
Sport
Yankees’ Tanaka has an off night 
as Rangers Guzman hits 3 home runs

Rafael Nadal stays on track 
in Toronto with win over Cilic

England lead by 250 
runs at third day2725 26

Established 1961 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 2018

Chelsea, Spurs off to winning starts

LONDON: Chelsea manager Maurizio Sarri got off to a
winning Premier League start as new signing Jorginho
slotted home coolly from the penalty spot in a 3-0 win
at Huddersfield yesterday. Tottenham also made light of
discontent over their lack of summer transfer activity
by resisting a late Newcastle onslaught to win 2-1 at St.
James’s Park thanks to goals from Jan Vertonghen and
Dele Alli.

Watford, Bournemouth and Crystal Palace also
picked up 2-0 wins on the opening weekend of the sea-
son. Chelsea have endured a turbulent pre-season with
Sarri sworn in to replace fellow Italian Antonio Conte
less than a month before the campaign got underway.

The Londoners also smashed their transfer record
and set a new world record fee for a goalkeeper in
splashing 80 million euros (£72 million, $92 million) on
Kepa Arrizbalaga this week after Thibaut Courtois
departed for Real Madrid.

But the young Basque ‘keeper was rarely troubled in

recording a clean sheet as the visitors’ greater quality
told at the John Smith’s Stadium after a slow start.
Crucially Chelsea have held onto Eden Hazard, but
while the Belgian was only deemed fit enough for a
place on the bench following his World Cup exertions,
N’Golo Kante was thrown straight into the side after
starring in Russia for world champions France.

Kante has been deployed in a more advanced role
due to Jorginho’s arrival and was on the end of Willian’s
cross to open the scoring 11 minutes before half-time.
Moments later Marcos Alonso was upended inside the
area and Jorginho cheekily slotted home after a hop in
his run up wrong-footed Ben Hamer.

Hazard was introduced for the final 15 minutes and
looked keen to make up for lost time as he teed up
Pedro Rodriguez to round off the scoring.

POCHETTINO PLEADS FOR UNITY 
Tottenham have had a much quieter summer after

becoming the first Premier League side since the trans-
fer window was introduced in 2003 to not make a sin-
gle signing. Supporters’ groups have demanded
answers from chairman Daniel Levy after paying
increased season ticket prices for a first season in the
club’s new stadium.

But manager Mauricio Pochettino has insisted his
happy just to have retained a host of players who
excelled at the World Cup and it was two of them who
handed Spurs all three points at Newcastle.

Vertonghen and Alli struck either side of Joselu’s
equaliser for the Magpies with all three goals coming in
the first 18 minutes. “It is important to be strong from
the beginning and have belief and convey a positive
message,” Pochettino said.

“It is important the fans know the players need their
help.” Harry Kane was one of Tottenham’s many World
Cup stars to start despite having just a few days’ pre-
season training in their legs. The Golden Boot winner

was unable to break his hex of failing to score in
August and, like the rest of his side looked far from his
best, but Pochettino was impressed by his side’s com-
mitment and energy levels.

“I am so proud of the performance in the circum-
stances,” added Pochettino. “We can do better, of
course, and be more consistent but it was a massive
challenge to connect everything and prepare in the few
days we had.”

Promoted Fulham earned rave reviews for their sum-
mer business, outspending Manchester United and
Manchester City, in signing 12 new players. But there
was no instant return on that investment as Jeffrey
Schlupp and Wilfried Zaha scored either side of half-
time to give Palace a 2-0 win at Craven Cottage.

Roberto Pereyra scored twice as Watford were too
good for Brighton. Bournemouth were also comfortable
victors over promoted Cardiff thanks to goals from
Ryan Fraser and Callum Wilson. — AFP

Pochettino salutes Spurs’ returning World Cup stars

TOKYO: Katie Ledecky claimed her sec-
ond gold of the 2018 Pan Pacific Swimming
Championships in the women’s 400 metres
freestyle yesterday while Rikako Ikee
cemented her place as the rising star of
Japanese swimming.

American Ledecky dominated the 400
metres to win in a time of 3:58:50, the sixth
fastest swim in history, and provide the per-
fect response to her disappointing bronze
in the 200 metres.

The five-times Olympic gold medallist
was never threatened by 17-year-old
Australian Ariarne Titmuss, who went under
four minutes for the first time to claim silver.
American Leah Grace was third in a repeat
of the podium from Thursday’s 800 metres.
“It is exciting for me to see that (Titmuss
going under four minutes),” said Ledecky,
who won five golds at the 2014 Pan Pacs
aged just 17.

“I was the only one to go under four
minutes in a textile suit for a few years now
and so it is exciting for me to see how I put
the standard out there and there are a lot of
girls chasing that.”

In 18-year-old Ikee, Japan may have
found their swimming talisman for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics following her domi-
nation of the women’s 100 metres butterfly.
After claiming two silver medals on the first
two days of competition, Ikee went one
step further as she broke the championship
record she set in the morning’s heats to win
gold in 56:08 seconds.

American Kelsi Dahlia and Australia’s
Emma McKeon took silver and bronze, but
the race was all about Ikee as the teenager
thrilled an expectant home crowd with a
stunning performance that threatened
Sarah Sjoestoem’s world record of 55:48
seconds.

“My speed is improving because I am
gaining more strength and power,” said
Ikee, who added that she was aiming to go
under 56 seconds soon. “It was so impor-
tant to win this global competition. I always
want to improve my personal best but this
time it was special because I won a gold.”

Compatriot Yui Ohashi also set a cham-
pionship record as she secured Japan’s sec-

ond gold of the night in the women’s 200
metres individual medley. Ohashi, the world
silver medallist, came into the race as
favourite and won in 2:08:16 to break the
meet record set by compatriot Miho
Teramura in the heats.

Teramura came third in the final with
Canada’s Sydney Pickrem taking silver.
Four-times Olympic medallist Kosuke
Hagino couldn’t follow suit in the men’s
event as American Chase Kalisz’s superior
breaststroke proved crucial.

Mitchell Larkin of Australia surged in the
final stretch to out-touch Hagino and claim
silver with the Japanese in third. There was
further success for the United States in the
men’s 100 metres butterfly, with Calaeb
Dressel setting a championship record of
50:75, bettering Michael Phelps’s time set
in 2010, to claim gold. The seven-times
world champion powered to victory to
secure his first Pan Pacs gold medal, beating
compatriot John Conger into second. There
was an Australia one-two in the men’s 400
freestyle, as Jack McLoughlin led from
halfway and held off a late challenge from
compatriot Mack Horton to take gold.

Australia also won the women’s 4x100
metres freestyle relay, anchored by a strong
swim from Cate Campbell, to better their

own championship record 3:31:58 set four
years ago on the Gold Coast. The U.S.
thought they had won the final event of the
day, the men’s 4x100 metres freestyle, but
were disqualified for swimming out of

order. The US team set a new championship
record time but were disqualified to hand
Brazil their first gold of the meet. Australia
were bumped up to second and the
Japanese quartet took bronze. —Reuters

Ledecky returns to
form, Ikee shines
for hosts Japan

HUDDERSFIELD: Chelsea’s Spanish defender Marcos Alonso (C) vies with Huddersfield Town’s Beninese striker Steve Mounie (R) during the English Premier League football match between Huddersfield Town and Chelsea at
the John Smith’s stadium in Huddersfield, northern England yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: (From L) Silver medallist US swimmer Kelsi Dahlia, gold medallist Japan’s
swimmer Rikako Ikee and bronze medallist Australia’s swimmer Emma McKeon
pose on the podium of the 100m butterfly women final of the Pan Pacific Swimming
Championships 2018 in Tokyo, yesterday. — AFP


