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News in brief

Banks to provide free SMS alerts

KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait has instruct-
ed all local and foreign banks in the country to pro-
vide their clients with free Short Message Service
(SMS), giving them real-time transaction alerts. The
SMS service encompasses all debit card transac-
tions as well as online banking, but clients can be
contacted through other means if they choose so,
Governor Mohammad Al-Hashel said in a statement.
He revealed that the service will be up and running
on Sept 16 and is part of plans to provide customers
with top-notch banking services, helping banks to
deal with any potential cyber threats. Hashel also
described the measure as a surveillance tactic that
assures clients of foolproof security, given the
alarming rise in banking fraud. — KUNA

22 kids die in Nile accident 

KHARTOUM: At least 22 children drowned on their
way to school when their boat capsized in swollen
waters of the Nile river north of the Sudanese capi-
tal yesterday, official media said. A woman on board
also died when the vessel carrying more than 40
children sank about 750 km from the capital, SUNA
news agency reported. It said the small boat was
overloaded, carrying about 30 sacks of sweet pota-
toes and 10 bags of grain in addition to the children
and the woman, an employee at a local hospital. HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
extended his deepest condolences over the deaths in
a cable he sent to Sudan’s President Omar Al-Bashir,
saying he was distraught over the lives lost in the
tragic accident. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar messages. — Agencies 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) and the Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani shake hands prior to talks yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: Qatar yesterday promised to make a $15
billion direct investment in Turkey which was hit by a
currency crisis amid a widening diplomatic standoff
with the United States. Qatar’s royal court released a
statement saying the Qatari amir “issued directives that
will see the State of Qatar to provide a host of econom-
ic projects, investments, and deposits” worth $15 billion
to support the Turkish economy. Presidential
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin praised Turkish-Qatari rela-
tions on Twitter. “Qatar has pledged $15 billion of
direct investments in Turkey. Turkish-Qatari relations
are based on solid foundations of true friendship and
solidarity,” he wrote. “The fundamentals of the Turkish
economy are robust and Turkey will emerge stronger
from this process,” he added.

The announcement came after Qatar’s Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani held lunchtime talks with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. A presiden-
tial source also confirmed Doha’s pledge to “rapidly
implement the $15 billion investment package”. Turkish
Finance Minister Berat Albayrak, who is Erdogan’s son-
in-law, and his Qatari counterpart Ali Sharif Al-Emadi
were present at the talks in the capital Ankara. Turkey
and Qatar, a very close US ally, have become close
economic and political partners in recent times.

Meanwhile, Turkey hiked yesterday tariffs on
imports of several key US products in retaliation for
American sanctions against Ankara, as a bitter dis-
pute between the two allies that has battered the

Turkish lira showed no sign of ending. The lira -
which lost just under a quarter of its value on Friday
and Monday - however continued to claw back some
ground on financial markets, rallying around five per-
cent against the dollar.

A court meanwhile rejected an appeal for the release
of American pastor Andrew Brunson - whose detention
for almost two years sparked the crisis - leaving no
immediate solution to the Turkey-US row in sight. The
lira’s fall had raised fears Turkey was on the verge of a
fully-fledged economic crisis, especially in its banking
system, that could spill over into Europe and other mar-
kets. Turkish Vice President Fuat Oktay said that the
tariff hikes were ordered “within the framework of reci-
procity in retaliation for the conscious attacks on our
economy by the US administration”.

The hikes were published in Turkey’s Official Gazette
in a decree signed by Erdogan, who has repeatedly
described the crisis as an “economic war” that Turkey
will win. President Donald Trump had previously
announced that the United States was doubling steel
and aluminium tariffs on Turkey. The Turkish tariff
increases amount to a doubling of the existing rate, the
state-run Anadolu news agency said, in an apparent
parallel response to Trump’s move. The decree said the
move brought tariffs to 50 percent on imports of US
rice, 140 percent on hard alcoholic drinks like spirits, 60
percent on leaf tobacco and 60 percent on cosmetics.
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Jordan charges 5 with ‘terrorism’ 

AMMAN: Five suspected militants arrested during
a deadly raid in a town northwest of Amman were
charged with terrorism offences in Jordan’s state
security court yesterday. Three alleged militants
were killed and five others detained on Saturday
when security forces raided a building in the town of
Salt. The operation, which also left four members of
Jordan’s security forces dead, was linked to a bomb
blast Friday that killed a policeman and wounded six
others at a music festival in a nearby town. The
court’s prosecutor accused the five detainees of
“carrying out acts of terrorism that led to the death
of a person and the demolition of a building” and
“conspiracy to carry out terrorist acts”. It also
charged them with the “possession and manufactur-
ing of explosives for use in illegal activities” and the
“possession of weapons and ammunition for use in
illegal activities”. — AFP

KOCHI: The flood toll in India’s southern
tourist hotspot of Kerala jumped to 67
after another 25 deaths were reported
yesterday, with more than 50,000 people
seeking shelter in relief camps, a state
official told AFP. Kerala, famed for its
pristine palm-lined beaches and tea plan-
tations, is battered by the monsoon every
year but the rains have been particularly
severe this season, flooding hundreds of
villages and prompting the authorities to
suspend flights in and out of the region. 

“Twenty five deaths were confirmed
earlier in the evening. The situation is bad in
many parts of the state and the number (of
deaths) will likely increase,” a senior official
from the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority told AFP.
Unconfirmed local media reports men-
tioned a much higher toll and cited ongoing
efforts to reach many flooded areas. The
official added that authorities had issued a
“red-alert” warning in all 14 districts of the
flood-ravaged state, with heavy down-
pours expected over the next 24 hours in
many of the worst affected areas.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan’s office announced on Twitter
that Kochi International Airport - the
main gateway to the region - would be
closed until Saturday “due to heavy rains
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ERNAKULAM, India: Fire and rescue personnel evacuate residents in an inflatable
boat from a flooded area in Muppathadam near Eloor in Kerala yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Christine Hallquist won the
Democratic gubernatorial nomination in the US
state of Vermont on Tuesday, moving a step closer
to becoming the nation’s first transgender gover-
nor, US media projected. In another ground-
breaking political moment, Somali-American state
legislator Ilhan Omar claimed victory in her pri-
mary in Minnesota, putting her on track to become
one of the first female Muslim members of the US
House of Representatives.

“HISTORY MADE! @christineforvt just
became the first trans/non-binary gubernatorial
candidate from a major political party in American
history!” the Victory Fund, an organization that
supports LGBTQ candidates, tweeted about
Hallquist. But she still faces an uphill battle in the
general election, when she is projected to face
Republican incumbent Phil Scott, who has been in
office since 2016.

Hallquist transitioned while heading the
Vermont Electricity Coop, several years before
launching her gubernatorial bid. In 2015, “Christine
made the decision, after years of holding it inside,
to come out as her true self, a transgender woman,
becoming the first business leader in the country
to transition while in office,” according to her cam-
paign’s website. “Working to ensure that Vermont
remains the special, inclusive and progressive
place that it has always been... is what motivates 

Continued on Page 24

Somali-American, 
trans woman win 
US primary nods

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay: Ahmed Ahjam spent more
than 12 years in the Guantanamo Bay prison for terror
suspects, but now he has seen a dream come true by
starting a business in the country that welcomed him
when the nightmare ended. “Ahmed Ahjam. Arab gas-
tronomy,” reads a sign marking the small food stand
that Ahjam has opened Monday in Uruguay’s capital
with help from city hall. He mainly sells sweets. Ahjam,
41 and born in the northern Syrian city of Aleppo,
arrived here in 2014 along with six other prisoners from
Guantanamo under an accord signed by the United
States and Uruguay. 

Washington was seeking countries willing to accept
such inmates so it could move to empty the facility for
terror suspects that was notorious for mistreating pris-
oners. Ahjam was one of the roughly 780 people sent
to Guantanamo prison since 2002. His stand has small
chalkboards advertising some of his wares: Baklava, the
sesame paste tahini or Uruguayan-style candy. Ahjam
now aims to make a new life in Uruguay thanks to this
undertaking he began by selling his treats on Facebook.
“For me it is a dream come true. It is very important in
my new life. I am very grateful to the Uruguayans who
are close to me. I am going to work very hard,” Ahjam
told reporters as he inaugurated his stand. He declined
to take questions.

US Department of Defense officials believe he
fought US and Coalition forces in the Tora Bora moun-
tain cave complex in Afghanistan used by late Al-

Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. He fled bombardment
before being captured by Pakistani authorities.
According to Department of Defense records, he was
handed over to US authorities in the Afghan city of
Kandahar in Jan 2002 and incarcerated at Guantanamo
from June 14, 2002. Many of the assertions in the
records are contested by former Guantanamo detainees
and their lawyers and cannot be independently verified. 

His is a success story that comes out of an integra-
tion initiative that has had its ups and downs here.
Uruguay took in the Guantanamo prisoners in
exchange for economic aid that grows smaller and
smaller over time. These men had trouble integrating
into Uruguayan society and finding work. One of them
left several times, only to come back, until he managed
to depart definitively this year. 
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MONTEVIDEO: Syrian Ahmed Adnan Ahjam, a former
Guantanamo inmate, offers sweets during the opening
of his Arab gastronomy shop at the Mercado Agricola
on Aug 13, 2018. — AFP 


