
100 Afghan 
forces killed 
KABUL: At least 100 Afghan security forces have been killed as troops
backed by US airpower struggled to push the Taleban from embattled
Ghazni city, officials said yesterday, while residents reported food and medi-
cine shortages four days after fighting began. The Afghan government said it
had sent reinforcements to the strategic city, which lies barely two hours
drive from Kabul on the main highway connecting the capital with the coun-
try’s south. US forces in Afghanistan said they had been conducting airstrikes
daily since the fighting began. The assault, which the Taleban launched late
Thursday, comes as the insurgents are under increasing pressure to join
peace talks and highlights the difficulty of repelling their repeated attacks on
urban centers crowded with civilians, with residents among the dead.

“About 100 security forces have lost their lives and between 20 and 30
civilians have been killed,” defense minister Tariq Shah Bahrami told a press
conference in Kabul, offering the first high-level official casualty figure since
the insurgents entered the city. He also said that 194 insurgents had been
killed and 147 wounded. The Taleban swiftly responded, saying the govern-
ment’s claims were “baseless” and that talks were “under way for their sur-
render”. Doctors were struggling to treat dozens of wounded at hospitals in
the eastern provincial capital, where residents said insurgents roamed the
streets.  At a hospital in the city wounded people could be seen groaning in
agony on stretchers, while uncovered wooden coffins filled with bodies were
laid on the floor. A doctor in the hospital’s intensive care unit said they had
received over 80 dead bodies as of Sunday and had treated more than 160
patients, many of whom were had been injured by gunshots or shrapnel.
“There are no police or soldiers to guard the hospital. They bring their
wounded and then leave,” the doctor, Mohammad Arif Omari, said. “The hos-
pital is overwhelmed,” Andrea Catta Preta, a spokeswoman for the
International Red Cross in Kabul, told AFP.

With residents reporting power remained out in the city, she said the Red

Cross was able to reach the hospital yesterday during a brief lull in fighting,
providing nearly 200 litres of fuel for its generator and medical supplies for
over 100 people. “Everybody is requesting assistance, so we have been
doing what we can whenever we have a window of security to do some-
thing,” she added. An AFP reporter in the city said late Sunday that militants
were going door to door and commandeering supplies including water, tea,
and wheelbarrows to move injured fighters.

Ghazni residents who arrived in Kabul after fleeing the violence said that
the dead bodies of militants and soldiers continued to litter the streets, while
government offices have been set ablaze by Taleban fighters and food prices
are rising. “Everyone wanted to find a way to flee the city. Most of the peo-
ple are still hiding in their basements as fighting is going from street to
street,” said Ghazni journalist Fayeza Fayez, who arrived in Kabul late Sunday
after fleeing the city. Communication networks in Ghazni remained mostly
down, and officials have been reticent, making any information difficult to
verify and fuelling rumors of high tolls. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: A white supremacist rally outside the
White House fizzled out Sunday after only a handful of
neo-Nazis showed up and were massively outnumbered
by hundreds of counter-protesters. In an effort to avoid a
repeat of the chaos of a deadly protest in Charlottesville,
Virginia exactly a year ago, Washington police closed
streets and threw a ring of steel across a public park to
make sure the white supremacists and rowdy counter-
protesters did not come into contact. Officers used pep-
per spray toward the end of the demonstrations, targeting
a group of black-clad anti-fascists who scuffled with
police a few blocks from the White House, but the day
appeared to end without major incident.

Early in the afternoon, about 20 white nationalists
trickled in from nearby Vienna, Virginia-under heavy
police escort-at Washington’s Foggy Bottom Metro sta-
tion, as a larger group of at least 300 counter-protesters
awaited them, shouting “Shame!” and “Get out of my
city!” and jeering them loudly. After marching to Lafayette
Square in front of the White House, the small group was
driven in police vans back to a different train station.
“Behold the master race,” one counter-protester mock-
ingly yelled. By the end of the day, only a smaller group of
six individuals remained, ashen-faced as a crowd of about
200 counter-protesters screamed at them, separated by
scores of police officers.

Heavy rain helped bring the so-called United the Right

demonstration to an early end, hours before the scheduled
finish of what had been billed as a “white civil rights rally”
protesting, among other things, the social media shut
down of some voices on the extreme right. At Freedom
Plaza, located on one end of Pennsylvania Avenue that
leads to the US Capitol, a few hundred counter-protesters
of all ages, including children
and retirees, gathered in a
seemingly light-hearted
atmosphere. One group
danced in the street.

“The US is for all of us,
NOT just some of us,” one
sign read, while another said,
“Fighting Nazis: An American
Tradition.” Last year, torch-
bearing white supremacists
marched through
Charlottesville in two days of
chaos that culminated with a
man driving a car into a crowd of counter-protesters,
killing a woman and injuring 19 people. In that case, some
of the white supremacists carried guns, including assault
rifles, but all firearms were barred from Sunday’s rally.
Charlottesville police faced massive criticism for their
response and their failure to keep demonstrators and
counter-protesters apart. Washington police, who had

begun massing near Lafayette Square as early as 8:00 am,
appeared intent on avoiding the same pitfalls.

‘Like Nazi Germany’
Kei Pritsker, 22, a Washington-area volunteer for the

Answer Coalition that organized this year’s counter-protest,
said it was necessary to send a
strong message to neo-Nazi
sympathizers. “It would be a
major mistake if we allowed
fascists to just walk into the
nation’s capital and go in
unopposed,” he said. The
white supremacist movement
is enjoying a greater sense of
empowerment under President
Donald Trump, he added.
“When Trump was elected, a
lot of those people that were
harboring a lot of racist senti-

ments felt like, because they had a president’s backing, they
could just go out and say this stuff,” Pritsker said.

In the immediate aftermath of last year’s march, Trump
drew broad criticism when he appeared initially reluctant
to condemn the extreme right-wingers-many of whom
have rallied behind him since his election. On Saturday,
the president issued a generic condemnation of “all types

of racism and acts of violence” via Twitter. A black man at
the counter-protest who would only give his name as Jim
said America feels more racist under Trump. “It has
emboldened white folks now. If they are walking down the
sidewalk, their position is you better get out of the way,”
he told AFP. “It was subtle, now it’s not subtle, it’s in your
face. It’s like Nazi Germany.” Washington’s population is
about 50 percent black. 

Wearing masks
Rally organizers encouraged supporters to bring only

US or Confederate flags-not neo-Nazi emblems-and cau-
tioned them to avoid reacting angrily to counter-protest-
ers. The few demonstrators who showed up for the most
part wore masks or concealed their faces. Counter-pro-
testers ridiculed the group for not having the courage to
show their faces. Their police escort was such that it was
all but impossible to get close enough to interview any of
them. Trump has retweeted white nationalist material, said
Mexicans crossing the US border are rapists and drug
dealers, and tweeted demeaning descriptions of black ath-
letes and politicians. A black former White House aide,
Omarosa Manigault Newman, wrote in an upcoming mem-
oir that Trump repeatedly uttered a racial slur while mak-
ing his hit reality TV show “The Apprentice” prior to his
presidential run, and that there are tapes to prove it. Trump
called her a “lowlife.” —AFP

Counter-protest drowns out neo-Nazi rally
White supremacist massively outnumbered in Washington

Britain pledges to 
end homelessness 
LONDON: Britain’s government pledged
to end rough sleeping in England by
2027 yesterday, a target activists said
could only be achieved by investing
more in bui lding affordable homes.
Homelessness has more than doubled
since 2010 in England, where more than
4,100 people now sleep rough, govern-
ment figures show. 

Yesterday the government announced
a 100-million-pound ($128 million) pack-
age to tackle rough sleeping, including
funding for housing, mental health treat-
ment and staff training. “Nobody should
have to sleep rough,” Prime Minister
Theresa May said in a statement. “As well
as ensuring people have somewhere to
live, we have to deal with underlying
problems and ultimately help people turn
their lives around.”

The government pledged to spend £50
million on building new homes outside
London for people living in hostels or
refuges and 30 million pounds on mental

health support for rough sleepers. It also
said it would improve access to services
and accommodation and train staff to
help people under the influence of drugs
and victims of domestic abuse and mod-
ern slavery. Britain had previously said it
was investing more than 1.2 billion pounds
to tackle homelessness, and it was not
immediately clear how much of the 100
million pounds pledged yesterday was
new money.

Homeless charit ies welcomed the
plan, but said further “bold” action was
needed, including significantly more
social housing. “Let’s be clear, this is a
step forward and not a total  f ix for
homelessness,” said Polly Neate, head of
Shelter, one of  seven chari t ies  that
advised the government on the strategy.
“We still need to tackle the chronic lack
of genuinely affordable homes, deep
instability of renting, and problems with
housing benefit that are leaving so many
without a home,” she said. An estimated
236,000 people are sleeping on the
streets or in temporary accommodation
in Britain, where homebuilding has been
declining for decades, driving up prop-
erty prices. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: Antifa and counter protesters to a far-right rally argue during the Unite the Right 2 Rally in Washington, DC, on August 12, 2018.  —AFP

GHAZNI: Coffins with corpses are seen on the floor of a mosque inside a
hospital following clashes with Taleban fighters in Ghazni province. —AFP
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