
LONDON: A car swerved into passers-by then slammed
into a barrier protecting Britain’s Houses of Parliament in a
suspected terror attack yesterday. A 29-year-old British
man, not previously known to the security services, was
arrested at the scene by armed officers. Three people were
injured. Police, who initially said the man was refusing to co-
operate, were holding him at a London police station on sus-
picion of preparing a terrorist attack.

Prime Minister Theresa May said the suspected attack
was “shocking” and an “appalling incident” as she con-
demned the “twisted aim of the extremists”. Last year, five
people were killed when a car mowed down pedestrians in
an attack outside parliament. Footage from yesterday’s sus-
pected attack shows the silver Ford Fiesta veering across an
intersection, hitting cyclists and pedestrians, before speeding
into a barrier outside the Houses of Parliament at 7:37 am
(0637 GMT).

Armed officers swooped in to arrest the driver, removing
him from the vehicle at gunpoint. Images showed police
holding the man, dressed in jeans and a black puffer jacket, in
handcuffs. “Given that it appears to have been a deliberate
act, the method used and the iconic location, it is being treat-
ed as a terrorist incident,” police said in a statement. Police
said there was nobody else in the vehicle, which remains at
the scene and was being searched. No weapons have been
recovered.

A man and a woman were taken to hospital with non-life
threatening injuries. Both have since been discharged.
Another man was also treated at the scene for minor injuries.
Witness Kirsty Moseley, 31, from south London, was a pas-
senger in a nearby car. “I heard a few shouts, looked up and
this silver car was driving at high speed the wrong way into

the cyclists,” she said. “It’s absolutely amazing there was only
one cyclist seriously injured, he went straight through them.
People were thrown everywhere.” The driver “wasn’t shout-
ing anything, he wasn’t screaming, he didn’t look crazed or
out of control - he was just deadpan.”

Searches are being carried out at two addresses in
Birmingham and one in Nottingham in central England.
Police said the privately-owned car travelled from
Birmingham to London late on Monday, arriving in the capi-
tal just after midnight. It was in the Tottenham Court Road
area from around 1:25 am until 5:55 am, then was driven
around Whitehall and Westminster, where the parliament and
government ministries are, from around 6:00am until the
time of the incident.

May urged the public to “remain vigilant but also to come
together and carry on as normal”. “The twisted aim of the
extremists is to use violence and terror to divide us. They
will never succeed,” she said. No other arrests have been
made and police have said there is no intelligence of further
danger to Londoners.

May’s spokesman said there were 676 live investigations
being carried out by the security services and counter-ter-
ror police at the end of June, up from more than 500 in
March. Some 13 Islamist and four far-right extremist plots
have been foiled in the past 18 months, he added. US
President Donald Trump urged tough action. “Another ter-
rorist attack in London... These animals are crazy and must
be dealt with through toughness and strength!” he tweeted.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan said: “All Londoners, like me,
utterly condemn all acts of terrorism on our city.” “We will
never be cowed, intimidated or divided by any terrorist
attack,” he said. — AFP
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should not be worried by knee-jerk reactions in the
forex market,” Venkatesh said. India’s central bank has
raised interest rates twice this year, in part to help
increase the value of the rupee. Its fall is leading to a
widening of India’s current account deficit, when the val-
ue of imports exceeds the value of exports, experts say.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday said
Turkey would boycott US electronic goods like the
iPhone in retaliation for punitive sanctions from
Washington, as the Turkish lira finally clawed back
some ground after going into a tailspin over the ten-
sions. The dispute between the NATO allies - brought
to a new intensity by Turkey’s holding of an American
pastor for two years - has raised questions over the
future of their partnership and fanned fears of a loom-
ing economic crisis in Turkey.

“We will boycott US electronic goods,” Erdogan
said in a speech in Ankara, again showing no sign of
compromise in the dispute. “If (the United States) have
the iPhone, there’s Samsung on the other side,” he said,
referring to US giant Apple’s iconic phone and the top
South Korean brand. “We (also) have our Venus and
Vestel,” he said about homegrown Turkish electronics
brands. Shares in Vestel zoomed up seven percent on
the Istanbul stock exchange after Erdogan’s remarks.

Erdogan has been repeatedly photographed with
Apple products including the iPhone and iPad. He also
made his now famous speech on the night of the July
2016 failed coup calling citizens out into the street
through FaceTime, an iPhone app. The lira’s plunge -
which had been ongoing for weeks - was turned into a
rout on Friday when US President Donald Trump
tweeted that Washington was doubling aluminium and
steel tariffs for Turkey.

Turkish Airlines also announced on Twitter that it
would join a campaign circulating on social media with
a hashtag #ABDyeReklamVerme (don’t give ads to
America). “We, as the Turkish Airlines, stand by our
state and our people. Necessary instructions on the
issue have been issued to our agencies,” Yahya Ustun,
spokesman for the country’s flag-carrier, wrote on
Twitter. Erdogan said Turkey was facing an “economic
attack” and a “bigger, deeper operation”. “They don’t
hesitate to use the economy as a weapon,” he said.
“What do you want to do? What do you want to
achieve?” he added, referring to the US.

The lira posted gains on forex markets for the first
time after days of losses, giving the currency much-
needed respite. The lira was at 6.5 to the dollar, a gain
of 5.0 percent on the day and 7.4 to the euro, well off
the record lows of 7.24 to the dollar and 8.12 to the
euro seen Monday. The lira has lost about a fifth of its
value against the greenback since Friday. Turkey’s cen-
tral bank on Monday announced it was ready to take
“all necessary measures” to ensure financial stability
after the collapse of the lira, promising to provide
banks with liquidity. However, the move failed to
impress financial markets, which want to see a massive
rate hike of as much as 1,000 basis points by Turkey to
combat the lira’s weakness and fight inflation.

Treasury and Finance Minister Berat Albayrak,
Erdogan’s son-in-law, will speak with about 1,000 for-
eign investors on Thursday via a teleconference, the
private NTV broadcaster said. Albayrak said yesterday
Turkey would press ahead with its action plan to prop
up the lira against the dollar, calling for a trade that is
conducted “in our own currency”. “We will protect our
Turkish lira, we will march with Turkish lira and we will
see a stronger lira in the coming period.”

A Turkish news agency said traders in Istanbul’s his-
toric Eminonu district converted $100,000 into lira
yesterday. Chanting “Damn America”, they unfurled a
banner saying “we will win the economic war”, the
Demiroren agency said. Amid calls to “burn” the dollars,
the group headed to a bank branch where they con-
verted the money, it said. 
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the rubble,” a fire official, Emanuele Giffi, told AFP.
“We’re going to work round the clock until the last vic-
tim is secured.”

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolences to
Italian President Sergio Mattarella expressing sincere
grief over the motorway bridge collapse and the damage
it caused to public utilities and properties, as well as for
the fallen victims, wishing the injured rapid recovery. HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the
Italian president over the tragic accident. 

The incident - the deadliest of its kind in Europe since
2001 - is the latest in a string of bridge collapses in Italy, a
country prone to damage from seismic activity but where
infrastructure generally is showing the effects of a falter-
ing economy. Aerial footage showed more than 200 m of
the viaduct, known locally as the Morandi bridge, com-
pletely destroyed. “I’m following with the utmost appre-
hension what is happening in Genoa and what looks like it
could be an immense tragedy,” Transport and
Infrastructure Minister Danilo Toninelli said on Twitter.

Salvini, who is also leader of the nationalist League
party in a power-sharing government, vowed to hold
those responsible for the disaster accountable. “I have
gone over this bridge hundreds of times, and I commit to
digging and finding out who is responsible for an unac-
ceptable tragedy, because it’s not possible that in 2018

you can work and die in these conditions,” he said.
The cause of the disaster was not immediately clear,

although weather services in the Liguria region where
Genoa is situated had issued a storm warning yesterday
morning. The national motorways body said on its website
that “maintenance works were being carried out on the
base of the viaduct”, adding that a crane had been moved
on site to assist the work.  Shares in Italian company
Atlantia, which runs much of Italy’s motorway network
including the collapsed stretch of the A10, closed the day
down more than five percent.

The mayor of Nice, 200 km west along the coast,
said he had authorized firefighters in the French city to
assist their counterparts in Genoa. Genoa, home to half
a million people, is located between the sea and the
mountains of northwestern Italy. Its rugged terrain
means that motorways that run through the city and the
surrounding area are characterized by long viaducts
and tunnels. The Morandi viaduct, completed in 1967,
spans dozens of railway lines as well as an industrial
zone housing several factories. 

One factory, immediately next to one of the viaduct’s
support columns, was virtually empty yesterday the day
before a national holiday, and seems to have sustained
minimal damage. “I live nearby and I cross the bridge
every day on foot,” said Ibou Toure, 23, a translator. “I was
never sure of it, you’d always hear these noises whenever
lorries were going over.  “When I heard it had collapsed, I
wasn’t surprised.”

In March last year, a couple were killed when a motor-
way overpass collapsed on their car near Ancona on the
country’s Adriatic coast. A pensioner died in Oct 2016
when his car was crushed by a collapsing bridge over a
dual carriageway between Milan and Lecco. That incident
was blamed on bureaucratic bungling which led to a fatal
delay in the bridge being closed after it was reported to
be showing significant cracks. — Agencies 
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His comment immediately prompted criticism on both
sides of the political aisle. “This kind of language is unbe-
coming of a President of the United States. There is no
excuse for it, and Republicans should not be okay with it,”
said Republican Senator Jeff Flake, a frequent Trump critic.
“How dare he? He has taken this country to its knees,” said
Democratic congresswoman Frederica Wilson. Asked
whether Trump’s language was appropriate, White House
senior counselor Kellyanne Conway did not answer directly
but told Fox News she had never heard Trump “issue a racial
slur about anyone”.

The recordings by the disgruntled 44-year-old
Manigault Newman, once an ardent Trump ally, repre-
sents a stunning breach of presidential trust. Yesterday,
she explained to CBS News why she made the recordings:
“I’m the kind of person who covers her own back. In

Trump World, everyone lies. Everyone says one thing one
day and they change their story the next day. I wanted to
have this type of documentation... in the event I found
myself in this position where, as you said, they’re ques-
tioning my credibility.”

Manigault Newman’s book, “Unhinged: An Insider’s
Account of the Trump White House,” hit bookstores and
digital platforms yesterday. Largely self-serving, it
describes the daily firefighting of life on the Trump cam-
paign and then in the White House. “Donald Trump’s single
greatest character flaw as a leader and human being is his
complete and total lack of empathy,” she writes, describing
the president as a “friend” but attacking him relentlessly.
“Nothing has more meaning to Donald than himself,” she
says, alleging that he and his wife Melania sleep in separate
rooms and that Trump has brought a tanning bed with him
to the White House.

Perhaps the sternest criticism is of Trump’s abilities -
Manigault Newman describes him as a brilliant businessman
but “just this side of functionally illiterate”, prone to “forget-
fulness and frustration” and in a state of “mental decline” that
“could not be denied”. US media reported later yesterday
that the Trump campaign intends to prosecute the former
aide for breaking a non-disclosure agreement. — Agencies 
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understood some items had been blocked for secu-
rity reasons, while others were barred on administrative
grounds.  “A few days ago Israel allowed more than 10
tonnes of postal parcels that were stuck in Jordan,” he
told AFP. He said it would take his staff another two
weeks to sort through all the parcels and get them deliv-
ered to their recipients. Israel controls all entrances and
exits to the West Bank and can prevent goods passing
through as it sees fit. Palestinian officials say such con-
trol cripples their economy and freedom of movement.

In the sorting center, hundreds of bags were piled on

top of each other as workers picked through them in
the stifling summer heat. Ghazawi said that the parcels
and letters, mostly the former, had been sent from all
over the world. Many were goods ordered online by
Palestinians that never arrived. A note attached to a
wheelchair said it was sent from Turkey in 2015 and
meant to be delivered to the Gaza Strip.

COGAT, the Israeli defense ministry body responsi-
ble for civilian coordination in the Palestinian territories,
said the release was part of confidence building meas-
ures after the two sides agreed on a postal entry deal
“about a year ago”. It said while the deal had not yet
gone into force for future deliveries, it had “allowed a
one-time transfer of approximately ten and a half
tonnes of mail that had been held in Jordan”. Some of
the transferred goods had been broken, and Ghazawi
said that to avoid complaints they were delivering them
along with a statement saying Israeli authorities had
delivered them in this condition. — AFP 

Blocked by Israel 
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Police probe ‘terrorist’ car 
attack at UK parliament 

LONDON: Police forensics officers work around a silver Ford Fiesta car that was driven into a barrier at the
Houses of Parliament yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: A man stands at a “uritrottoir” public urinal on Sunday on the Saint-Louis island as a “bateau
mouche” tourist barge cruises past. — AFP 

PARIS: In the heart of Paris, a radical experiment in
urine management is taking place: New eco-friendly
urinals which are prompting titters from some and furi-
ous complaints from others. In a city where men are
regularly seen urinating on the street with wanton
abandon, some have welcomed the arrival of the
“uritrottoirs” (pavement urinals) as an innovation that
might help rid the French capital of unpleasant sights
and smells.

But some residents have complained that the bright
red boxes are a blight on the picturesque streets of the
city. Others say there is something more than a little
distasteful about encouraging men to urinate right on
the street, even if it’s into a box. “It’s a little weird... but
if you need to go it’s better than going on the street,”
admitted Jonathan, a tourist from New York. “It’s a little

bit in the open, some people might be uncomfortable,”
he said as several boats packed with tourists floated
past along the Seine.

Topped with plants, these dry, organic urinals do not
use water but are filled with straw which can be easily
composted, according to Faltazi, the small French com-
pany behind them. Three of the urinals were quietly
installed around Paris under a pilot scheme in the
spring. But the more recent arrival of one of the boxes
on the exclusive Ile Saint-Louis, not far from Notre-
Dame cathedral, has met with a more robust response. 

Local resident Francoise said she was “outraged” by
its presence, describing it as “really not very attrac-
tive”. “I like it, but putting it here is a bad idea,” said
Gregory, a 43-year-old photographer who has lived on
the island for the past three years. “They should put
them right by the waterside,” he complained. But the
urinals must be reachable by vehicle so that they can
be emptied and to change the straw once every three
weeks. Paris City Hall said it had installed them “at the
request of residents”, adding the project was still in a
trial phase. “We are totally ready to discuss the loca-
tion,” said Evelyne Zarka, a senior official at the local
town hall in the fourth arrondissement, which is home
to Ile Saint-Louis. — AFP
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