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Serena Williams breezes past 
Gavrilova, Pouille ousts Murray

CINCINNATI: Serena Williams re-established her cus-
tomary superiority, hammering Daria Gavrilova 6-1, 6-2
to reach the second round of the Cincinnati Masters on
Monday. The 23-time Grand Slam champion showed full
recovery in her first match since suffering the worst
defeat of her career two weeks ago in San Jose when
she was crushed 6-1, 6-0 in 51 minutes by British No. 1
Johanna Konta.

But the 36-year-old was all business Monday as she
cleaned up on Australian Gavrilova, with Williams win-
ning an 11th straight match here. “I’m feeling pretty
good tonight. It’s never easy, no matter what the score-
line says,” Williams said. 

“I definitely felt relaxed after the first break, but
you’ve got to keep going and try to go in for the whole
thing.” Though she has not played the tournament in
three years, Williams lifted back-to-back titles in 2014
and 2015 after losing the 2013 final to Victoria
Azarenka. Andy Murray’s injury comeback was side-
tracked as the three-time Grand Slam champion lost 6-
1, 1-6, 6-4 to Lucas Pouille. But fellow injury patient
Stan Wawrinka opened with a defeat of 12th seed
Diego Schwartzman 6-2, 4-6, 6-3.

Wimbledon champion Novak Djokovic survived a
stiff test, needing nine match points to outlast Steve
Johnson of the US 6-4, 7-6 (7/4). Djokovic is coming
off a third round loss at last week’s Toronto tournament.

Murray, returning from January hip surgery, was
unable to get past the French 16th seed, hampering his
preparations for the US Open starting on August 27.
“Physically, I felt okay. It’s quick conditions here,”
Murray said. “He was a little bit sharper than me out
there.  “I maybe wasn’t reacting as quickly to some
shots I would have liked.” Murray last played 11 days
ago in a Washington third-round match which took him

three hours to win and ended at 3 a.m.
The 31-year-old two-time Wimbledon winner is

working his way back slowly and felt he could not sub-
ject his body to a quarter-final just over 12 hours later,
prompting him to withdraw from that event.  “After
Washington, I took four, five days off the tennis court. I
did a lot of training, a lot of rehab. 

“As the year goes on, I’ll be able to get a little bit
more consistency like on the practice court and on the
tennis court.” Pouille had lost his previous three match-
es to Murray, the last at Dubai in 2017.

Spanish 13th seed Pablo Carreno Busta started his
week with a 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 defeat of France’s Richard
Gasquet, while Japan’s Kei Nishikori put out Russian
Andrey Rublev, 7-5, 6-3.

Peter Gojowczyk of Germany defeated Joao Sousa
2-6, 6-4, 7-5 and will next line up against seven-time
winner Roger Federer, at second the highest seed in the
field after the withdrawal of Rafael Nadal.

SHAPOVALOV ADVANCES 
Canadian Denis Shapovalov beat US tournament

debutant Frances Tiafoe 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 7-5. Sam
Querrey beat ninth-seeded American compatriot John
Isner 6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/5). In the women’s first
round, Azarenka made her first appearance here since
2015 count as she defeated Spanish veteran Carla
Suarez Navarro 6-7 (5/7), 6-2, 6-4.

Double Grand Slam winner Svetlana Kuznetsova
continued her 2017 injury comeback, beating Swiss
Stefanie Voegele  6-4, 2-6, 7-6 (7/5). US Open finalist
Madison Keys, seeded 13th, defeated wild card
Bethanie Mattek-Sands 3-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4; France’s
Kristina Mladenovic advanced when Julia Goerges
retired hurt trailing 6-4, 3-2. — AFP

It’s never easy, no matter what the scoreline: Williams 

CINCINNATI: Roger Federer on Monday said he is
eager to make his start at the Cincinnati Masters as the
world number two begins his delayed summer hard-
court season. With the US Open a fortnight away, the
37-year-old Swiss is keen to test his form prior to the
August 27 kick-off of the last Grand Slam of the season.

The 20-time major winner skipped Toronto last
week to pace himself with the tournament at Flushing
Meadows followed by the Laver Cup in Chicago in mid-
September. “I’ve trained hard, I’m anxious. I chose to
skip Toronto for the health of my body,” the seven-time
Cincinnati champion said. “I don’t want to be hurt, there
is too much to play.”

But the Swiss admitted that sitting out competition
is difficult. “Watching from afar is tough,” said Federer,
who will start against Peter Gojowczyk after the
German beat Portugal’s Joao Sousa 2-6, 6-4, 7-5.

“But that’s part of growing older, you’ve got to take
care of the body.  “It’s nice to be back and I hope to
have a good tournament.” Federer last played a match
on hardcourt 141 days ago, when he lost in the Miami
second round to Thanasi Kokkinakis before skipping
the clay season and returning on grass.

He said that while he would prefer not to take weeks
away, it has now become a necessity in prolonging his
fabled career. “You’ve got to keep it all in perspective,
it’s easier now for me to take time away. I wish I could
play everything but it’s not possible.

“I’m more relaxed about my schedule now. I have
more time for the family, which is important for me,” the
father of two sets of twins said. “The hectic part of my
life has passed. Even when I have to take time away, I
still get something out of it.”

Federer did express regret that Rafael Nadal, the
Toronto champion, had to withdraw from Cincinnati in
order to ease the strain on his body after a solid, if
demanding, week of success. “It’s a pity Rafa is not
playing, but it’s still an amazing draw.” — AFP

Federer ‘anxious’ 
ahead of return 
in Cincinnati

MASON: Serena Williams of the United States returns a shot against Daria Gavrilova of Australia during Day 3 of
the Western and Southern Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center on Monday in Mason, Ohio.—AFP

PITTSBURGH: Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron
Rodgers expects to make his preseason debut
Thursday night at home against the Pittsburgh
Steelers. “I’d like to (play) in front of our fans,”
Rodgers told reporters Monday. “It’d be nice to get
out there, back on Lambeau. When I came back from
my injury (last year), I was on the road, so I haven’t
played at home for a long time.” Rodgers’ last game at
Lambeau Field was in Week 4 of 2017, two weeks
before he broke his collarbone. He returned in Week
15 but went back on injured reserve after the Packers
lost at Carolina, eliminating their chances of reaching
the postseason.

The Packers’ final two preseason games will be at
Oakland and at Kansas City. Thursday also could mark
the preseason debut of left tackle David Bakhtiari,
who is recovering from an ankle injury sustained Aug.
5 in the team’s annual scrimmage. Bakhtiari returned
to taking snaps in team drills at Monday’s practice,
giving him a chance of being ready Thursday.

The Packers surely would prefer to have Bakhtiari,
who has been named second-team All-Pro in back-to-
back seasons, protecting Rodgers’ blind side. “I think
he knows I’m playing so he wants to be out there with
me,” Rodgers said with a joking smile.

“He’s a rock over there,” Rodgers continued. “We
don’t worry about (him). Dave’s over there, he can
handle it. We can win that matchup consistently, and
that’s who he is now. I’m glad we paid him because
he’s worth it to the team and definitely to me.”

Bakhtiari, who turns 27 in September, has started
74 of a possible 80 games (all at left tackle) since he
was drafted in the fourth round in 2013 out of
Colorado. He missed four games last season with a
hamstring injury. Rodgers, 34, has played in just seven
preseason games over the past four years, including
just one in 2016. He had played in all 16 games for
three consecutive years before the collarbone injury

derailed his 2017 campaign. Rodgers also spoke
Monday about the criticism he had for some of the
Packers’ younger receivers last week, saying the
words were the product of his desire to win. “The
things I’m saying, I don’t have any vendetta against
one player,” Rodgers said. He added, “I’m going to say
and do the things I feel that can advance us. It’s going
to be tough at some points. It’s not a popularity con-
test all the time. Obviously, as a human you like being
liked and appreciated, but I’m trying to win games.
Because that’s my job.” Youngsters Marquez Valdes-
Scantl ing (f ive catches, 101 yards, one TD),
Equanimeous St. Brown (four catches, 61 yards) and
Jake Kumerow (three catches, 76 yards, one TD) all
impressed in the Packers’ preseason opener, two days
after Rodgers described the effort level of several
young receivers-excluding Kumerow-as “piss poor.”

But Rodgers dismissed the idea that his words
helped spur the strong performances. “I don’t think
that’s a response to anything I’ve said,” Rodgers said.
“Now maybe it is for a couple of them, but it shouldn’t
be. You get to this league and to stick around, you
have to be self-motivated. So as a leader you’re trying
to inspire, but the motivation to change and to
improve has got to come from within.”— Reuters
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LONDON: Tyson Fury has taunted Deontay Wilder as
the controversial British fighter sets his sights on a
clash with his heavyweight rival. Fury’s comeback con-
tinues with a showdown against Francesco Pianeta in
Belfast on Saturday.

But Wilder, who will be ringside in his role as a tele-
vision analyst, is the real target for Fury. Negotiations
for the two to clash in December are progressing and
should Fury beat Pianeta, one of the division’s super-
fights will move a step closer.

“If I come through this then Wilder has the chance
to fight me for the lineal championship. Let’s face it, he’s
not really fought anybody and he’s had 40 fights,” Fury

told a press conference yesterday.
Fury made his comeback in June after two-and-a-

half years out of the ring by overwhelming Sefer Seferi
inside four rounds having shed in the region of 10 stone
(63.5kg) in order to resume fighting. “The old Tyson
Fury is gone, never to be seen again in history. The new
Tyson Fury is here now. All I can promise is to put on a
good fight,” Fury added.

“I do want to win a world title again so I have to
raise my game after three years out of the game nearly
and ballooning up to 28 stone.” Pianeta has won all but
five of his 40 fights and Fury insists he isn’t taking him
for granted. “I study my heavyweights and I know he’s
fought some good men. He’s a big strong fella and he
knows that if he wins he will fight Wilder instead of
me,” Fury said. “He’s southpaw which is a lot more awk-
ward because there aren’t many of them in the division,
so it’s hard to get sparring. But every southpaw I’ve
ever fought I’ve knocked out.

“What you’re likely to see from me on Saturday is a
heavyweight Sugar Ray Leonard. Anything less is a
failure.” — AFP

Fury taunts Wilder 
as British fighter 
targets super-bout
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SYDNEY: Banned Australian batsmen Steve Smith and
David Warner are expected to return to Sydney first-
grade cricket for their respective clubs’ opening fixtures
on Sept. 22. Smith plays for Sutherland, who host Mosman
in their first Premier Cricket fixture, while Warner repre-
sents Randwick-Petersham, who will face St. George,
according to a report on Cricket Australia’s website
(www.cricket.com.au).

An enticing showdown between former Australia cap-
tain Smith and vice-captain Warner could take place on
Nov. 10, when Sutherland and Randwick-Petersham face
off in a one-day match at an undecided venue.

The duo, along with opener Cameron Bancroft, were
handed lengthy bans by Cricket Australia (CA) following a
ball-tampering scandal during the South Africa test series
in March. Following the ban, the trio have played in various
domestic competitions, with Smith scoring 41 on his debut
for the Barbados Tridents in the Twenty20 Caribbean
Premier League (CPL) competition last Sunday.The 29-
year-old also regained the world number one test batting
ranking earlier this week despite being out of action for
Australia since March. —Reuters

Australia’s Smith, 
Warner set to make 
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LONDON: His two world championships now a distant
memory, Fernando Alonso has finally had enough of life in
the slow lane with McLaren. The Spaniard is revered as a
master of his metier, but his reservoir of patience with an
underperforming car has finally hit empty.

The only surprise about yesterday’s announcement that
he was moving on to Indycar from 2019 was that it had not
come sooner. Since his return to ailing McLaren he has
displayed great stoicism and humour as the famous British
team struggles to produce a car to match the might of
Mercedes, Ferrari or Red Bull.

The 37-year-old, the first Spanish driver to be crowned
world champion, has long nurtured a dream to emulate the
late Graham Hill and land motorsport’s coveted Triple
Crown. And his move to IndyCar in 2019 may well see him
realise the ambition. He has two legs in the bag, the
Monaco Grand Prix and this year’s 24 Hours of Le Mans.
That leaves the fabled Indy500 — he led the field on his
debut in 2017 before his engine blew.

Born in Oviedo, in the Asturias province of northern
Spain, Fernando Alonso Diaz inherited his passion for driv-

ing fast cars from his father. Jose Luis was an amateur kart
racer and presented his son with a replica pedal F1 car.

His parents said Alonso showed a competitive spirit at a
young age and, like F1 legend Michael Schumacher before
him, Alonso embarked on a karting career. He won three
Spanish karting titles before winning the world juniors in
1996. He eventually graduated to Formula 3000 where he
attracted the attention of the Formula One talent-spotters.
Flavio Briatore, the flamboyant Italian playboy became
Alonso’s personal manager and guided his career, eventu-
ally bringing him to Renault where he claimed the world
title for the first time in 2005, at 24 the then-youngest ever
champion. He defended his title the following season, call-
ing on a combination of natural speed and competitive
instincts, allied with supreme race-craft and an iron will to
win, that invited comparisons with Schumacher.

In 2007 he switched to McLaren, but it proved a frac-
tious time alongside a rookie named Lewis Hamilton. He
jumped stables back to Renault for 2008 and 2009, before
Ferrari came calling where he followed in the footsteps of
late aristocratic compatriot Alfonso de Portago, who raced
for them in the 1950s.

He finished second in the world championship three
times for the Italian marque, before rejoining McLaren in
2015. Whilst leaving the door open for a possible return to
F1, Alonso gave every indication in an emotion-charged
message on Instagram, that he was bidding F1 goodbye for
good. Written as if to a lover he said: “You were not
expecting me and I was not sure if I want to know you.
“When I barely knew how to walk, I ran straight towards
the noise, the circuits, without knowing anything about

you. “We had very good times, some unforgettable, others
really bad. We have played together against incredible
rivals. You played with me and I learned how to play with
you too. “I have seen you changing, sometimes for good
and sometimes for - in my opinion - bad. “I know you love
me but be sure, I love you too.”

The winner of 32 Grands Prix typically has promised to
see out the 2018 season with “more commitment and pas-
sion than ever”. F1’s loss is Indy’s gain. —AFP

Alonso: F1 master 
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