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In the past few months, there have been a slew of
groundbreaking events that point to the emerging
diplomatic contours of the future Middle East and

the broader world. Recent news that Saudi Arabia had
granted Air India approval to run direct flights from
Delhi to Tel Aviv through Saudi airspace is indicative of
critical changes in the Middle East and illustrative of
India’s role in the region.

Saudi Arabia had implemented a ban on Israel-
bound commercial flights using its airspace for the past
70 years. The apparent agreement with India marked a
notable departure from past policies amid a growing
stream of reports on enhanced - albeit non-public -
Saudi-Israel cooperation. While seemingly trivial in a
vacuum, this situation is representative of some critical
changes in attitude from engaged parties in the region
at a time of great geopolitical flux and volatility across
the board.

Saudi Prince Mohammed bin Salman could have
been signaling to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and others in the Israeli establishment, and in the
region, that to achieve more direct benefit, Israel will in
fact need to take steps in Saudi Arabia’s direction. And
those steps may very well relate to the grander peace
process, which the crown prince needs to see through
successfully for his own domestic political reasons if he
is to carve out space for additional creative maneuvers.

Nonetheless, bounded by the common threat of an
increasingly bellicose Iran which has openly threat-
ened to “annihilate Israel” and is perceived by both
parties as attempting regional hegemony, the Saudis
and Israelis seem to be exploring avenues to move past
the long-standing hindrance that is the Palestinian
problem to address more pressing security and strate-
gic challenges. 

Continued on Page 2

India’s growing role 
in the Middle East

On the joyous occasion of the 71st
Anniversary of India’s
Independence, it is my honour

and profound happiness to extend Warm
Greetings to all the well-wishers and
friends of India, and my fellow country-
men and women in Kuwait. Kuwait is a
friendly country with which India enjoys
an issue-free historical relationship. The
relationship has the maturity and depth to
deal with any situation in a spirit of coop-
eration and amicable understanding. And
I would like to take this opportunity to
convey my sincere and heartfelt gratitude,
on behalf of all the Indian citizens living in
Kuwait and the Government of India, to the wise and
enlightened leadership of Kuwait, and also our Best
Wishes for the good health and wellbeing of His
Highness the Amir. Kuwait defies its size and numbers
when it comes to the active role it plays in the region
and on the world stage for progress and betterment
of all humanity. I wish this great nation all the very
best and success in its endeavours. I also congratulate
Kuwait on its current membership of the United
Nations Security Council, and wish them an effective
and productive term. I would like to see more and
more of our Kuwaiti friends visit India, both for
tourism and business, and explore the history, culture
and trade that have bound us together over centuries,
and take advantage of the vast potential India offers
today, for mutual benefit. I am glad to state that the
two countries are keen to expand the relations into
new dimensions including Science & Technology,
Defence, Parliamentary and Cultural exchanges etc. so
that our historic friendship adapts to the expectations
of the 21st century dynamics. 

Even as large sections of global population unfor-
tunately are still endeavoring in search of security and
stability, India, with its massive over 1300 million peo-
ple, or one-sixth of the humanity, has been a picture
of hope and prosperity, and has been able to provide
a peaceful environment for its people to flourish:
Prosperity, not just in a materialistic and economic
sense, but in its full and complete meaning of the
blossoming of the people to their full potential! And
this is not a small achievement, nor is it an accidental
overnight happening. Painstaking efforts of millions

and selfless sacrifices by several leaders
over decades have contributed to the
robust India of today. My dear Indian
friends, the best tribute we can pay to
their memory is by rededicating ourselves
to the ideals they have lived by and set for
the country, and apply to ourselves the
same standards here in Kuwait as we join
hands and work with our Kuwaiti hosts in
the latter’s efforts to sustain their own
economic success, achieve further devel-
opment, and ensure continued peace and
harmony for their homeland Kuwait. 

It is important though for us the peo-
ple of India not to sit on our laurels, but

to reflect deeply and carefully on what it is that has
brought us thus far, and what remains to be done, and
what are the shortcomings that might have delayed
our triumphant journey, and what else has been ailing
our nation today that we need to collectively address
so that India can proudly declare that it is standing by
the values and principles defined in our Constitution.
One important thing for everyone to be mindful of is
that a citizen does have not just the Rights that define
his/her dignity and ensure freedom, but should
remind himself/herself constantly that they also entail
responsibility to respect and uphold the freedom of
every other citizen and his/her own right to a life of
dignity. To put it simply, one man’s freedom stops
where the other man’s starts. India today is assuming
a global role as it is a nation that respects the Rule of
Law, and is a factor of peace, security and stability.
And my fellow Indians, it is not just for the govern-
ment to provide responsible and good governance,
but each and every one of us has to play his/her part
in supporting the government.    

Friends, India today is seen by the world as a
vibrant democratic and secular nation that respects
the Rule of Law, and as a country governed by robust
and progressive institutions. Largest democracy is a
mere statistic, but vibrancy comes with responsibility
and good governance. Every Indian in Kuwait as well
as elsewhere should be proud of India’s achievements
that span each and every sector and dimension. We
are an economy where a global & mega corporation
and a tiny SME coexist in perfect blend and have tak-
en the country to be the 6th largest GDP in the world. 

Continued on Page 2
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Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman allegedly paid
a secret visit to Israel in September 2017 and Yaakov
Amidror, former head of the Israeli National Security
Council, met with former Saudi intelligence chief Prince
Turki al Feisal in Washington last year.

The United States, due to a complicated foreign pol-
icy, has left a vacuum in the region that in recent years
has been filled by Russian, Iranian and Chinese influ-
ence. In an increasingly unstable Middle East, Israel is
increasingly being perceived as a reliable potential
partner by the Saudi establishment. The Saudis may be
losing confidence that the United States will act quickly
or constructively to prevent Iran’s destabilizing activi-
ties in the Middle East, and gaining confidence that
Israel will take that position. Ideology is no longer suit-
able grounds to alienate or ostracize at a time when
basic fundamentals matter for survival and prosperity.

India’s role in the region is of paramount importance.
As older relationships and partnerships changes and
new actors emerge it is a prime time for a reorientation

of India’s “Look West” policy in context of modern day
geopolitical realities.

Despite India’s long-running ties with the six petro-
monarchies of the Arabian Gulf, it has struck a solid
balancing act by rapidly expanding ties with Israel as
well. India is now a top customer of Israeli defense
manufacturers, settling an estimated $1 billion in
defense deals annually. Indeed, during Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s maiden visit to India in January of 2018,
the goodwill demonstrated between the two heads of
state affirmed the positive trajectory of bilateral ties,
despite divergent policies on Iran and Palestine. While
Israel would undoubtedly have preferred that its flag-
ship carrier, El Al, be given aviation rights over Saudi
Arabia rather than an Indian carrier, the transactional
decision is further indicative of the mature and level-
headed pragmatism of the involved to look beyond
existing disputes and compartmentalize their bilateral
relations to allow for breakthroughs in some areas
despite disagreement in others.

Consolidated by the presence of 2.8 million Indian
workers and burgeoning energy and commercial ties

(Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth largest trading partner
and India is its largest oil importer), India’s ties with the
Kingdom have quickly acquired defense and security
dimensions. This was most recently evidenced by the
2012 deportation of the 2008 Mumbai attacks suspect
Abu Jindal, who was based in Saudi Arabia with a
Pakistani passport, back to India by the Saudi estab-
lishment and security forces. Additionally, the Saudi
government evidenced its high regard for Prime
Minister Modi by bestowing on him the King Abdul
Aziz Order of Merit, Saudi’s highest honor, during his
state visit to Riyadh. Bilateral visits between the
respective countries have become much more common
since the late King Abdullah’s 2006 visit to India, and
India’s ties with the Kingdom seem only set to grow in
coming years.

Modi’s Middle Eastern overtures have included his
breaking of Indian extant protocol by saying openly
that his nation hoped to see an “independent Palestinian
state living in an environment of peace.” Modi also
expressed direct admiration for the former Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat, calling him “one of the great lead-
ers of (our) time.” In doing this, Modi sent the message
to the world, and India’s Muslim community, that he
pays Israel no favoritism. In fact, the balancing act
Modi exemplified on his tour was not only demonstra-
tive of India’s strategic maturity and renewed out of the
box thinking, but also the enormous maturity of the
Arab states in engaging with a rising power for con-
structive, rather than ideological, purposes as has tradi-
tionally influenced foreign policymaking and relations
with the subcontinent. Modi has allowed for enhanced
economic convergence between the Gulf States and
India, overseeing with the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
the signing of several agreements including a consor-
tium of Indian companies securing a stake in a major
Abu Dhabi offshore concession for $600 million. As the
Associated Press noted, “The deal marks the first-time
Indian oil and gas companies will have a share in the
UAE’s crude production.”

For many years following the independence of the
Gulf states from colonial powers and the subsequent
formation of the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council), India
was dismissed as only a peripheral player in the Gulf
equation. India’s relationship with Gulf nations was
largely understood as transactional, based on the send-
ing of remittances from Indian laborers in the Arabian
Peninsula. But India’s Gulf relations have widened and

deepened. Just as with Saudi Arabia, enhanced eco-
nomic interconnectivity between India and the smaller
Gulf states has resulted in a major paradigm shift that
has seen India emerge as a nation that figures deeply in
the strategic considerations of Gulf leaders.

India’s role in the Middle East continues to be driven
by its enormous economic presence in that region. It is
on this basis that the country’s leadership is beginning
to develop a security presence to complement hard
economic power. As Kadira Pethiyagoda noted for the
Brookings Institution, “a 2013 poll found that 94 per-
cent of Indians feel their country should have the most
powerful navy in the Indian Ocean, and that 89 percent
believe that India should do more to lead cooperation
in the region.”

This has been demonstrated in recent decades, for
example by the air evacuations of Indians in Kuwait and
Yemen which marked a shift from prior years where ties
were exclusively limited to remittances and labor
inflows. Additionally, China has been developing its
strategic role in the Middle East, which drives New
Delhi to boost its own strategic presence to avoid
encirclement. In recent years, India has signed defense
and security agreements with all GCC countries except
Kuwait and Bahrain.

India’s engagement with Gulf partners occurs during
a time of remarkable domestic and social evolution
across the region. The extent of economic and strategic
convergence with India in facilitating this domestic tra-
jectory should be duly considered as the Gulf contends
domestically and geopolitically with its own existential
problems of outdated modes of governance and social
norms facing a population at the throes of modernity
and global interconnectivity. These are struggles that
will indubitably affect the Indian population in these
lands, most of whom have beliefs that have not tradi-
tionally been subsumed under the Gulf social contract.

The broader Indian Ocean region, critical to the
Indo-Pacific, has always been India’s strategic sphere of
influence. This is expected to be a fixture of India’s
strategy going forward even despite the significant
challenges posed to the existing Indo-Pacific balance of
power by Chinese geopolitical and geoeconomic clout
and bellicose incursions. The flight route between Delhi
and Tel Aviv through Saudi airspace is indicative of just
how an engaged Indian approach to the greater Middle
East region can be a critical component of the country’s
renewed approach to the entire Indo-Pacific.

India’s growing role in the Middle East
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India is the fastest growing economy – surely this is a
matter of satisfaction – but what is more important is to
ensure that this growth and the resultant prosperity and
wealth are equitable in their distribution. Democracy
will be rendered meaningless if we fail to make a dent in
the poverty levels, and if the fruits of our nation’s pros-
perity are denied to the underprivileged. Our govern-
ment has been endeavoring towards this objective with
various schemes and innovative projects, and it becomes
the responsibility of all of us to extend our full support
even as we benefit from the government’s efforts. For
instance the schemes like Pradhan Manthri Dhan Jan
Yojana (a financial inclusion scheme) are targeted
exactly at bringing about this inclusiveness into our
growth and prosperity narrative. 

Whether it is Skill India, or Digital India or Smart Cities
or Make in India etc., - all are aimed at eventually impart-
ing greater depth and substance to India’s economy, and
prepare the country in terms of infrastructure, energy
security, food security, industrial prowess etc. towards
taking a leap into higher orbits of growth and progress. 

My dear fellow countrymen and women, let’s now
take a look at ourselves in Kuwait as the largest expa-
triate community. What does it mean to us and what
does it convey about us? Well, each one of us should
note and be happy that we are in a friendly country
which has a historical relationship with India, and
shares tremendous amount of goodwill, mutual respect
and cultural affinity. While Kuwait shows admiration for
India’s long and ancient civilization and institutional
strength, India greatly values Kuwait’s own traditions
and its contribution to peace and stability in the region
and beyond. In all my interactions with the Kuwaiti
leadership and decision-making levels I have been
reassured that the Indian community in Kuwait enjoys
the trust and confidence of the friendly people of
Kuwait because of the respect for law displayed by the
community, and its cultural profoundness, peaceful
character and family values. 

There is an acknowledgement of the community’s
immense contribution to the socio-economic develop-
ment of Kuwait. While this should make us proud, it also
challenges us as the largest foreign population of the

country at over 950,000 to reciprocate this trust by
abiding by the values and international principles that
have made India a proud country among the comity of
nations. It should never be forgotten that largest size as
an expatriate community is surely a compliment, but it is
also a responsibility towards the host nation. The
respect, friendship and trust that we enjoy in this beau-
tiful country should further strengthen our resolve to
enhance our contribution to Kuwait’s prosperity, devel-
opment and wellbeing of its people.    

May I also take this opportunity to inform all our
friends that official level interactions between our two
governments have been taking place regularly thereby
lending predictability and consistency to our bilateral
relations. Just in the last 5 months, for instance, three
government delegations have exchanged visits – in
April this year the Joint Working Group on manpower
met in Kuwait; in June an Engineering and Public
Authority of Manpower (PAM) delegation visited India;
and in the first week of August, senior representatives
of the two Ministries of Foreign Affairs met in Kuwait
and held wide ranging consultations spanning all the
dimensions of the bilateral relationship. Both countries
are conscious of the importance of high level political
visits to raise the relationship into the next level, and
are working on them. 

The two sides are also aware of the need to infuse
greater and deeper economic and commercial content
into the relationship to sustain the engagement on a
consistent basis. Trade, which has reached about 8 bil-
lion dollars, has been on an upward curve, while new
areas are being explored for investments. The highly
rated and globally respected Kuwait Investment
Authority, which has already invested significantly in
India in sectors such as infrastructure and Power, is keen
to expand its presence further. The Indian Embassy is
planning a major event in Kuwait focusing on Medical
Tourism in the coming months. Once again, I would like
to convey my Warm Greetings and Best Wishes to all
the readers on the occasion of the Seventy First
Anniversary of India’s Independence.

Thank you.   
15 August 2018

Message by H.E. K. Jeeva Sagar
Ambassador of India to Kuwait

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (L) and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan (R)

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center) recives the award from King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
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By Dinesh Unnikrishnan

India is moving up in the coveted list of the world’s
largest economies. According to World Bank data,
last year, the country became the world’s sixth

largest economy beating France. That’s indeed another
good talking point for the ruling Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP) led by Narendra Modi as the 2019 poll campaigns
approach. But, this muscle growth was bound to hap-
pen anyway due to India’s consistent growth pace over
the years.

Consider this: Just in the last decade, India has dou-
bled the size of its economy outpacing that of France.
While India’s GDP has risen by an average 8.3 percent
over the decade, that of France’s actually declined by
0.01 percent. To add more perspective, in the past 10
years India’s GDP grew by 116.3 percent (from $1.201
trillion in 2007 to $2.597 trillion in 2017) while France
witnessed a 2.8 percent decline in GDP (from $2.657
trillion in 2007 to $2.583 trillion in 2017). Certainly, this
tells us that India is gaining economic size consistently
and is emerging as one of the powerhouses.

But what does India’s ascension in the list of world
economies mean for Indians looking from within?

Not much, if one looks at the per capita income
graph of major economies and where India stands
among them. To understand this, just look at the per
capita income at PPP (purchasing power parity) in both
India and France. Going by the latest available figures
on World Bank’s website, India has an estimated per
capita income of $7,060 while France has $43,720,
some six times more than that of India. India ranks at the
123th position when it comes to per capita income at
PPP while France ranks at the 25th position. An average
Indian is far poorer than the average Frenchman if one
uses this yardstick.

Now, why are we talking about per capita income at
PPP? Because that’s one important metric in US dollar
terms used worldwide to compare the income levels of
citizens of different countries. It gives us a picture of the
relative performance of different countries.

The size of the economy is linked to the size of geog-
raphy, its population, and workforce. India has a popula-
tion of 1.34 billion while France has 67 million. If one
talks about the prosperity of the people in an economy,
PPP is the right metric to look at. One reason why India
has a much lower PPP compared with France is the dif-
ference in population (per capita is the total size of the
economy divided by the total number of people in that
country).

But that isn’t necessarily the dominant factor though.
China, which has a population of 1.4 billion has a per
capita income of $16,760 (ranked 77th in the world).
The obvious inference here is that India should have
grown at a much faster pace and in much greater size to
level some of the inequality in per capita income levels.

The big evidence lies in the not-so-satisfactory
employment scenario in the country. Has gaining eco-
nomic muscle helped India improve the employment
scenario significantly over the years? The ruling BJP
and its sympathizers have consistently maintained that
the problem is not with a lack of jobs but lack of data.

Output hasn’t increased but farming still constitutes
one of the largest areas of employment. That’s one rea-
son why the poor remain poor and live in distress. Even
today, India doesn’t have solid payroll data but the
unemployment rate is believed to be quite high. China,
UK, and Germany have a 3-4 percent unemployment
rate while France has close to a nine percent rate.

According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE), the unemployment rate in India
reached a 71-week high in the week ended 25 February.
It is possible that February 2018 will end with the high-
est unemployment rate in the past 15 or 16 months. The
unemployment rate has been rising steadily since July
2017, the CMIE said.

Till recently, India was home to the largest number of
poor in the world but it got rid of the dubious title, as
cited by a Brookings study, which said, “At the end of
May 2018, our trajectories suggest that Nigeria had
about 87 million people in extreme poverty, compared
with India’s 73 million.”

When Narendra Modi took over in 2014, he prom-
ised a manufacturing revolution. The share of manufac-
turing and agriculture as a share of GDP has been
shrinking and it is on the back of services that the Indian
economy has been managing its growth story.

As a share of GDP, the manufacturing sector con-
tributed 17.4 percent in fiscal year 2012, dropped till fis-
cal 2015 before showing a mild uptick. In fiscal year
2018, manufacturing as a percentage of GDP stood at
18.1 percent. Remember, as part of the ‘Make in India’
campaign, the government wanted to increase the share
of manufacturing to GDP to 25 percent over a few
years, but, after four years, there has not been much
progress.

However, a visible improvement is seen in services.
From 18.9 percent of the GDP in fiscal year 2012, the
contribution of services to GDP has improved to 21.7
percent in fiscal year 2018. In fact, this is the only seg-
ment which has lifted the momentum in GDP growth in a
big way, whereas, despite multiple campaigns such as
‘Make in India’, manufacturing has refused to pick up
significantly.

There are economists who believe that GDP growth
would have been far higher in fiscal years 2015-16 and
2016-17 if demonetization had not happened in the
economy in November, 2016.

The government refutes this argument by saying that
the note ban set the stage for greater formalization in
the economy of India and will aid future growth.

India becomes world’s sixth largest economy

The National Flag of India is rectangular in shape,
and features three stripes of different colors -
deep saffron, white, and India green. In the cen-

ter is a navy blue wheel with 24 spokes, called the
Ashoka Chakra, or “Wheel of Law”. The flag of India is
made using khadi, a type of hand-spun cloth popular-
ized by Mahatma Gandhi. In India, the flag is called
Tiranga, or “Tricolor”. Each element of the flag of India
contains a greater significance.

Deep Saffron
At the top of the flag of India is a deep saffron color,

which represents courage, sacrifice, and selflessness.
Furthermore, saffron is a common and significant color
in many religions, like Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism.

White
In the middle of the Indian flag is a white stripe,

which represents honesty, purity, and peace. In Indian
philosophy, white also represents knowledge and
cleanliness.

Green
At the bottom of the flag is green, which represents

faith, fertility, and prosperity.

Ashoka Chakra
In the middle of the flag of India is the navy blue

Ashoka Chakra. This symbol is inspired by the Hindu
Dharmachakra, which according to Hindu faith, repre-
sents life in movement, and death in stagnation. So, the
Ashoka Chakra can be seen to represent progress or
peaceful change.

Today, the Indian National Flag continues to repre-
sent the hopes and dreams of the people of India, and it
serves as a symbol of national pride and unity.

History of India’s Flag
Prior to the 20th century, many different flags could

be found throughout India, used by the rulers of differ-
ent princely states. By the early 1900s, however, a rise
in Indian nationalism helped spark the modern Indian
Independence Movement. The idea of a single, unifying
national flag for India became more popular.

In 1921, Mahatma Gandhi would come to believe that
India needed a flag. He commissioned Pingali Venkayya
to create a red and green flag with a chakra, or spin-
ning wheel in the center. Red was meant to signify
Hindus, and green was to represent Muslims. The tradi-
tional spinning wheel was to represent Gandhi’s goal of
making Indians self-reliant by manufacturing their own
clothing.

Eventually, however, Gandhi realized that it was
wrong to not represent other religions in the flag. He
added white to the flag to represent all the other reli-
gions of the world. Given even more time, Gandhi would
move away from the religious undertones of the flag all
together. With his more secular interpretation of the

flag, red came to represent the sacrifices of the Indian
people, white for purity, and green for hope.

In 1931, a resolution was passed to adopt this tricol-
or flag, known as the Swaraj Flag, as the official flag of
Congress, with deep saffron at the top, white in the
middle, green at the bottom, and the spinning wheel in
the center. By this time, the flag had already become
the symbol of the Indian Independence Movement.

On July 22nd, 1947, in a meeting of the Constituent
Assembly, the flag was adopted completely as the
National Flag of India, but with a few modifications.
The colors and significance of the flag remained the
same, but the spinning wheel was changed to be the
Ashoka Chakra. There are two prevailing explanations
for this change. One holds that the Ashoka Chakra was
to represent dharma and law. The other is much more
practical; this new design would make the flag appear
symmetrical.

While Gandhi was initially against this change, he
would eventually come to accept it. When India gained
independence from Britain, this flag would remain the
national flag of the newly independent nation.

“It will be necessary for

us Indians, Muslims,

Christians, Jews, Parsis,

and all others to whom

India is their home - to rec-

ognize a common flag to

live and to die for.” -

Mahatma Gandhi

Significance of the colors in 
the national flag of India
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The Hindi film industry is the
biggest in the world. With more
than 1000 movies being made

every year, we are way ahead of
Hollywood in numbers. More recently,
our films have begun enjoying relevance
and revenue in the world market - be it
Dangal or Baahubali 2: The Conclusion,
which have broken global box-office

records. What’s more the actors have
also won huge acceptance and love
across the continents. Though it’s not
new for Indian actors to work in
Hollywood projects, of late there have
been many making a big mark in the
West. We profile the ones who hit the
headlines in Hollywood...
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Bollywood actors who made a  mark in Hollywood

Amitabh Bachchan
Amitabh Bachchan, hailed as the greatest Indian actor ever, has acted in The Great
Gatsby (2013). The film did well and Big B starred alongside actors like Leonardo
DiCaprio, Tobey Maguire, Carrey Mulligan and Joel Edgerton.

Anupam Kher

Anupam Kher has done interesting roles in
Hollywood films. He was seen with Bradley Copper in
the critically acclaimed Silver Linings Playbook (2002).
He played the role of court-mandated therapist, Dr. Cliff
Patel. Earlier, Kher was a part of Gurinder Chaddha’s
Bend It Like Beckham (2002) and Bride and Prejudice.
Kher’s latest English movie was The Big Sick (2017).

Deepika Padukone

The numero uno actress of Hindi films, Deepika
Padukone made headlines when she bagged xXx:
The Return of Xander Cage (2011), the third install-
ment of the hit franchise. She starred opposite
Hollywood heartthrob, Vin Diesel. Her performance
was liked by the critics and audience and the film
was a winner at the global box-office. Not many
know that Deepika was actually chosen to play the
lead in Fast and Furious 7 but she refused it as the
dates were clashing with Shah Rukh Khan’s Happy
New Year. Deepika will next be seen in the fourth
installment of the xXx series.

Priyanka Chopra

Let’s start with the most popular of them all.
Priyanka Chopra entered the West with a bang by her
hit singles like In My City and Exotic. Soon, ABC stu-
dios signed her and cast her as the lead in their
primetime show Quantico. The show got a good
response and Priyanka’s popularity soared higher.
Soon she bagged her first Hollywood film, Baywatch.
She stood tall alongside Dwayne Johnson and Zac
Efron. Priyanka is currently shooting for Quantico
Season 3 and two more Hollywood films, Isn’t it
Romantic and A Kid Like Jake. Wow!

KAICO congratulates Indian expatriates living in
Kuwait on the occasion of India’s 71st Independence
Anniversary. Mr Ashish Tandon, General Manager,
KAICO stated that we proudly represent 3 brands
from India, namely Apollo Tyres, Eicher Trucks and
Royal Enfield Motor bikes.  All the brands are Indian
born and are making a global mark. They have
imbibed world class manufacturing, quality and high
performance to match the best.

Apollo Tyres
Apollo Tyres  came into inception in 1972 and has

since been a trusted name in the business of manu-
facture and sale of tyres. With their headquarters in
Gurgaon, India, they cater to over a 100 countries
across the globe. And with Kaico as certified dealers
in Kuwait, they provide the latest technology in the
world of tyres to provide highest quality & fully
trusted products. Apollo Tyres has multiple manufac-
turing units in India & sponsors a group of interna-
tional teams in various sports such as their latest
partnership with the world’s famous premier league
club, Manchester united. 

Royal Enfield 
Continental GT: 

The lean, pared down ride that defined an era is
better than ever. The continental GT is every ounce a
café racer. Souped-up, striped down and loved by
rockers, this motorcycle is widely regarded as the
brand’s finest expression yet of pure motorcycling.
The GT is the most fun you’ll ever have on a motor-
cycle. 

Classic 350:
In the Classic 350, heritage and time-tested per-

formance go hand in hand. Its dashing, Vintage
inspired looks are underscored by an Enfield trade-
mark-dependability. The Classic is a machine you
can count on, come hill, dale or plain. It has the
torque to Flatten mountains and persevere through
entire ranges.

Eicher
Providing next generation trucks such as Pro

3008 Light Duty Truck & the 58 seater transporta-
tion bus skyline 20.15. the Pro 3008 truck Adopting
the most professional and holistic approach to mod-
ernize the trucking industry. Eicher’s new Pro 3008
trucks promise to deliver best-in-class fuel efficien-
cy, higher loading capacity, superior uptime and
overall vehicle life time profitability. 

With a completely new Pegasus-based front
styling across the product family, it is a quantum leap
in each and every aspect, from exterior design to
engine technology to cabin features. The Pro 3008
truck is powered by new generation engines adapted
from Volvo Group technology with power capacity
of 150 hp with high fuel efficiency, reliability and
long life. 

The skyline 20.15 bus has an aero-dynamic
design, attractive looks, ABS, tinted glasses, tubeless
tyres & elegant interiors and is powered with a 4.9
liters engine delivering 170 HP and 550 Nm of
torque, with an optimized drive-line and clutch
boosters ensuring a comfortable drive, low cost of
operation and low maintenance. 

These buses are manufactured in Eicher’s own bus
body plant in India and offers ideal transportation
solution in Staff / Labor segment to Construction,
transport, cleaning and manufacturing companies.

Kaico, ALSHAYA & AL SAGAR, celebrates
the 71st Indian Independence Day

Prosperous Years of partnership with the pride of Indian manufacturers

Tabu
Tabu has just done two Hollywod films but both

won her affection and acclaim. Her first English film
was Mira Nair’s The Namesake (2006). Tabu nailed
her role and the world couldn’t stop gushing about
her performance. Her second film in the West was
Ang Lee’s Academy Award winning film, Life of Pi.
She received much praise for her brief but impactful
performance.

Irrfan Khan
One of the finest talents of Bollywood is making

waves in Hollywood too. Irrfan, after creating a stir in
India, made the West notice him in Mira Nair’s The
Namesake (2006). Directors there recognised his talent
and the actor was soon seen in films like A Mighty
Heart (2007) and New York, I Love You (2008). Irrfan
also starred in Academy Award winning films like
Slumdog Millionaire (2008) and Life of Pie (2012).
That’s not all; his Hollywood filmography also includes
big ticket blockbusters like The Amazing Spiderman
(2012) and Jurassic World (2015).

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan got massive world recogni-

tion in 1994 when she won the Miss World title and was
subsequently called the Most Beautiful Woman on
earth. After a successful start in Hindi movies, she took
the West by storm with her dazzling appearances at the
Cannes Film Festival. Soon she got her first project in
the West with Bride and Prejudice in 2004. What fol-
lowed were some not-so-successful films like The
Mistress Of Spices (2005), Provoked: A True Story
(2006), The Last Legion (2007) and The Pink Panther 2
(2009).
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Running parallel to India’s coastline
for 1600km from Gujarat to deep-
south Tamil Nadu, the lush, forest-

cloaked, UNESCO-listed Western Ghats
make up some of the most biodiverse terri-
tory on the globe. India’s second-highest
mountain range is an untamed natural
world of Jungle Book dreams, rich in
unique, endemic flora and fauna, inter-
spersed with carefully clipped, glittering-
green tea plantations and once-splendid
hill stations drenched in Raj-era history.

Though the Ghats on average reach
915m, in Tamil Nadu they tower over
2500m high in the Nilgiri Hills - where
you’ll meet Ooty, ‘Queen of Hill Stations’ -
and the Palani Hills near Kodaikanal.
Across the border in Kerala, some of the
world’s highest-altitude tea plantations
sprawl around Munnar. In between, tigers,
elephants, langur monkeys, chital deer and
gaur (Indian bison) flit through the unspoilt
wilderness of several contiguous protected
parks.

Ooty, queen of the Nilgiri Hills
It was British colonials who originally

sought refuge from the sweltering lowland

heat in these cool, mist-shrouded moun-
tains of native shola (virgin forest), found-
ing South India’s eccentric collection of hill
stations. Today, it is Indian holidaymakers
rather than foreign tourists who flock to
the Western Ghats seeking cool air, natural
beauty and green serenity.

Major town of the Unesco-designated

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve - a highly biodi-
verse 5520-sq-km area that flows across
northwest Tamil Nadu into Kerala and
Karnataka - the typically frenzied yet his-
torically captivating town of Ooty
(Udhagamandalam) is Tamil Nadu’s most
popular hill station. Like its Himalayan sib-
lings, it was founded in the early 19th cen-
tury, when Madras (now Chennai) was the
capital of British India’s Madras
Presidency. Ooty is also the springboard
for exploring Tamil Nadu’s wildlife-rich
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, just northwest.

Ooty’s Hindu temples, lively bazaar,
chaotic centre and pedalboat-sprinkled
lake give way to flower-wreathed English-
style lanes, passing splendid Raj-era build-
ings like the red-hued, still-operating 1867
Nilgiri Library, and St Stephen’s Church,
dating from 1829. Many of these have been
reimagined as exquisite heritage hotels:
cosy 1855 bungalow Lymond House, or
the early 19th-century Taj brand Savoy.
But this is still, of course, South India, and
you’ll feast on tasty idlis, vadas, dosas and
pure-veg thalis aplenty in Ooty’s restau-
rants. Beyond the town, you can escape
into the forested hills on guided treks to

tea plantations and tribal villages, or visit
the 2633m Doddabetta viewpoint, the
Nilgiris’ tallest.

Before the arrival of the British, the
Nilgiris’ sole inhabitants were its distinct
tribal communities, most well known
among them the Ooty-area Toda, who
dress in striking black-and-red embroi-

dered shawls. The Tribal Research Centre
Museum, 10km southwest of town, is worth a
stop for its fascinating exhibits and displays on
these tribal communities. Beyond the museum
lies the beautiful, little-visited Avalanche Valley,
reachable only on official forest department
‘ecotours’.

A cuppa in Coonoor
Bustling Coonoor sits 20km southeast of

Ooty, encircled by an emerald-green sea of tea
plantations. Upper Coonoor (not hectic central
Coonoor) makes a more peaceful alternative
Nilgiri base to Ooty, with easy access to superb
viewpoints, the 50-year-old Highfield Tea
Estate, and such gorgeous heritage accommo-
dation as 1900s British bungalow 180º McIver.
Meanwhile, quiet Kotagiri (1800m), 30km east
of Ooty, is the Nilgiris’ original hill station: its
earthy-red Sullivan Memorial is the 1819 house
of Ooty founder John Sullivan.

With the Nilgiris, half the fun is getting here -
ideally aboard the celebrated British-built, nar-
row-gauge Nilgiri Mountain Railway. Awarded
World Heritage status by UNESCO, the blue-
and-cream-coloured ‘toy’ train trundles between
Mettupalayam in the plains and Ooty, via
Coonoor, traversing tunnels, tackling bridges
and passing ever-more-spectacular forest and
tea-plantation views; you might even spy a wild
elephant pushing through the undergrowth.

Kodaikanal, princess of the Palani Hills
Ringed by the protected Palani Hills, 250km

southeast of Ooty, Tamil Nadu’s 2100m-high

‘Princess of Hill Stations’, Kodaikanal (Kodai), is
all the more atmospheric when (often) veiled in
mist. Unusually, Kodai was founded in 1845 not
by moustachioed British Empire officials but by
American missionaries escaping malaria in the
Madurai lowlands, and has its own distinct char-
acter punctuated by its international school,
organic-fired cuisine and popularity with Indian
honeymooners.

Rowboats bob on the star-shaped lake, and
the hazy surrounding hillsides are carpeted with
shola forest - found only in the Western Ghats -
and kurinji shrubs, which blossom in lavender-
blue just once every 12 years (including in
2018!). Walks thread through forests to horizon-
reaching viewpoints, shimmering lakes, and the
budget-traveller haven of Vattakanal village
(4.5km southwest of Kodai), which has the
sociable vibe of a miniature South Indian
Manali.

If you’re feeling adventurous, there are two-
day treks (with guides) across to Munnar in
Kerala via Top Station, with glorious views over
the Ghats. The long-running and reputable
trekking outfit Tracks & Trails offer guided
walks and insider expertise. Stars of Kodai’s
accommodation scene include expertly run,
ecofriendly Cinnabar homestay, and the high-
end, lake-view Carlton, a majestic colonial-era
mansion, or choose to retreat to ecofocused

Elephant Valley in the Palani Hills below, where
elephants wander the 48-hectare grounds.

Munnar: Tea, cardamom and cooking
classes

Just over the border in serene Kerala,
Munnar is the hustle-bustle hub of South India’s

major tea growing area. Much like Ooty,
Munnar’s commercial, traffic-choked centre
fades fast as you venture out into its mellow,
enticingly green valleys and hills, where cot-
tages hide amid the glinting leaves of manicured
tea and cardamom plantations. You can join

guided treks to high-altitude mountain outlooks
and tea estates and tour the model Tea
Museum, or get hands-on with delicately spiced
Keralan cuisine at a cooking class with respect-
ed food writer Nimi Sunilkumar. Among
Munnar’s mountain escapes, gorgeous family-
run homestay Rose Gardens shines for its cook-
ing courses, valley vistas and coconut-pancake
breakfasts.

Protecting The Western Ghats
Crisscrossing between Kerala, Karnataka

and Tamil Nadu, the adjoining protected areas
of Bandipur, Nagarhole, Wayanad,
Sathyamangalam and Mudumalai host the plan-
et’s single largest tiger population. According to
India’s 2014 tiger census, 570 tigers prowl these
wilds - you’ll be lucky to spot one, but keep
your eyes peeled in the Ghats’ many national
parks as there’s always a chance.

Karnataka’s 643-sq-km Nagarhole National
Park, west of Mysuru (Mysore), is home to one
of the world’s greatest concentration of wild
Asian elephants, joined in its Kabini-River-
flanking forests by tigers, leopards, dholes (wild
dogs), chital, gaurs and langurs. Many of these
signature species also roam Bandipur National
Park just to the southeast, which encompasses
880 sq km at Karnataka’s junction with Kerala
and Tamil Nadu.

The secluded, untouristed reaches of north-
ernmost Kerala’s 345-sq-km Wayanad Wildlife
Sanctuary are arguably your best bet for
encountering South India’s wild elephants. In
southern Kerala, 35 tigers and 900 elephants,
plus sambar deer, wild boar and langurs, patrol
the dense evergreen forests of Periyar Wildlife
Sanctuary, one of India’s most extensive (925
sq km) and beloved parks. With around 50 elu-
sive tigers, luscious Mudumalai Tiger Reserve,
in Tamil Nadu, has one of India’s highest tiger-
population densities; more regularly spotted
are its elephants, jackals, langurs, gaurs, deer
and peacocks.

Access to these ethereal, carefully guarded
reserves is via official 4WD or minibus tour
only; some parks might also offer guided treks.
You’ll dine and sleep at hands-on wildlife
lodges, such as Nagarhole’s lakeside
Waterwoods Lodge and Mudumalai’s stylish
Jungle Retreat, or at welcoming homestays
such as Green View Homestay in Periyar and
Bandipur’s Dhole’s Den.

For a thoroughly off-the-beaten-track
Western Ghats wildlife experience, seek out
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve in Kerala, or Tamil
Nadu’s Anamalai Tiger Reserve, where Sinna
Dorai’s Bungalow adds tea-plantation luxury.

Tea, t rains and relics from the Raj :
Exploring India’s Western Ghats

Wednesday, August 15, 2018



7

2018 is proving to be a very busy year for India’s
space agency ISRO, with a mission planned for
each month. The Indian Space Research

Organization has already launched 3 important satellites
between January 1 and April 12. These include remote
sensing satellite Cartosat-2 on board the PSLV-C40
rocket in January, communication satellite GSAT-6A on
board GSLV-F08 rocket on March 29, and navigation
satellite IRNSS-1Ion board the PSLV-C41 rocket on
April 12. “In the next eight months, ISRO has nine more
important missions planned,” ISRO Chairman K Sivan
told reporters at the Sathish Dhawan Space Centre in
Andhra Pradesh’s Sriharikota last week. This means
ISRO will average one mission every month for the year
2018 - which would be a remarkable achievement.

Here are the details of some of the important
launches planned by ISRO for the rest of 2018:

CHANDRAYAAN-2 MISSION
Expected to be the biggest mission of all this year,

Chandrayaan-2 will be India’s second mission to the
moon. It will be a totally indigenous mission, which
means it will be a 100 per cent ‘made in India’ mission.
Unlike Chandrayaan-1, which only had a lunar orbiter,
Chandrayaan-2 will have an orbiter, a lander and a rover.
According to ISRO’s plan, after reaching the 100 km
lunar orbit, the ‘lander’ housing the ‘rover’ will separate
from the ‘orbiter’. After a controlled descent, the lander
will soft land on the Moon’s surface at a specified site
and deploy the rover. The rover, which will be six-
wheeled, will move around the landing site in semi-
autonomous mode as decided by the ground commands.
The instruments on the rover will observe the lunar sur-
face and send back data, which will be useful for analy-
sis of the Moon’s soil.

The orbiter of Chandrayaan-2 will weigh around
3,290 kg and will orbit around the moon to perform the
objectives of remote sensing the moon. The payloads
will collect scientific information on lunar topography,
mineralogy, elemental abundance, lunar exosphere and
signatures of hydroxyl and water-ice.

The Chandrayaan-2 mission will be launched on
board the GSLV-F10 rocket, and is planned for the sec-
ond half of 2018 (Aimed for October). The GSLV or
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV Mk II)
is the largest launch vehicle developed by India, which is
currently in operation. This fourth generation launch
vehicle is a three stage vehicle with four liquid strap-
ons. The indigenously developed Cryogenic Upper
Stage (CUS), which is flight proven, forms the third
stage of GSLV Mk II.

THE GSAT-11 MISSION
As explained by ISRO, the GSAT-11 is a multi beam

high throughput communication satellite operating in

Ka and Ku-bands employing a new bus. It provides 32
user beams in Ku-band and 8 gateway beams in Ka-
band. The payload includes Ka x Ku-band forward
link transponders and Ku x Ka band return link
transponders.

The GSAT-11 satellite is planned to be launched by
Ariane from Kourou, French Guiana in 2018. India’s
GSAT satellites are indigenously developed communi-
cation satellites which are used for digital audio and
video broadcasting. The GSAT satellites are geosyn-
chronous satellites - having a geosynchronous orbit,
which means they have an orbital period the same as the
Earth’s rotation period. The GSAT series of satellites
have been developed by ISRO with an aim to make
India 100 per cent self-reliant in broadcasting services.

C-band, Extended C-band and Ku-bands provide
services for telecommunications, television broadcast-
ing, weather forecasting, disaster warning and search
and rescue operations.

ISRO chairman K Sivan confirmed that the GSAT-11
will be the “heaviest satellite” ever made by ISRO.
Though he did not specify the exact weight, he con-
firmed that it will be in excess of 5.7 tonnes (more than
5,100 kg).

THE GSLV-MK3-D2 / GSAT-29 MISSION
GSAT-29, which too is a GSAT series satellite as

explained above, is configured around ISRO’s Enhanced
I-3K Bus and  will be the payload for second develop-
mental flight of GSLV-MkIII. It carries Ka x Ku multi-
beam and optical communication payloads for the first
time. The mission targets for Village Resource  Centres
(VRC)  in  rural  areas  to  bridge  the  digital divide.

The GSLV-MkIII-D2/GSAT-29 Mission is scheduled
to be launched in 2018. The satellite will weigh around
3,500 kg. “The GSLV-Mk3-D2, will launch the GSAT-
29. We are going to have a host of GSLV missions like
DigiSat and high resolution remote sensing satellites,”
ISRO Chairman K Sivan confirmed.

GSAT-7A MISSION
According to news agency PTI, ISRO Chairman K

Sivan has confirmed the launch of the GSAT-7A mission
this year. “We have another GSLV mission, which is
going to have GSAT-7A,” he said.

The GSAT-7A satellite is an advanced military com-
munications satellite. It will be dedicated for the sole use
of the Indian Air Force. It is similar to the GSAT-7 which
is currently being used exclusively by the Indian Navy.
The Navy’s GSAT-7 is a multi-band communication
spacecraft, which has been operational since September
2013. The GSAT-7 satellite helps enable the Indian
Navy to extend its blue water capabilities and stop rely-

ing on foreign satellites like Inmarsat, which provide
communication services to its ships. Similarly, the
GSAT-7A satellite will help the Indian Air Force spread
its wings further.

GSAT-7A will enable the Indian Air Force to inter-
link different ground radar stations, ground airbase
and Airborne early warning and control (AWACS) air-
craft. The GSAT-7A satellite will enhance the Indian
Air Force’s network-centric warfare capabilities and
enhance its global operations.

GSAT-7A is expected to be launched in the second
half of 2018 and will be launched on board the Ariane
5 rocket from Kourou, French Guiana. The GSAT-7A
satellite will be put into a geosynchronous orbit.

THE RISAT-1A MISSION
RISAT or Radar Imaging SATellite (RISAT-1A) will

be a remote sensing satellite that is similar in configu-
ration to RISAT-1. It will be the third satellite in the
RISAT series. RISAT-1, which was the second in the
series, uses C-band 5.35 GHz synthetic aperture radar
for earth observation.

Because of the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks the
RISAT-2 satellite took priority over the RISAT-1
satellite. RISAT-2 carried an Israeli-built X-band
radar. This is how RISAT-2 became the first in the
series and RISAT-1 became the second.

The RISAT-1 satellite has a purpose of monitoring
natural resources management, primarily agriculture
planning and forestry surveys, as well as to predict
and prevent flooding. It helps monitor paddy planta-
tions and yields in the kharif season and to assists in
food security planning.

The latest in the series - RISAT-1A - will primarily
be a land-based mission and will be used for terrain
mapping. It will also be used for land analysis. Though
analysis of land will be its primary focus, it will also
analyze the ocean and water surface. It will also moni-
tor the moisture in the soil across the country and will
greatly benefit for agricultural purposes.

RISAT-1A satellite will carry a ‘synthetic aperture
radar’ which will operate at 5.35 GHz in C-band. A
synthetic aperture radar or SAR can be used for earth
observation irrespective of the light and weather con-
ditions of the area being imaged. RISAT-1A will be
launched on board the PSLV or Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle. It will weigh around 1,850 kgs.

Calling it one of the busiest years for the ISRO,
chairman K Sivan said scientists are excited and
determined to achieve the targets. After three launch-
es in the first four months, “We have a lot more mis-
sions on the anvil. In the next eight months, we are
going to have nine missions. We are going to have
both GSLV and PSLV missions. Along with that
(launches) we have technology demonstration for
future missions as well,” he said.

ISRO launches 100th satellite
Wednesday, August 15, 2018

Japanese steel and engineering companies are in
the driver’s seat to bag major supply contracts for
a $17 billion Indian bullet train, several sources

said, undermining a key component of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s economic policy - a push to ‘Make in
India’. Japan is funding most of the project, and
Japanese companies are likely to supply at least 70
percent of the core components of the rail line, said
five sources in New Delhi with direct knowledge of
the matter.

The Indian company executing the project, National
High Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL), said in a
statement that procurement from Japan will be only 18
percent of the total project cost. Indian companies will
carry out the construction of bridges and structures
for the elevated rail, which will amount to more than
half the cost, it said. A Japanese transport ministry offi-
cial involved in the project said the two countries were

still working out a strategy for the supply of key com-
ponents, and would unveil a plan for procurements
around July. The official spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The September 2017 agreement between Japan and
India for the bullet train project included two clauses -
the promotion of ‘Make in India’ and ‘Transfer of
Technology’ - through which New Delhi had hoped to
set up manufacturing facilities in the country, generate
jobs and get a toehold in Japanese technology. Modi
faces a general election in 2019 and is under pressure
to provide more jobs to millions of unemployed in
India. Critics also say the bullet train is wasteful and
that the money could be better used elsewhere.

The World Bank currently ranks India 100th out of
190 nations on the ease of doing business, giving it rel-
atively low marks for starting a business, enforcing
contracts and dealing with construction permits.

Japan in driver’s seat for Indian bullet train deals
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