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Braves’ Acuna makes homer history

ATLANTA: Atlanta Braves rookie left fielder Ronald Acuna
Jr. joined some elite company Monday when he homered to
lead off both games of a doubleheader sweep against the
visiting Miami Marlins. Acuna homered to start the first
game, a 9-1 Atlanta win, and duplicated the feat in the sec-
ond game, which Atlanta won 6-1 at SunTrust Park. Acuna
became the fourth player to homer as the leadoff hitter in
both ends of doubleheader, joining Harry Hooper of the
Boston Red Sox in 1913, Ricky Henderson of the Oakland
A’s in 1993 and Brady Anderson of the Baltimore Orioles in
1999. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, Acuna, 20
years, 238 days old, also became the youngest player ever
to homer in four consecutive games. The old mark was set
by Florida Marlins’ Miguel Cabrera in 2004 when he was
20 years, 362 days old. Acuna was 3-for-5 with two runs,
his 17th home run and two RBIs in the nightcap after going
2-for-3 with three RBIs in the first game.

A’S 7, MARINERS 6
Sean Manaea pitched 7 2/3 strong innings, and

Oakland held off a late rally to defeat visiting Seattle. Matt
Chapman and Jed Lowrie, the Nos. 2-3 hitters in the A’s
lineup, each went 3-for-5. Chapman hit three doubles and

drove in two runs, and Lowrie had two doubles and four
RBIs as Oakland extended its lead over the Mariners to 2
1/ 2 games for the AL’s second and final wild-card playoff
berth. Manaea (11-8) allowed two runs on five hits to beat
Seattle for the second time in three tries this season.

CARDINALS 7, NATIONALS 6
Paul DeJong hit a walk-off homer leading off the bot-

tom of the ninth inning as St. Louis defeated visiting
Washington. The Nationals’ bullpen struggled once again,
giving up five runs, all of which came on homers in the final
two innings. Koda Glover (0-1) allowed the DeJong solo
blast, which came on a 3-1 pitch. It was the second straight
night Washington’s bullpen gave up a walk-off homer. The
Cardinals turned a 4-2 deficit into a 6-4 lead in the eighth
on a solo homer by Jedd Gyorko and a three-run shot from
Matt Carpenter. The Nationals tied it in the top of the
ninth on RBI hits from Daniel Murphy and Matt Wieters.

GIANTS 5, DODGERS 2
Pinch hitter Nick Hundley delivered a go-ahead, two-

run single in the ninth inning as San Francisco pulled out a
victory at Los Angeles. The Giants scored four runs with

two outs in the ninth inning, all off left-handed reliever
Scott Alexander (2-1). Ray Black (2-1) tossed a scoreless
inning for the victory, while Will Smith pitched the ninth
inning for his ninth save. Dodgers starter Clayton Kershaw
struck out nine in eight innings of one-run ball, and Giants
starter Madison Bumgarner gave up two runs in six innings.

ANGELS 6, PADRES 3 (10 INNINGS)
Justin Upton capped a four-run 10th inning with a two-

run homer as Los Angeles scored a victory at San Diego in
the opener of a three-game interleague series. Jose Briceno
opened the top of the 10th with a double but was thrown
out at third trying to advance on a bunt by Eric Young Jr.
After Young stole second, Padres reliever Craig Stammen
(5-2) walked pinch hitter Shohei Ohtani. Kole Calhoun fol-
lowed with a deep fly to right-center that fell between
closing outfielders Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe and
bounced over the wall for a ground-run double, scoring
Young. David Fletcher squeezed home Ohtani for the sec-
ond run before Upton’s 396-foot homer to left-center.

METS 8, YANKEES 5
Jacob deGrom struck out 12 in 6 2/3 innings, and the

New York Mets slugged two of their season-high five
homers off a slumping Luis Severino in a victory over the
host New York Yankees. DeGrom (7-7) allowed three runs
(two earned) on five hits, but unlike most of his starts,
those runs did not cost him a win. He won his second
straight start after going 0-5 with a 2.47 ERA in his previ-
ous seven. The ace right-hander recorded his second
straight double-digit strikeout game, seventh this season
and 28th career. DeGrom allowed three runs or fewer for
the 21st straight time, the second-longest single-season
streak in team history. He is three behind Dwight Gooden,
who set the mark in 1985 when he went 24-4.

INDIANS 10, REDS 3
Yandy Diaz’s pinch-hit double sparked a seven-run sixth

inning as Cleveland knocked off host Cincinnati in the open-
er of a three-game series. Diaz’s one-out drive to left-center
off Homer Bailey gave the Indians a 3-2 lead. Greg Allen,
who reached on a single and stole second base, scored on
Diaz’s double for the go-ahead run. Indians starter Mike
Clevinger (8-7) snapped a four-game losing streak. The
right-hander yielded two runs on five hits and a career-high
six walks while striking out four over five innings.—Reuters

Athletics hang on for 7-6 win over Mariners

BRISTOL: England cricketer Ben Stokes was
found not guilty of affray in a unanimous deci-
sion by a jury in less than three hours of delib-
erations on Tuesday following a trial at Bristol
Crown Court.

The 27-year-old-whose co-defendant
Ryan Ali was also found unanimously not
guilty-had been charged following a brawl
hours after England played the West Indies in
a one-day international in Bristol, southwest
England, in September last year.

His wife, Clare, cried when the not guilty
verdicts were returned while Stokes closed his
eyes with relief and then looked up. Stokes
shook hands with Ali on leaving the dock at
the end of the trial that lasted seven days.

Whilst Stokes-whose travails are not
over as he faces a disciplinary hearing by
the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
— stayed inside a smiling Ali restricted him-
self to telling the BBC he was “relieved it
was all over”.

At the start of the trial the prosecution
tried to amend the indictment and charge
Stokes with two counts of assault occasioning
actual bodily harm but this was rejected by
the judge. And half way through the trial
Stokes’s legal team attempted to have the case
against him dropped but this was also refused
by the judge.

The jury had also been warned twice by
Peter Blair about press coverage and social
media on the latter occasion instructing them
to avoid looking at commentary of the case
after Stokes’s lawyer raised the issue.

One Twitter user created a poll asking
whether Stokes should play cricket for
England again if he was convicted but
escaped a prison sentence. New Zealand-
born Stokes said in his testimony last Friday
he had a “significant memory blackout” but he
was “absolutely not” an angry man who had
lost all control.

Stokes-who was with England team-mate
Alex Hales-said he intervened because 28-
year-old Ali and his friend Ryan Hale-who had
been acquitted earlier in the trial-had directed
alleged homophobic abuse at gay men William
O’Connor and Kai Barry as they walked away
from Mbargo nightclub.

Hales, who was interviewed under caution
but never arrested in relation to the incident,
was seen on the CCTV stamping and kicking
Ali in the head as he lay on the floor. Neither
O’Connor nor Barry gave evidence but the
judge said imaginations should not run riot as
to why that had been the case. 

“It is for the prosecution & defence as to
what evidence is presented to the jury,” said
Blair. “There is no place for guessing or spec-
ulating.” Stokes went out celebrating after
beating the West Indies in a match in Bristol
on September 24.

Stokes said he would have had a bottle of
beer after the match, two or three pints at the
hotel, five or six vodka and lemonades and
then “potentially had some Jagerbombs” in
Mbargo. Ali, who is an emergency services
worker, had drunk six or seven Jack Daniels
and Cokes during his night out with former
soldier Hale.

Ali who was knocked unconscious and suf-
fered a fractured eye socket said in his evi-
dence he remained in the care of a surgeon
and still suffered from double vision. He said
his memory of the night was “incomplete” due
to his head injury.

Ali recalled walking along the street with

Hale, Barry and O’Connor, “having a laugh and
some banter and the next thing I remember is
having a tall blond man charging towards me”. 

“I just didn’t want any trouble so I was
backing away, trying to retreat.” Stokes’s
career has been on hold during the trial-
meaning he missed England’s second Test vic-

tory over India at Lord’s-and he was omitted
from the squad for the third Test which gets
underway next Saturday. 

A brief statement issued by the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said they
would review Stokes’s position following the
conclusion of the trial.  — AFP

Stokes acquitted
of affray

ATLANTA:  Ronald Acuna Jr. #13 of the Atlanta Braves hits a solo homer to lead off game two of a doubleheader against the Miami Marlins at SunTrust Park on Monday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

BRISTOL: England cricketer Ben Stokes (C), stands with his wife Clare (2L), after leav-
ing from Bristol Crown Court in Bristol, south-west England yesterday, after he was
found to be not guilty of affray. — AFP


