
Monday, August 13, 2018N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from Page 1

A security official, who asked not to be named, said
that “all the terrorists who were killed or arrested were
Jordanians and residents of Salt.”

Jordan’s King Abdullah II said the country would
“strike mercilessly and forcefully” against those who
sought to harm the country. “This cowardly terrorist act,
and any act that targets the security of Jordan, will only
add to our unity, strength and determination to wipe out
terrorism and its criminal gangs,” he told a meeting of
top security officials. The government set up a crisis cell

to follow the developments, the state-run Petra news
agency reported. Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz, who
chaired the meeting, vowed Saturday that Jordan would
“not be complacent in the hunt for terrorists”.

Jordan has played a key role in the US-led coalition
fighting the Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq, using
its air force against the jihadists and allowing coalition
forces to use its bases. The kingdom was hit by a string
of attacks in 2016, including a shooting rampage
claimed by IS that killed 10 people including a
Canadian tourist in Karak, known for its Crusader cas-
tle. The United States “strongly condemned” the
attacks against Jordanian security forces in Al-Fuhais
and in Salt, in a statement released Sunday by its
Amman embassy. “The United States stands in solidari-
ty with Jordan in the face of these terrorist actions and
emphasizes our shared resolve to counter the plague of
terrorism,” it said. — Agencies  
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the sake of relations with terror groups,” he said.
“You dare to sacrifice 81-million Turkey for a priest
who is linked to terror groups?” American pastor
Andrew Brunson has been held since October 2016 on
charges of terror and espionage, and if convicted, could
face a jail term of 35 years. Trump has described his
detention as a “total disgrace” and urged Erdogan to
free him immediately.

A delegation led by Turkish Deputy Foreign Minister
Sedat Onal failed to secure a deal last Wednesday in
talks in Washington on a number of issues including
Brunson. Washington earlier this month already
imposed sanctions on senior Turkish officials over the
Brunson case, angering Erdogan and prompting retalia-
tory measures by Ankara. In Trabzon, Erdogan con-
firmed media reports that Washington gave Onal’s dele-
gation a deadline for the release of Brunson. “They tell
us to release the priest by Wednesday 6:00 pm, other-
wise the sanctions will begin,” said Erdogan, adding

Turkey was not a country to agree to such requests.
Analysts say that while Washington’s sanctions

against Ankara sparked the immediate crisis, Turkey’s
economy has been risking trouble for a while due to
high inflation and the weak lira. The central bank has
over the last weeks defied calls from markets for rate
hikes to combat these problems, raising fears of inter-
ference from Erdogan who has repeatedly called for
low interest rates.

Erdogan had on Saturday described interest rates
as a “tool of exploitation”, in remarks that may not be
warmly welcomed by the markets. And the Brunson
case is just one of many bones of contention between
Turkey and the United States, ranging from Syria to
Ankara’s increasingly cosy relationship with Moscow.
Erdogan also hit back at US authorities for convicting
Mehmet Hakan Atilla, 47, deputy director general of
Turkish lender Halkbank on charges of helping Iran
evade US sanctions on billions of dollars of oil pro-
ceeds. “You arrest my Halkbank general deputy direc-
tor? You impose sanctions on our Halkbank ... and
then you expect different treatment from Turkey?”
said Erdogan, in a second speech in the same city. He
said Turkey’s response was not going to be based on
“reciprocity”, adding: “Those who commit a crime will
pay a price.” — Agencies
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Naipaul’s early works focused on the West Indies,
but came to encompass countries around the world.  He
stirred controversy in the past, describing post-colonial
countries as “half-made societies” and arguing that Islam
both enslaved and attempted to wipe out other cultures.

When he was awarded the 2001 Nobel prize for lit-
erature, the Swedish Academy described him as a “lit-
erary circumnavigator, only ever really at home in him-
self, in his inimitable voice”. It said he was “the annalist
of the destinies of empires in the moral sense: what
they do to human beings”. “His authority as a narrator
is grounded in his memory of what others have forgot-
ten, the history of the vanquished,” it said.

Naipaul, who was knighted in 1990, mixed fiction,
non-fiction and autobiography without distinction. One
of his seminal novels was the “A House for Mr Biswas”
(1961), which looked at the almost impossible task for
Indian immigrants in the Caribbean of trying to inte-
grate into society while keeping hold of their roots.
Overall he wrote more than 30 books, and was one of
the first winners of the Booker Prize, now Britain’s lead-
ing literary award, in 1971 for “In A Free State”.

During his early career Naipaul was dogged by
money worries and loneliness. He met his first wife, Pat,

at Oxford, who became his constant literary support.
She died in 1996, and he later revealed that he felt he
hastened her death by publicly admitting, while she
fought cancer, that he had frequented prostitutes. The
admission “consumed her. I think she had all the relaps-
es and everything after that... It could be said that I had
killed her,” Naipaul said in a tell-all biography by
British author Patrick French, “The World Is What It Is:
The Authorized Biography Of V.S. Naipaul”.

He had a quarter-century, sometimes violent, affair
with an Argentinian, and he married Pakistani journalist
Nadira Alvi the same year Pat died. He was famously
outspoken and had a reputation for cutting people out
of his life, and once retorted: “My life is short. I can’t
listen to banalities.” The objects of Naipaul’s ire ranged
from corruption in Indian politics to the West’s cynical
treatment of its former colonies to the cult of personali-
ty in “The Return of Eva Peron”.

He likened former British prime minister Tony Blair
to a pirate at the head of a socialist revolution, and
was also disparaging about “sentimental” female nov-
elists. “Women writers are different, they are quite
different. I read a piece of writing and within a para-
graph or two I know whether it is by a woman or not. I
think (it is) unequal to me,” he told the London
Evening Standard newspaper in 2011. He said this was
due to women’s “sentimentality, the narrow view of the
world”. Naipaul also fell out with US travel writer Paul
Theroux, who later wrote a bitter, no-holds-barred
memoir of their long association. They later resolved
their differences. — AFP 
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Russian leader Vladimir Putin, whose country was seen
as driving the deal, said the convention had “epoch-making
significance” and called for more military cooperation
between the countries on the Caspian. Nazarbayev said the
convention allows for the construction of underwater oil
and gas pipelines as well as setting national quotas for fish-
ing and forbids any foreign military presence. 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani was quick to hail the
clause that prevents non-Caspian countries from deploying
military forces. “The Caspian Sea only belongs to the
Caspian states,” he said. Putin also praised this clause, say-
ing it would help “ensure the peaceful status of the Caspian
Sea”. The deal provides a means of delimiting national
boundaries in the sea whose underground energy
resources are estimated at 50 billion barrels of oil and just
under 300 trillion cu ft (8.4 trillion cu m) of natural gas. But
Rouhani stressed several times during the summit that
these boundaries still need to be worked out between the
countries. Iran, which ended up with the smallest share of
the sea under the terms of the convention, is viewed as a
potential loser in the deal. 

Yesterday’s summit was the fifth of its kind since 2002
but there have been more than 50 lower-level meetings
since the Soviet breakup spawned four new countries on
the shores of the Caspian. The deal goes some way to set-

tling a long-lasting dispute on whether the Caspian is a sea
or a lake - which means it falls under different international
laws. While the convention refers to the Caspian as a sea,
provisions in the agreement give it “a special legal status”,
Russian deputy foreign minister Grigory Karasin told
Kommersant daily earlier this week. The agreement also
offers hope for the Caspian’s ecological diversity and its
depleted stocks of the beluga sturgeon, whose eggs are
prized globally as caviar.

While it remains to be seen how the deal will be imple-
mented, the summit in Aktau was another opportunity for
Moscow to present itself as a diplomatic deal-maker. After
years of unsuccessful negotiations on the Caspian the
Kremlin “gains political kudos for breaking a log-jam,” said
John Roberts, a non-resident senior fellow at Atlantic
Council’s Eurasia Center.

Turkmen leader Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov greeted
the deal enthusiastically as his country wants to send gas to
markets in Europe via a long-planned Trans-Caspian
underwater pipeline. The project is billed as allowing
European countries to ease their dependence on gas from
Russia at a time of heightened geopolitical confrontation.
Nevertheless, Iran and Russia could still challenge the
pipeline on ecological grounds. They have previously
blocked the project, which could cost up to $5 billion to
build and would have a projected capacity of 30 billion cu
m per year.

Kate Mallinson, Associate Fellow for the Russia and
Eurasia Program at Chatham House, urged caution over the
prospects for the pipeline, saying the Aktau deal “is not a
legal prerequisite for the construction”. “Neither will a
major transport corridor to export Turkmen gas to Europe
emerge overnight.” — AFP  
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visit to a star,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, associate
administrator of NASA’s Science Mission Directorate.
“We’ve accomplished something that decades ago,
lived solely in the realm of science fiction,” he added,
describing the probe as one of NASA’s “strategically
important” missions.

NASA has billed the mission as the first spacecraft
to “touch the Sun”. In reality, it should come within 6.16
million km of the Sun’s surface, close enough to study
the curious phenomenon of the solar wind and the
Sun’s atmosphere, known as the corona, which is 300
times hotter than its surface. Scientists hope this close
encounter will give them a better understanding of
solar wind and geomagnetic storms that risk wreaking
chaos on Earth by knocking out the power grid. These
poorly understood solar outbursts could potentially
wipe out power to millions of people.

A worst-case scenario would cost up to two trillion
dollars in the first year alone and take a decade for full
recovery, experts say. “The Parker Solar Probe will help
us do a much better job of predicting when a distur-
bance in the solar wind could hit Earth,” said Justin
Kasper, a project scientist and professor at the
University of Michigan. Knowing more about the solar

wind and space storms will also help protect future
deep space explorers as they journey toward the Moon
or Mars.

A highly advanced heat shield just 11.5 cm thick was
devised to keep the probe from melting. The sunlight is
expected to heat the shield to just around 1,370
degrees Celsius. Yet the inside of the spacecraft will
stay at just 30 degrees Celcius. The probe is set to
make 24 passes through the corona, collecting data.
“The sun is full of mysteries,” said Nicky Fox, project
scientist at the Johns Hopkins University Applied
Physics Lab. “We are ready. We have the perfect pay-
load. We know the questions we want to answer.”

The spacecraft is the only NASA probe in history to
be named after a living person - 91-year-old solar
physicist Eugene Parker, who first described the solar
wind in 1958. Parker watched the launch at Cape
Canaveral, and said it was his first time seeing a rocket
blast off in person. “All I have to say is wow, here we go.
We are in for some learning over the next several
years,” Parker told NASA television.

Scientists have wanted to build a spacecraft like this
for more than 60 years, but only recently did the heat
shield technology capable of protecting sensitive
instruments become available. Tools on board will
measure high-energy particles associated with flares
and coronal mass ejections, as well as the changing
magnetic field around the Sun. The first launch attempt
on Saturday was postponed at the last minute due to
technical problem related to a helium gas sensor on the
rocket. But yesterday’s bid “went off like clockwork”,
said NASA launch manager Omar Baez. — AFP 
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SARMADA, Syria: An explosion at a weapons depot that
toppled buildings in a rebel-held town of northwest Syria
killed at least 39 civilians including a dozen children yes-
terday, a monitor said. An AFP correspondent at the site in
Sarmada in Idlib province near the Turkish border said the
explosion of unknown origin caused the collapse of two
buildings. Rescue workers used bulldozers to remove rub-
ble and extract trapped people from the flattened build-
ings, the correspondent said. A civil defense source told
AFP that rescue workers had pulled out “five people who
were still alive”.

But the death toll rose as more bodies were retrieved
from the rubble, according to Rami Abdel Rahman, head of
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring
group. Three Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) members were
also killed, apart from the 39 civilians, he said. “The explo-
sion occurred in a weapons depot in a residential building
in Sarmada,” said the head of the Britain-based monitor,
which relies on a network of sources inside Syria.

But the cause of the blast was “not yet clear”, Abdel
Rahman added. He said most of those killed were family
members of fighters from HTS, an alliance led by jihadists
from Syria’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate, who had been dis-
placed to the area from the central province of Homs. A
rescue worker carried the motionless body of a small child

from the wreckage to an ambulance, the AFP correspon-
dent said. White Helmet rescue workers attempted to lift
part of a floor of one of the buildings with a tall crane, as
three young boys watched on in silence, perched on a
rock. Behind mounds of rubble, the facade of a building
was scorched black, due to a fire after the blast.

Most of Idlib is controlled by rebels and HTS, but the
Islamic State group also has sleeper cells in the area. The
regime holds a small slither of southeastern Idlib. In recent
months, a series of explosions and assassinations - mainly
targeting rebel officials and fighters - have rocked the
province. While some attacks have been claimed by IS,
most are the result of infighting since last year between
other groups. Regime forces have since last week ramped
up their deadly bombardment of southern Idlib and sent
reinforcements to nearby areas they control.

On Friday, 12 civilians, three of them children, were
killed in regime bombardment of the towns of Khan
Sheikhun and Al-Tah. President Bashar Al-Assad has
warned that government forces intend to retake Idlib,
after his Russia-backed regime regained control of
swathes of rebel-held territory in other parts of Syria.
On Thursday, government helicopters dropped leaflets
over towns in Idlib’s eastern countryside urging people
to surrender. — AFP 
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Destroyed buildings are seen yesterday following an explosion at an arms depot in a residential area in Syria’s northern Idlib province city of Sarmada. — AFP 


