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Threat from on
high: Race to 
bolster drone
defenses
PARIS: From hand-held copters that
zoom around the living room to high-
speed craft offering the sensation of
flying over the countryside, drones
have won over legions of fans-and are
proving a growing challenge for securi-
ty authorities. Experts say models
readily available on the market can eas-
i ly be turned into a “poor man’s
weapon”, a remote-controlled bomb or
a means of filming a site in preparation
of an attack.

“This is going to be the weapon of
choice for those who feel that they are
technically outmatched in other areas,”
said Todd Humphreys, an engineering
professor at the University of Austin in
Texas who special izes in drone
research. Already the list of worrying
incidents and close calls is long. The
latest was on August 4 when two
explosive-laden drones were allegedly
used in an attempt to kill Venezuela’s
President Nicolas Maduro as he gave a
speech in Caracas.

And last week, President Emmanuel
Macron’s security services jammed a
drone’s navigating signals as it flew
near his vacation retreat, sending it
crashing into the Mediterranean. An
inquiry has been opened, with police
divers trying to recover the craft. Other
high-profile scares saw a drone crash-

ing onto a stage near German
Chancellor Angela Merkel in 2013, and
two years later, the White House went
on lockdown after a drone foiled radar
systems and landed on the lawn. “I
believe that this is a trend, and heads of
state will need to be very cautious
about giving outdoor speeches or out-
door rallies unless they’re sure they can
defend themselves against an attack of
one or more drones,” Humphreys said.

Evolving risks 
Islamic State fighters have used

civil ian drones to track Iraqi army
movements, while Russia reported in
January that drones equipped with
explosives had attacked its forces sta-
t ioned in  Syria . Environmental
act iv ists  have launched them at
nuclear power plants in France, and
such threats have prompted the instal-
lation of drone-blocking capabilities
at key US nuclear sites.

A Japanese man was convicted in
2016 for landing a drone carrying a
bottle of radioactive sand from the
Fukushima disaster site on the roof of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s office.
Faced with such risks, officials are test-
ing and deploying equipment including
frequency jamming gear, nets and even
intercepting eagles.

“We have a strategy of surveillance,
inquiry and material  testing,” said
Colonel Jean-Francois Morel of
France’s gendarme police force, who
said 400,000 civilian drones were sold
in the country last year. Strict operat-
ing rules are also in place in France,
including a ban on their use in cities,
and an online map which shows all
areas that are off  l imits-including
Macron’s holiday retreat at Bregancon.

Eagles? 
Starting next year, any drone weigh-

ing more than 800 grams must be reg-
istered with French authorities. But
experts see shortcomings in the current
defense strategies. “It is very difficult
to hit a drone that is coming at high
speed, at 100 km/h (70 mph), and it’s
not hard to build drones that do that,”
Humphreys said. “Even if you could hit
one drone that came in at high speed,
what if five or 10 of them attacked you
all at once?” Other risks include an
intercepted drone falling in an urban
area, or crafts that are modified to
ignore ground-based signals on the last
stage of an attack, rendering jamming
gear useless.

Stationing sharpshooters at all sen-
sitive sites could also prove impractica-

ble-and costly. Prisons, in particular,
are taking seriously the use of drones
to deliver illicit packages to inmates or
to scout out a means of breaking peo-
ple out. French officials believe this is
how career criminal Redoine Faid was
sprung so quickly from prison in July
by armed accomplices using a helicop-
ter-he is still on the run.

It was later revealed that no net had
been stretched across the main court-
yard at the prison to prevent airborne
entry. As for training eagles to snatch
rogue drones, the French air force pro-
gram was inspired by a similar effort in
The Netherlands. But Dutch officials
said in December they were dropping
the project after the birds were deemed
too expensive and too unruly to be
effective. —AFP

MONTAUBAN: In this file photo taken on May 16, 2018 a drone equipped with a
photo camera is pictured during a training session of the 17th Parachute Engineer
Regiment of Montauban in a forest of the Tarn et Garonne, near Montauban. —AFP

Researchers:
Fight forest fires
with indigenous
knowledge
LONDON: Countries at risk of cata-
strophic wildfires should adopt ancient
practices used by indigenous people,
researchers said yesterday, after scores
of deadly blazes engulfed parts of the
northern hemisphere. Wildfires have
menaced vil lages and forests from
Greece to the United States this sum-
mer, killing hundreds and displacing
tens of thousands of people.

Fire services should collaborate with
indigenous communities that have prac-
ticed techniques for thousands of years
to maintain their land and prevent large
blazes, said a report by the Prisma
Foundation, an El Salvador-based
research group. “The best firefighting
equipment in the world cannot stop the
most devastating wildfires. An effective
weapon to prevent uncontrolled wild-
fire is knowledge,” the report said.

Indigenous people, who manage
nearly 900 million hectares of land
worldwide, hold “highly sophisticated”
knowledge of fire management, the
report noted. Indigenous groups
around the world deliberately light

small fires throughout the year, which
reduces the amount of fuel, preventing
wildfires from spreading rapidly. “Small
controlled burns can reduce the impact
and threat of catastrophic wildfires,”
lead researcher Andrew Davis told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

In the Brazilian savannah, the num-
ber of dry season fires decreased by 57
percent after fire services started col-
laborating with indigenous tr ibes,
according to the Prisma Foundation.
The US Forest Service formed a part-
nership with the Yurok tribe in northern
California last year, after a fast-moving
wildfire killed 43 people.

The Yurok use controlled burns to
protect settlements from larger fires,
and exposure to heat also makes their
crops more resistant to drought, said
Frank Lake, a Native American ecolo-
gist. “Fire is medicine. This ancient les-
son has an application to our modern
conditions and situations,” he said by
phone from New Orleans. Fire now
consumes more than half the annual
budget of the U.S. Forest Service,
which is in charge of managing national
forests and grasslands, and it could
exceed 67 percent by 2025, according
to a 2015 report by the US Department
of Agriculture

In 1995, firefighting accounted for 16
percent of the Forest Service’s yearly
budget, and that allocation rose to
more than 50 percent in 2015, said the

report. Despite the extra resources for
firefighting, California has suffered its
most destructive fire season in history
this summer, according to the Prisma
Foundation report. “Fire agencies are
really struggling and looking for new
strategies to address the wildfires,”
Lake said. The need for new strategies

will become more urgent as climate
change is likely to bring an increase in
wildfires, experts say. The number of
high-risk fire days will increase from
20 to 50 percent globally by 2050,
according to a report published last
year in the journal Nature Ecology &
Evolution. —Reuters

A helicopter drops water to a bush fire at the Holy Fire in Lake Elsinore, California,
southeast of Los Angeles. —AFP

World Bank to
issue world’s first
blockchain bond
WASHINGTON: The World Bank is taking a step
into the brave new world of digital finance to sell
the first-ever bond to be issued entirely using
blockchain technology, the bank announced recent-
ly. More than just funds, the World Bank aims to
gain experience using blockchain — a digital pub-
lic registry of transactions — that could lead to “a
golden future” for financial services for developing
nations, a bank official told AFP.

The technology is most often associated with
cryptocurrencies — like bitcoin — which often
raise suspicion about their reliability and volatility,
as well as their use for criminal purposes. But
because there as yet is no central bank-backed
digital currency in existence, the two-year
blockchain bond will rely on real-world money:
Australian dollars.

The Washington-based development lender aims
to raise about Aus$50 million (about $36 million),
although it could be double that if more investors
get involved before the bond is finalized the week
of August 20. “Since our first bond transaction in
1947, innovation and investor satisfaction have
been important hallmarks of our success with lever-
aging capital markets for development,” World
Bank Treasurer Arunma Oteh said.

“Today, we believe that emerging technologies,
equally offer transformative, yet prudent possibili-
ties for us to continue to innovate, respond to
investor needs and strengthen markets.” The trans-
action is the brainchild of the World Bank’s innova-
tion lab, which has been working on the issue for
nearly a year, together with the Commonwealth
Bank of Australia. —AFP

TOKYO: Michiyo Arai is like many young Japanese
women today. She believes flexible working patterns
can help her move along a viable career path. But she
is also anxious about job hunting in a country where
practices, like teleworking, are relatively new.

Last year, the 28-year-old enrolled in a basic pro-
gramming course that included a telework internship. It
was with a company that supports “Youth UP”. Also
known as the “Utilizing IT to Support the Employment
of Youth”, this project is conducted by a Tokyo non-
profit organization, SODATEAGE-NET with the coop-
eration of Microsoft Japan. After taking on more cours-
es to improve her computer skills, Arai was hired by an
IT-related company in Chiba City, outside of Tokyo.

Her telework internship was based on using Skype.
This remote experience, she recalls, gave her confi-
dence. “While taking part in it, they would tell me, ‘Let’s
get through this together one step at a time.’ Instead of
having to come face-to-face with someone, Skype act-
ed like a buffer and helped me relax,” Arai said.
Expanding the window of employment opportunities

Telework uses information and communications
technology so employees can work flexibly, without
limitations on time and location. The Japanese govern-
ment has recognized the value of that and has includ-
ed it in its work-style reform program. Aiming to
broaden youth’s working styles, the “Youth UP” proj-
ect provides “telework internship” opportunities using
Skype and cloud services with the aim of giving job
seekers much needed digital skills.

SODATEAGE-NET President Kei Kudo said the
organization found that nearly 70% of the 15 to 39-
year-olds that SODATEAGE-NET supports couldn’t
use Word and Excel “at all.” Meanwhile, there are very
few job postings that don’t require Word and Excel
skills. “Companies assume that most people can oper-

ate a computer and use Word and Excel, but there are
individuals who never had the opportunity to use
them. There is a gap between what companies assume
a person can do and what that person can actually
do,” Kudo points out.

Official statistics show that approximately 600,000
young people are unemployed in Japan. To tackle this,
the government’s new work-style reforms require
companies to adopt flexible working practices and
better working environments. The wider aim is to cre-
ate a society in which more women and youth actively
join the labor market.

“Youth UP” is born
“Youth UP” project was launched in response to

this situation. Under it, Microsoft sends instructors to
nonprofit organizations where they help people build
their IT skills and provide training for support group
staff so they can become IT instructors themselves.
This is a sustainable system, in which the support
group will have the necessary know-how to conduct
lectures even after the project ends.

Less than two years after the project’s launch, 41
nonprofit organizations have joined across Japan. In
addition to taking part in the project, SODATEAGE-
NET, based in Tachikawa City in Tokyo, also acts as
the organizer, and similar efforts are now being con-
ducted on a nationwide scale. Through telework
internships, interns communicate with their employers
through Skype, without having to physically visit the
company, wherever it might be.

In Arai’s case, she used a computer at a community
center she used to visit for career counseling. This
system is also advantageous for companies that par-
ticipate in the project. Welcoming a telework intern is
easier for a company than accommodating new in-

office staff: the only requirements, for both the intern
and the company, are internet access and fostering a
mutual relationship of trust, bit by bit.

Arai’s internship only lasted for four days, but she
was able to gain confidence after completing a given
task. It also made her realize what other skills she
needed. Chartering a new course. Since “Youth UP”
was launched, more than 50,000 people have taken
the training program. The average employment rate of
the trainees has reached 43 percent, exceeding the

initial target of 30 percent.
This spring, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and

Welfare took over the “Youth UP” project’s IT basic
training program to continue it. This move is deemed a
rare endorsement of a private-sector project achiev-
ing significant results and outgrowing itself to be con-
tinued as a government project. Arai is now undergo-
ing training at her new company and is studying more
about computer science as a way of building her
career. —AFP

Approximately 600,000 young people are unemployed in Japan

Working for a change: Breaking free 
from traditional work culture in Japan

TOKYO: Telework internships allows intern to work with their employers without having to physically
visit the company.

Fish fry: Japan 
heatwave threatens
famed tuna auction
TOKYO: Fishmongers at Tokyo’s famed Tsukiji tuna auction
are feeling the heat as the ageing market’s air conditioners
struggle to keep up with a heatwave blanketing the country.
The dilapidated market is due to close later this year, and will
relocate to a new, modern site. But in the meantime wholesalers
have been forced to take measures including keeping their
pricey produce in cool trucks until moments before auction.

“We can’t replace the ageing air conditioners as we’re
relocating very soon, and it’s been so hot that it’s hard to get
the temperature down,” an official at the market told AFP. The
auction space is usually kept at 15 degrees Celsius to keep the
treasured tuna cool, but an “unprecedented” heatwave meant
the mercury hit as high as 20 degrees in July, the official said.

To keep their fish fresh, wholesalers are keeping the shut-
ters in the auction warehouse sealed, leaving tuna inside cool
trucks until shortly before auction and covering fish with
tarps as soon as they are sold. “Wholesalers are doing their
best to keep the tuna from thawing,” the official said. After
more than 80 years in operation, Tsukiji is scheduled to move
to Toyosu, the site of a former gas plant, on October 11.

The current site is the world’s biggest fish market and a
popular tourist attraction in an area packed with restau-
rants and shops. Plans to move the market have been in the
works for years, and the relocation was originally sched-
uled for 2016. But myriad delays have set back the time-
line, including the discovery of soil contamination at
Toyosu. —AFP


