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News in brief

Duterte to visit Israel 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte is to make
an official visit to Israel next month, his government said
yesterday, nearly two years after he sparked outrage by
likening his deadly drug war to the Holocaust. The
September 2-5 trip will be the first by a Filipino leader
since diplomatic ties were established between the two
countries in 1967, a foreign department statement said.
Duterte and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
will discuss how to develop ties on issues including securi-
ty and counter-terrorism, according to the statement. Israel
has been a key weapons supplier to the Philippines, which
is fighting Islamic militants as well as communist guerrillas.
An Israeli firm supplied the thermal imaging system for an
armoured military unit that killed the top leader of Islamic
State group-linked militants who seized the southern city
of Marawi last year, the unit has said. —AFP 

Jihadists killed in Cairo 

CAIRO: Six suspected Islamist militants were killed in an
Egyptian police raid on their hideout in a suburb west of
Cairo, the interior ministry said yesterday. The alleged
jihadists died in a shootout after opening fire on security
forces in the 6 October district, it said in a statement.  The
ministry said it had received information that the suspects
were planning attacks on vital installations, Christian
places of worship and security personnel. Security forces
found three automatic rifles, other weapons, ammunition
and jihadist propaganda at the scene, the ministry said.
The statement did not specify when the raid took place or
whether the suspected militants were affiliated with any
specific group. The raid follows a failed suicide attack
against a church close to Cairo on Saturday, when offi-
cials said a bomber blew up just short of reaching his tar-
get because of tight security. —AFP 

Philippine leader sacks 20 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has fired
20 people, including colonels and a general, over accusa-
tions of fraud and graft in purchases of military medical
supplies, his spokesman said on Monday, the latest step in
a sweeping battle on graft. Reining in government corrup-
tion was a key election plank for Duterte, who has been a
big supporter of the security forces, promising equipment
and boosting their budget and salaries to help tackle
crime, drugs and armed rebellions. Those sacked were
accused of involvement in 17 cases of bogus purchases of
supplies, drugs and equipment at inflated prices, the
spokesman, Harry Roque, told reporters. Civilians and
military officials were among those sacked. The service-
men faced a court martial, he added. —Reuters

Falling signboard kills 3 

SHANGHAI: Three people were killed and six others
injured in Shanghai when a shop signboard toppled onto
a crowded sidewalk in a popular shopping district amid
heavy rain triggered by Typhoon Yagi. The accident
occurred Sunday night on busy Nanjing East Road in the
city center, a few hundreds meters (yards) from
Shanghai’s historic Bund riverfront district, a statement
by city authorities said. Security camera footage broad-
cast by state-run China Central Television (CCTV)
showed a heavy section of signage above a shop break
off without warning and plummet edge-wise into a group
of pedestrians. Three were killed. The six who were hurt
did not suffer life-threatening injuries, city authorities
said. CCTV quoted a witness as saying that a five-year-
old child was among the dead. It took 16 people to lift
the sign off of the victims, CCTV added. —AFP 

South Korea
woman given
rare jail term 
for spycam crime
SEOUL: A South Korean court yester-
day slapped a woman with a rare jail
term for secretly photographing a male
nude model, in a case that sparked con-
troversy over double standards. High-
tech South Korea has been battling a
growing epidemic of so-called “molka”
or spycam videos, which largely involve
men secretly filming women in schools,
offices, trains, toilets, changing rooms
and on the street. Spycam crimes report-
ed to police surged from around 1,100 in
2010 to more than 6,500 last year, and
many offenders share or sell photos and
videos online. According to official sta-
tistics about 98 percent of offenders are
men-ranging from school teachers and
college professors to church pastors and

police officers-while more than 80 per-
cent of victims are women. 

But in the latest case the woman in
her 20s-also a nude model-was sen-
tenced to 10 months in prison for taking
a picture of her male counterpart at a
Seoul art college and sharing it on the
internet in May.  She was arrested days
later and paraded in front of television
cameras while police raided her home to
search for evidence-described by many
activists as an uncharacteristically swift
and aggressive response. Patriarchal val-
ues are deeply ingrained in South Korea
despite its economic and technological
advances. State data shows only 8.7 per-
cent of high-tech peeping Toms are
jailed on their first conviction, with most
only fined or receiving suspended terms,
seen by many as a slap on the wrist.

“The whole response by the police to
this rare case in which a victim is male is
truly unprecedented,” said Seo Seung-
hui, head of the Korea Cyber Sexual
Violence civic group. “We rarely saw
them act so quickly for countless cases
in which victims were female,” she told
AFP. The case of the model-who has not

been named-was a catalyst for a recent
series of mass women’s rallies in Seoul,
at which protestors accused the police
and court of treating male victims and
offenders more favorably than women.
Smartphones sold in the South are

required to make a loud shutter noise
when taking pictures, but many offend-
ers use special apps that mute the sound,
or turn to high-tech spy cameras hidden
inside eye glasses, lighters, watches, car
keys and even neckties. —AFP

SEOUL: Photo shows South Korean women staging a monthly protest
against secretly-filmed spycam pornography in Seoul. —AFP

Reunited post-Aleppo 
battle, Syrian medics 
mete out ‘hope’
AL GHANDURA: Her scarred hands wrapped in gloves,
Malakeh Harbaliyya lifted an infant out of an incubator at a
hospital in Syria’s rural north, holding him gently as he guz-
zled milk from a bottle. Nearly two years ago, the nurse and
her brave colleagues were scrambling to save premature
babies from heavy regime bombardment of Aleppo city,
before ultimately being forced to quit the facility altogether.

Now the same team of doctors has reunited to open
Hope Hospital in northern parts of the province still out-
side regime control. “I think of the children first before
thinking of myself, because their lives are in our hands,”
said 31-year-old Harbaliyya at the facility in rebel-held Al-
Ghandura. “Their tiny souls didn’t do anything to deserve
this war.” In November 2016, Harbaliyya was working in
the only children’s hospital still operating in rebel parts of
Aleppo city when an air strike slammed into the building.

In footage of the aftermath, Harbaliyya is seen scooping
up a baby in a light pink blanket, then suddenly bursting
into loud sobs. Barely eight months later, after evacuating
the city, a car bomb sent Harbaliyya herself into intensive
care in neighboring Turkey. But she has pulled through,
and the severe burns on her hands have today healed into
a swirl of scars. Her hair covered by a pink-colored scarf
and dressed in a top that reads “Girls for the Future,”
Harbaliyya beamed as she lovingly pinched a frail infant’s
cheeks. “My colleagues at the Hope Hospital-the staff with
me here-gave me the will to live,” she said.

‘Wherever we went’ 
In blue scrubs, Dr Hatem greeted his colleagues at the

door before heading in to examine a girl squirming on a
consultation bed from stomach pain. The hallway features
a large portrait of Mohammad Wassim Maaz, a beloved
children’s doctor who died in an air strike on Aleppo city
in April 2016. Later that year, after the city’s Children’s
Hospital was knocked out of action and as a regime victo-
ry loomed, Hatem and his colleagues formulated a plan. 

With government troops closing in, the staff knew they
would soon be evacuated from Aleppo and wanted to stay
together, said the 32-year-old doctor, also the hospital’s
director. “Wherever we went, we wanted to set up a chil-
dren’s hospital,” said Hatem, preferring not to give his sur-
name. In under a month, a crowd-funding campaign by the

Turkey-based Independent Doctors Association and
Britain’s CanDo charity gathered enough donations from
around the world to rehabilitate and run a new hospital for
a whole year.

“We would never have imagined that we could find the
whole amount in just three weeks,” Hatem said. With
equipment brought from Britain via neighboring Turkey,
they opened the Hope Hospital in April 2017 in the previ-
ously underserved Al-Ghandura district. “There was not a
single dispensary or anything to do with medicine in the
whole area,” said Hatem, who criss-crossed parts of the
province still under rebel control looking for a good loca-
tion. Slowly, the facility grew into a fully-fledged children’s
hospital complete with nine baby incubators, a malnutri-
tion clinic, a well-equipped lab and emergency services.

‘Something extraordinary’ 
After having to refer many women to another hospital,

they added an obstetrics and gynaecology section too. “The
team is mostly the same as the one in Aleppo but, because
of the bigger workload here and the higher turnout, we had
to increase staff,” said Hatem. As the only specialized facility
for miles, his clinic set amidst tall pine trees receives 8,500
to 9,500 cases a month. “The Hope Hospital really is a point
of hope,” he said. “It allowed the staff from Aleppo to feel
that there is still humanity left in the world,” Hatem said of
the donations that brought the facility to life. But funds have
started to run out and another crowd-funding campaign
failed to meet its target. Now, staff hope to sign a contract
with the UN’s children agency (UNICEF) to help run the
facility for six more months. —AFP

FOGGIA: Smears of blood and oil mark the spot on the road
where a van full of migrant farm laborers slammed into an oncom-
ing truck and somersaulted across the tarmac on Aug 6, killing 12
of the men packed inside. Just 48 hours earlier, a near identical
crash on a neighboring road killed four other African workers as
they too returned home from a grueling day harvesting tomatoes
in this sun-roasted corner of southern Italy.

The twin tragedies - so close together and with such a high
death toll - have brought into focus the dire working and living
conditions imposed on thousands of migrant farmhands whose
cut-price labor allows Italy to be one of the biggest fruit and veg-
etable exporters in Europe. Ludovico Vaccaro, the magistrate
investigating the Aug. 6 deaths,
says rampant exploitation of for-
eign laborers has gone largely
unchecked for years. “They should
rebel, but they are so poor they
have to accept the unacceptable,”
he told Reuters.

The multiple deaths have come
at a time of rising anti-immigration
sentiment in Italy, with the newly
installed government moving to halt
the arrival of migrants to the coun-
try and promising mass deporta-
tions for those already here. Many
of those toiling in the fields of Italy’s Puglia region have been here
for years, no closer to integrating into local society than the day
they arrived by boat from Libya. “I arrived in Italy on Aug. 26,
2013. I haven’t created any problem, I don’t have a criminal record,
I didn’t come here for fun. I just want to work,” said Sutay Darboe,
42, from Senegal.

“Do Italians have any idea how we are treated? Do they even
care?” he said, taking a precious day off work to travel round var-
ious hospital morgues looking for the body of a relative of his who
died in the Aug 6 crash. Darboe, tall and thin, wearing pink-
rimmed glasses, was a distant cousin of Alasanna Darboe, a 28-
year-old Gambian. They had worked together in the fields to make
money to send home. “He was a good man. A pious man. He had a
wife and two children. They don’t know he is dead yet.”

Gangmasters
The other dead came from Nigeria, Mali, Guinea, Ghana and

Morocco. There is no suspicion of foul play in the crash, but
Vaccaro believes the men were victims of the so-called “capo-
ralato” system which exploits farm workers across Italy. Rather
than employing pickers directly and putting them on regular
contracts, farmers turn to caporali, or gangmasters, who gather
the laborers from various camps and ghettos that dot the coun-
tryside and drive them to the fields in overcrowded vans.

These middlemen hand out the wages, keeping a handsome
share for themselves, migrants say. Several workers said that
although they had signed contracts that promised them more

than 5 euros ($5.71) an hour, in the
end they got between 3.0-3.5
euros. “You can earn about 35
euros a day, but you have to pay 5
euros for the transport,” said Njie,
a 23-year-old Gambian who only
gave his surname. “It is donkey
work. White men check the plants
and start yelling if just one tomato
is left unpicked.” Puglia labor
accords stipulate that employers
must pay for transport and say
workers should spend a maximum
39 hours a week in the fields for a

minimum salary of around 50 euros a day.
Migrants say they put in much longer hours than that.

They also have to bring their own food and water and are
allowed only brief breaks even as temperatures soar to 40C
(104 degrees F) on the bleak Puglia plains, which lie far from
the tourist trail. Italy introduced a law in 2016 aimed at elimi-
nating the caporalato phenomenon, but it has had little appar-
ent impact. The prosecutor Vaccaro blamed this failure on a
lack of police, labor inspectors and magistrates to enforce the
law, as well as limited cooperation from the victims them-
selves. “In order not to lose the chance of work, however bad
it may be, the migrants don’t talk,” he said.

Interior Minister Matteo Salvini, who is head of the far-right
League, said mafia groups controlled much of the farm labor

system in the region. Farmers’ associations claim that many
laborers are employed legally, but, in a tacit acknowledgment
that pay is kept to a minimum, they also accuse major retailers
of imposing low prices for their tomatoes and squashing mar-
gins. “Prices of (canned) tomatoes have remained virtually
unchanged since 1985, while the cost of production has risen,”
said Gianni Cantele, head of the farmers’ group Coldiretti in
Puglia. “When you buy a bottle of tomato pulp you pay more
for the bottle than you do for the contents.”

Red gold
Coldiretti says 345,000 foreigners from 157 countries work in

agriculture, helping to harvest every fruit and vegetable grown
here, from oranges to apples, from grapes to olives. But tomato is
the predominant crop and is known locally as “red gold”. The
World Processing Tomato Council says Italy will overtake China
this year to become the world’s second largest producer of
processed tomatoes after the United States. The export of toma-
toes generated 1.6 billion euros in 2017. —Reuters

16 African migrants killed after day in fields

Fatal crashes reveal plight 
of Italy’s African laborers

FOGGIA: Migrant workers take part in a march in Foggia, held in the aftermath of the death of 16 migrant
workers in two road accidents. —AFP

Migrants 
exploited, offered

little chance 
to integrate

AL GHANDURAH: 31-year-old nurse Malakeh Harbaliyya feeds a
child at Hope hospital in the rebel held village of Al-Ghandura,
northeast of Aleppo. —AFP

China tabloid defends 
Xinjiang clampdown
BEIJING: Tough security measures have prevented
the restive Chinese region of Xinjiang from turning
into “China’s Syria”, a state-run newspaper said
yesterday after a UN report raised concerns about
the treatment of the mostly Muslim Uighur minority.
The Global Times defended the crackdown in the
far-west region after the UN Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination was told on
Friday that some three million people are being or
have been held in “counter-extremism” and “re-
education” camps in Xinjiang.

In an editorial, the daily accused the West of trying
to “stir trouble for Xinjiang and destroy the hard-
earned stability in the region”. “The turnaround in
Xinjiang’s security situation has avoided a great tragedy
and saved countless lives,” the newspaper wrote in its
English and Chinese editions. While the tabloid noted
that police posts “can be seen everywhere” in Xinjiang,
it did not mention the camps. The editorial said the
security crackdown has prevented the region from
becoming “China’s Syria” or “China’s Libya”.

The Chinese delegation began responding to the
allegations yesterday at the committee in Geneva.
Chinese authorities have denied the existence of such
camps despite mounting evidence from both official
documents and testimonies from those who have
been held in them. “In the name of combating reli-
gious extremism and maintaining social stability
(China) has changed the Uighur autonomous region
into something that resembles a massive internment
camp that is shrouded in secrecy,” Gay McDougall,
vice-chair of the committee, said on Friday.

She said upwards of one million ethnic Uighurs
and other Turkic Muslim minorities are being held in
counter-extremism centers and another two million
“have been forced” into reeducation camps for
“political and cultural indoctrination”. China has
stepped up a crackdown in Xinjiang against what it
calls Islamic extremism and separatist elements but
many Muslims in the region accuse Beijing of reli-
gious and cultural repression. In a region that shares
borders with Pakistan and Afghanistan, Muslims face
regulations banning beards and veils as well as the
distribution of unauthorized Korans. —AFP


