a street, area or any of the new
cities after the late Sheikha Fareeha Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah in appreciation for her contributions
to Kuwait and society.
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Imprisoned military,
police personnel
to be released
on Eid
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Defense announced yester-
day a decision to release military personnel imprisoned
for disciplinary offenses on the occasion of the forth-
coming Eid Al-Adha. Kuwait Army Chief of Staff
Mohammad Al-Khuder ordered release of these per-
sonnel, in line with instructions by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. This graceful gesture emanates
from the minister’s belief that the personnel should be
able to share the Eid joys with their families. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior announced
a decision to release all of the police members jailed for
discipline cases, on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, start-
ing Sunday. The Ministry’s Public Relations and
Security Media Department said in a press release that
the Ministry Undersecretary Issam Al-Naham issued
the decision on the instructions of Deputy Prime
Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Man leaves with
KD 4,000 transferred
to his account
KUWAIT: A court employee transferred KD 4,000 to
the account of an Egyptian man by mistake and failed
to retrieve it. Meanwhile, detectives found out that the
person who received the money has already left the
country. The issue began when the owner of an engi-
neering company, to whom the money should have
been transferred, claimed he was swindled by a person,
in addition to forgery of an official document by an
employee at the court. Detectives’ investigations led to
identifying the employee, and when questioned, he said
it was not deliberate and he was not able to recover the
money. He said he prepared a summons for the person
and gave it to Fintas police, then told the judge about
what happened and a travel ban was issued, but the
suspect had already left the country by then.
Investigations continue.

Forged degrees
The Capital prosecution summoned several suspects

to be questioned on suspicions of forging their degrees.
Among the suspects questioned is a colonel, who was
shown evidence of forgery, which gained him unde-
served incentives. Some were released on bail.

Electrocuted
The body of an Asian man was recovered by the

coroner after he was electrocuted to death. The Jahra
Hospital investigator told police that an Indian who
arrived in hospital died while being transferred to the
ICU. The incident took place while he was repairing
electric wires.

Impersonation
Salam detectives sent a Sri Lankan man to the public

prosecution for forgery and impersonation. The suspect
confessed to stealing the ID of a Bangladeshi man, then
went to a communications company and told the
employee the ID was his - he then gave his fingerprints
to get a phone and a line. The Bangladeshi man told
police he received a call from a communications com-
pany asking him to pay for his line and phone, but he
denied ever going to the company. Detectives found
where the suspect got the phone and identified him,
leading to his arrest. He confessed to the charges.

Kidnapping and harassment
Hawally prosecution is investigating a case of kid-

napping and harassment of an Arab woman by a citi-
zen who owns medical clinics, as he has faced such
accusations before. The Arab woman, who works in
one of these clinics, told Salmiya police while she was
waiting for a relative, she was surprised by the clinic
owner offering her a ride. The woman refused, but he
forced her in the car against her will, then committed
an indecent act. Investigations continue to find the
truth. — Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Manpower authority cancels
58,164 invalid work permits

Strategic payroll alternative project not priority for government

Embassy
investigating
Kuwaitis’ safety
after bridge collapse
ROME: Kuwait’s Embassy in Rome believes all
Kuwaiti residents and visiting tourists are safe in
Italy after a motorway bridge collapsed in the
northwest city of Genoa leaving dozens injured or
killed. The embassy is in contact with authorities,
whom have initially confirmed no foreign nationals
amongst the rising tally of those found dead or hurt
amid ongoing search and rescue operations.
Immediately after the incident, embassy staff made
contact with Kuwaitis with a registered presence in
the country, particularly those in coastal areas such
as Genoa, all of whom have been accounted for,
read a statement. Several hotlines have been made
available for the public in case of emergency or to
request information regarding family members.
Embassy in Rome: (+39)388-909-466, (+39)366-
210-8903 and (+39)329-496-6232. Consulate in
Milan: (+39)331-720-7743. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Mohammad Al-Jabri honors Meshaal Al-
Otaibi. — KUNA

Official asserts
importance of
Gulf media
cooperation
ABU DHABI: A Kuwaiti media offi-
cial stressed Tuesday importance of
cooperation among Gulf countries to
keep up with the latest develop-
ments in media technology and to
enhance the role of the Gulf media at
all levels. Assistant Undersecretary
of External Media sector in the
Ministry of Information Faisal Al-
Mutalaqqem made the statement
during a ministry’s delegation visit to
a number of media institutions, tele-
vision and radio channels in the
Emirates, including Emirates News
Agency (WAM) in Abu Dhabi.

Mutalaqqem added that the aim

of such visit is to also strengthen
media cooperation between Kuwait
and UAE, and exchange experiences
in the fields of audio-visual, printed
news, and mechanism of employing
technical techniques, modern equip-
ment and innovative means in various
media sectors. The Kuwaiti official
explained that such visit included
meetings with several media leaders

in various outlets in Abu Dhabi and
tackling media issues and method-
ologies aimed at improving the level
of Gulf media on the continental and
international levels. Mutalaqqem not-
ed that the close cooperation
between Kuwait and the UAE in the
media field is an addition to the
strong relations between the two
countries in all fields. — KUNA

ABU DHABI: Assistant Undersecretary of External Media sector in the
Ministry of Information Faisal Al-Mutalaqqem is seen during his visit to the
Emirates News Agency (WAM). -— KUNA


