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TALLINN: With both Cristiano Ronaldo and Zinedine
Zidane gone and Julen Lopetegui in, a new era at Real
Madrid officially begins when they face city rivals
Atletico Madrid in the UEFA Super Cup in Tallinn
today evening. Lopetegui will be eager to seize the
chance to get his hands on a first piece of silverware
since replacing Zidane, who quit the Spanish giants
days after leading them to a third successive
Champions League crown against Liverpool in May.

Real’s announcement that Lopetegui would take
over led to him being sensationally sacked by Spain on
the eve of the World Cup in Russia. La Roja went on to
lose on penalties to the hosts in the last 16 with
Fernando Hierro in charge, and the 51-year-old
Lopetegui has now turned the page to a new chapter
in his career.

It has been a turbulent summer at times for Real,
with Ronaldo having been sold and no marquee sign-
ing brought in to replace him. Pre-season results have
been largely positive, but Lopetegui could hardly have
been handed a tougher start in his first competitive
outing.

If Real are to win a third consecutive Super Cup,
and a record-equalling fifth overall, they must get the
better of an Atletico side who have proven a match for
their neighbours in the years since Diego Simeone
became coach. Atletico have themselves won twice
before in this annual meeting of the European champi-
ons and Europa League winners, and they come here
to the Estonian capital fresh from beating Marseille 3-
0 in the Europa League final in May.

“My first official game is a final. A match that Real
Madrid have earned the right to play in once again,”
Lopetegui told his new club’s official website. Of
Atletico, he added: “They’re a team we know well and

it’ll be a local derby. It’s all set up to be a great match
and a great final.”

LIFE WITHOUT RONALDO 
Lopetegui knows the compact, 15,000-capacity

Lillekula Stadium well, having coached Spain to victo-
ry here in the under-19 European Championship in
2012. He returns in charge of a team that must demon-
strate it can cope going forward without Ronaldo, sold
to Juventus after nine prolific years. Today’s game
could come too soon for Luka Modric, with the
Croatian playmaker only just back from a post-World
Cup holiday. Meanwhile, new signings Thibaut
Courtois and Alvaro Odriozola have travelled.

Belgium goalkeeper Courtois, who joined from
Chelsea last week for a reported fee of 35 million
euros ($40.6 million), will hope to play against the club
he represented during a three-year loan spell. Spain
right-back Odriozola, recruited from Real Sociedad, is
set to miss the game due to injury.

“Pre-season has gone well, it has been positive. The
players are starting to take on board our concepts,
even if little adjustments still need to be made,”
Lopetegui said after Saturday’s 3-1 friendly win over
AC Milan. It has been a rather more serene couple of
months for Atletico, especially with star striker Antoine
Griezmann opting to reject a move to Barcelona and
stay at the club.

Griezmann and defender Lucas Hernandez are only
just back after helping France to World Cup glory,
while new signings include their compatriot Thomas
Lemar, Croatian striker Nikola Kalinic and Portuguese
star Gelson Martins.

Simeone is aiming for his seventh trophy as Atletico
coach, although he will have to watch the game from

the stands as he serves a touchline ban. “We need to
improve on what we did last season. Expectations are
high,” said Simeone, who is hoping to lay down a
marker for a campaign that will culminate with the

Champions League final being played in their own sta-
dium. “We have work to do, because after a year and a
half without signing anybody, five or six new players
have arrived.” — AFP
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Briefs

Liverpool refer Salah to police 

LONDON: Liverpool have referred forward
Mohamed Salah to the Merseyside Police over a
video which appears to show the Egyptian using his
mobile phone while driving. No specific details have
been released about when or where the video was
taken, or by whom. “The club, after discussion with
the player, have made Merseyside Police aware of
the footage and the circumstances surrounding it’s
capture,” an LFC spokesman told British media. “We
have spoken to the player also and will deal with any
follow-up internally. “Neither the club or player will
be making any further comment on this matter.”
Merseyside Police confirmed they were aware of the
footage. “We have been made aware of a video
believed to show a footballer using a mobile phone
whilst driving,” the Merseyside Police Contact
Centre said on their official Twitter account. “This
has been passed to the relevant department.”

Kimpembe extends PSG deal 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain defender Presnel
Kimpembe, a member of France’s World Cup-win-
ning squad, signed a two-year contract extension
on Monday keeping him at the club until 2023. “I’m
incredibly fortunate to be able to wear my club’s
shirt and this contract extension is proof of my
attachment and my recognition towards Paris
Saint-Germain,” Kimpembe said in a club state-
ment. The homegrown 23-year-old centre-back has
made 76 appearances for PSG, where he faces
competition from Brazilian duo Thiago Silva and
Marquinhos for a place in the team. He has yet to
play following an extended break after the World
Cup but was joined by France team-mates Kylian
Mbappe and Alphonse Areola at the Parc des
Princes on Sunday as they paraded the trophy to
fans ahead of a 3-0 win over Caen.

Ings to make return to Saints

LONDON: Southampton striker Danny Ings is hap-
py with the last-minute move to his boyhood club
and is eager to prove himself following testing times
at Premier League rivals Liverpool. The 26-year-old,
who trained at Saints’ former centre of excellence at
Wellington Sports Ground as a schoolboy, returned
to Southampton on a season-long loan on deadline
day, having failed to make an impact in three years
at Liverpool. “It does (feel special) and now I’ve just
got to prove my worth,” Ings told the Daily Echo.
“It’s not just about being a local boy here, I’m here
to improve and do as well as I can for the fans and
for the team. “Considering all the stuff I went
through I’ve never lost belief, it was just about get-
ting fit. Last season I was fit all year. The opportuni-
ties were hard to come by with the strikers at
Liverpool but that’s football. “I’m just glad I can
come here and prove myself now.”

TALLINN: Atletico Madrid’s French forward Antoine Griezmann takes part in a training session at Lillekula stadium
in Tallinn yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA Super Cup football match Atletico de Madrid vs Real Madrid CF. — AFP

BARCELONA: Spain’s top flight soccer division La
Liga announced yesterday a landmark deal with
Facebook which will allow viewers in the Indian sub-
continent to watch every game over the next three
seasons for free on the social network.

A statement from La Liga said all 380 league match-
es for the new season, which begins on Friday, would be
available to viewers in India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. “We
are really happy to be on a free to air service in such an
important territory as the Indian sub-continent,”
Alfredo Bermejo, La Liga’s head of digital strategy, told
Reuters ahead of the announcement.

“One of our goals for the last two years has been to
offer content to the widest audience possible, so part-
nering with free platforms like Facebook, which has
270 million users in India, is key to us.” Facebook and
La Liga declined to give financial details of the deal
which sees the social network giant unseat Sony
Pictures Network as the rights holder in the region.

Sony paid a reported $32 million for the right to
broadcast La Liga between 2014 and 2018. Facebook
began venturing into sports streaming in 2017 by
broadcasting weekly Major League Baseball games
and earlier this month agreed a deal with broadcaster
Eleven Sports to show one La Liga and one Serie A
game per week on its platform.

The deal with La Liga is the latest statement of the
growing interest of tech groups in showing sports in
order to keep young viewers on their platforms. Earlier
this year Amazon won rights to show 20 English
Premier League matches a season from 2019 in Britain.
Peter Hutton, Facebook’s Director of Global Live
Sports, however, described the deal with La Liga as an
experiment, saying that while the company has other
agreements in the works, he ruled out an immediate
land grab of rights deals in sport.

“Were looking at a few other deals that are quite
close to completion but this is not about going out and
buying a huge amount of content worldwide,” he told
Reuters. “We’re looking at specific rights in specific
markets and to try to learn from data from those expe-
riences and work out what the next step is. If you rush
into too many deals at once, you can’t do it properly.”

Facebook’s monitoring system will prevent against
leakage, ensuring only viewers inside the Indian sub-
continent will be able to watch the games on its plat-
form. The games will initially be shown without any
adverts, although Hutton said Facebook is doing trials
in advertising on live content in the United States
which may be replicated on its La Liga coverage at a
later date. “This is one deal, it’s not something that is a
big threat to the broadcast world,” added Hutton, a
former CEO of Eurosport who was hired by Facebook
in May to oversee its live sports operation. “We have
rights to work with broadcasters and we may bring in
partners to make sure the experience is right. What’s
clear about this is that 380 games will be available on
Facebook, then we’ll keep our options open as to how
we spread that content out so people can see it in as
many ways as possible.” 

The deal with Facebook is the latest and most
significant step in La Liga’s expansion strategy in
India, which began with the opening of an office in
New Delhi in September 2016. Facebook has 348
million users in the Indian sub-continent, while fig-
ures provided by La Liga show a rise of 2.2 million
users in the league’s social network platforms in the
last year. “We have grown our presence in India a
lot and we have pretty strong numbers in this terri-
tory,” added Jose Antonio Cachaza, La Liga’s coun-
try manager for India. — Reuters
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UEFA Super Cup 2018

Real Madrid v Atletico de Madrid 22:00
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LAUSANNE: FIFA yesterday threatened to suspend
the Nigeria and Ghana football federations over gov-
ernment interference. Nigeria will face the wrath of
world football’s governing body unless “the Nigeria
Football Federation (NFF) offices are not handed
back to the legitimate NFF executive committee
under President Amaju Melvin Pinnick”, a FIFA state-
ment warned.

Nigeria put itself on a collision course with FIFA in
July when the government’s sports ministry directed the
NFF to comply with a court order to overturn Pinnick’s

election and recognise Chris Giwa as its head.
The long-running dispute over who is in charge of

the NFF dates back to 2014. Giwa first claimed to have
won election to the top job. However, FIFA did not
endorse the vote and threatened suspension unless it
was re-run. Pinnick won the re-run, although the vote
was also deemed to have been flawed. Giwa then
launched court action over the result. FIFA said the ban
would only be lifted once Pinnick has confirmed the
NFF is back under his effective control.

Ghana’s problems stem from a corruption scandal
engulfing suspended GFA federation boss Kwesi
Nyantaki. FIFA are on the warpath after the country’s
Attorney General ordered the GFA to be dissolved.

“If the petition to start the liquidation process of the
GFA is not withdrawn” by August 27 the association
“will be suspended with immediate effect”, FIFA said.
FIFA statutes dictate that member states should “man-
age their affairs independently with no influence from
third parties”. — AFP
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COLOMBO: Spinner Lakshan Sandakan starred in Sri
Lanka’s hard fought three-wicket win over South Africa
in the only Twenty20 international after bowling out the
visitors for their lowest total in the game’s shortest for-
mat. Electing to bat in the only T20 match of the tour,
South Africa were bowled out for 98, a total the hosts
surpassed with four overs to spare. The Proteas, who
lost the two-Test series 2-0 and then came back to
clinch the one-day internationals 3-2, were two runs
less than their previous low score of 100 against
Pakistan in 2013.

Dinesh Chandimal, who returned from his ban for
breaching the spirit of the game, remained unbeaten on
36 to guide the team home in a tricky chase. But it was
Sandakan’s bowling figures of 3-19 with his left-arm
wrist spin that set up the win. He was ably supported
by fellow spinners Dhananjaya de Silva and Akila
Dananjaya who took two wickets each.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Quinton de Kock top-scored
with 20 before being run out but the rest of the South
African batting fell flat in 16.4 overs. Sri Lankan bats-
men also made heavy weather of their 99-run target as
the South African bowlers led by paceman Kagiso
Rabada made the hosts work hard for their win.

Rabada, fellow paceman Junior Dala and spinner
Tabraiz Shamsi took two wickets each. From a comfort-
able 59-2 the hosts slipped to 88-7, but Chandimal
kept his calm during his 33-ball stay that laced with 3
fours and 1 six.

Chandimal, 28, was banned for two Tests and four
ODIs after refusing to take the field against West Indies

following ball-tampering allegations in June. Sri Lanka
now host England for a full series in October-November
while South Africa travel to Australia for three ODI
matches and one T20 during the same period. — AFP

Sri Lanka edge 
out S Africa by 
3 wickets in T20

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s captain Angelo Mathews
reacts as he holds the trophy after the Sri Lankan’s
cricket team victory during the international
Twenty20 cricket match between Sri Lanka and
South Africa at the R.Peremadasa Stadium in
Colombo yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Tottenham have apologised to their sup-
porters after the “unavoidable” delay to the opening of
their new White Hart Lane stadium. The Premier League
club have been forced to postpone the scheduled open-
ing of the rebuilt area next month due to safety issues.

Tottenham spent last season playing their home
matches at Wembley while White Hart Lane was com-
pletely knocked down, with the new arena rising in its
place. But the north London club were unable to com-
plete the building work in time for the start of this sea-
son, meaning their home opener against Fulham on
Saturday will also be staged at Wembley.

On Monday, Tottenham revealed problems with
“critical safety systems” meant the new stadium would
not be able to host Liverpool on September 15, Cardiff
on October 6 or the NFL clash between the Seattle
Seahawks and the Oakland Raiders eight days later.
They have now released details of refunds and ticket-
ing for fans in a further statement yesterday, which
included an apology. “Delays are common, certainly for
builds of this size and complexity, however we are
hugely frustrated that this has occurred with these
systems at such a late stage,” Spurs said in a state-
ment. “Whilst we would have been able to mitigate
other areas, we simply cannot compromise safety. This
decision was unavoidable.

“We should like to apologise to supporters for this
delay. We are acutely aware of the disappointment this
may cause supporters and shall now look to ensure that
we minimise any inconvenience.”—AFP

Spurs sorry over
new stadium delay


