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A Perseid meteor streaks across the sky above the “Seven Magic Mountains” art installation early on August 13, 2018 near Jean, Nevada. The annual display, known as the Perseid shower because the meteors appear to radiate from the constellation Perseus in
the northeastern sky, is a result of Earth’s orbit passing through debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle. The “Seven Magic Mountains” public art installation by artist Ugo Rondinone is located south of Las Vegas near Jean Dry Lake and is made up of seven pillars
of colored boulders stacked more than 30 feet high. — AFP

Mohamed Oussama carrying a backpack, his guitar and rubbish bags, walks along the Nabuel beach in northern Tunisia. — AFP photos

‘Hazmat’ suit statue near
site of Japanese nuclear
disaster sparks uproar

Astatue of a child wearing what appears to be a
hazardous material suit unveiled near the site
of a Japanese nuclear disaster has drawn a bar-

rage of criticism from residents and forced the sculp-
tor to apologize. The 6.2-metre high statue, “Sun
Child”, was put up in the city of Fukushima, north of
Tokyo, this month and shows a child in what appears
to be a bright yellow “hazmat” suit holding a helmet in
one arm. On the child’s chest is a radiation counter
reading zero. A major earthquake and tsunami on
March 11, 2011, led to meltdowns at the Fukushima
Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, the world’s worst
nuclear disaster since the Chernobyl accident in 1986.

Many thousands of people were displaced by leak-
ing radiation and many have still been unable to return
home. Residents said the statue would only prolong
the painful memories of an accident that seemed des-
tined to forever link the name Fukushima with nuclear
disaster. “I don’t think Fukushima will be able to
escape from its tainted reputation, so I understand
what the sculptor wanted to say,” said Ikue Tsunoda.
“However, residents don’t wear hazmat suits, so I think
that was provocative,” she said. Sculptor Kenji
Yanobe said he had worked on the theme of radioac-
tivity since 1991, as a way of showing how difficult it
was for humans to deal with nuclear power.

He said he wanted to show the air was now safe -
the child in is shown with the helmet off, and the
counter on its chest points to zero, though he said he
was sorry the work had disturbed people. “I sincerely
apologize to those who were upset by my artwork,”
Yanobe said in a statement on his website. City offi-
cials sought to smooth over the controversy. “The
statue represents the future free from nuclear disas-
ter,” said Mariko Furukawa, manager of the city’s
Board of Education. Some 18,000 people were killed
by the 2011 earthquake, most of them by the tsunami
waves that swept ashore. — Reuters

Bin bags at the ready, “long-distance activist”
Mohamed Oussama Houij moves methodically along
a beach in Tunisia’s Mediterranean town of Nabeul,

scooping up all kinds of trash as he goes along. The 27-
year-old sanitary engineer set out in July to walk a 300-
kilometre (185-mile) stretch of coastline in northern
Tunisia and clean up 30 beaches along the way. He hopes
the two-month trek will help convince authorities, holiday-
makers and average Tunisians alike that the sea should not
be used as a giant garbage tip. With a sturdy pair of boots
and a hat to shield him from the summer sun, Houij began
his journey in the central coastal city of Mahdia and plans
to finish in Solimane, 40 kilometers from the capital Tunis.

The trip will take him through crowded hotspots like
Daar Chaabane in Nabeul, but also along secluded coves
and shores. “I believe in citizen mobilization and I chose to
act... and to raise awareness about the problem of pollu-
tion on our beaches,” the activist told AFP.  The Facebook
page of his “300 Kilometers” campaign has more than
13,000 followers and is entirely independent, he boasted.
“No political party is welcome... 300 Kilometers is a free
citizen initiative and will remain forever,” the activist wrote
on the page.

‘Drop of water’ 
But while Houij may be a dreamer, he is also realis-

tic.  “The 300 Kilometers action is not really about
cleaning... I know I’m just a drop of water in the
ocean,” he said. “I want to raise public awareness and
get people thinking: ‘Wait, it’s not normal, all these
bottles, these caps... all these plastic bags’.” Since
Tunisia’s 2011 revolution, the proliferation of waste
has steadily worsened across the country-in big cities,
rural areas and beaches alike. One contributing factor
has been the absence of elected municipal councils. 

Between the fall in 2011 of longtime dictator Zine
El Abidine Ben Ali and local polls held in May 2018,
town halls were managed by “special delegations”
that often neglected issues like littering and waste
management. But there is also a lack of environmen-
tal awareness among Tunisians, Environment Minister
Riadh Mouakher said in mid-2017 as he announced
the launch of a special “green police” unit to combat
the North African country’s rubbish woes.  At his
first beach stop, Oussama estimates he collected
about 100 kilograms (more than 200 pounds) of
waste. After that, he simply stopped weighing the
bags. Nearly 150 kilometers and 14 beaches later,
Houij is astounded by the sheer volume of waste he’s
found along the shore.  “We’re talking tons of rub-
bish... The more you clean, the more you find. It nev-
er ends,” he said.

Sleeping rough 
From plastic bottles and soiled diapers to commercial

refuse, Oussama says he’s seen “all forms of pollution”
seeping into the sea. 

“I’ve seen a wide array of pollution, from the personal
pollution of people who come to the beach through to the
industrial pollution” of local and public companies, he said.
“The authorities do not take the problem of pollution in
Tunisia seriously,” said Houij.  The environmental activist is
also frustrated with holidaymakers who treat him as a
“zabel” (rubbish collector) and don’t hesitate to ask him to
pick up their waste.

Travelling with nothing but a rucksack and a guitar, on
lucky nights he is offered shelter and a bed. Most nights,
though, he sleeps rough. Reactions from those he meets
along the way range “from one extreme to another”, he
said.  “There are people who are very active, who encour-
age you and who help you clean up... but others kill your
desire to work for the cause,” he added. “Each day brings
enough trouble of its own, but the will is there... there’s no
reason for me to stop.”— AFP

Tunisia anti-litter activist takes
up 300-km, 30-beach challenge

This handout from the Fukushima City public informa-
tion division taken and received yesterday shows the
artwork entitled “Sun Child” by artist Kenji Yanobe at an
unveiling ceremony in Fukushima. — AFP


