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Rafael Nadal stays on track 
in Toronto with win over Cilic

TORONTO: Rafael Nadal recovered from a slow start,
overcoming Marin Cilic 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 as the Spaniard’s
chase for a long-sought ATP Masters title on hardcourt
heated up on Friday. The world number one reached the
semi-finals in Toronto and will next face Russian Karen
Khachanov, who beat Robin Haase 6-3, 6-1.

Nadal last won a title at this level on cement in 2013.
“It was a very important match for me,” Nadal said.
“Being in semi-finals is great news at the start of the
hard court season. “And winning three good matches in
the first Master 1000, it’s so important for me.

“He played unstoppable in the first set. I resisted, I
played with the right tactic. I tried to find my solutions
- but it was so difficult.” Stefanos Tsitsipas saved two
match points to beat defending champion Alexander
Zverev in their quarter-final contest 3-6, 7-6 (13/11), 6-
4. The Greek teenager, who turns 20 on Sunday’s final
day, defeated his third straight top 10 opponent at the
tournament after knocking out Dominic Thiem in the
second round and 13-time major winner Novak
Djokovic in the third. Tsitsipas is the youngest player to
post three top 10 wins at a single tournament since the
19-year-old Nadal at Monte Carlo in 2006. Tsitsipas
will next face Wimbledon runner-up Kevin Anderson,
who beat Grigor Dimitrov 6-2, 6-2. 

“I’m confused now, is this real?” 27th-ranked
Tsitsipas said after completing his prestige hat-trick of
upsets. Nadal got caught on the back foot in the first
set against Cilic, who took the opener on his fourth
chance. Nadal struck back in the second with a con-
cluding break to square the match before taking victo-
ry with a break in the final game on his third match

point after more than two hours.
Tsitsipas rallied from a set and 5-2 down to turn the

tables on Zverev, who had been bidding for a fourth
Masters 1000 title. Tsitsipas broke in the ninth game of
the second on the way into a tiebreaker, where he
calmly converted on his fifth set point after saving two
match points for the second-seeded Zverev.

Tsitsipas then salvaged four break points for 2-1 in
the third, he traded breaks with the German and saved
another trio of break points for a 5-4 lead. He complet-
ed the victory after nearly two and a half hours on
Zverev’s sixth double-fault.

“This shows that with dedication and work, dreams
do come true,” Tsitsipas said. “I can see that it’s real-it’s
happening. “I don’t know what happened (in the second
set), I just broke him (for 4-5). All along I could feel the
crowd support, I knew I was still in the match.”

CANADIAN REMATCH 
Anderson’s sweep past reigning ATP World Tour

Finals champion Dimitrov was a rematch of their 2014
quarter-final duel in Canada when Dimitrov claimed
one of his six wins against the South African. “It defi-
nitely was a great match today. I felt I played really well
right from the beginning,” Anderson said.

“Right from the first point till the last, I felt I was in a
really good frame of mind, playing the kind of tennis
that I knew I wanted to be playing and needed to be
playing.” “Getting off the court pretty comfortably defi-
nitely is a really good feeling.” The big South African
rolled into the semis in just 66 minutes, breaking four
times while managing only a modest 11 aces.  — AFP

Tsitsipas stuns Zverev to reach Toronto semi-finals

MONTREAL: World number one Simona Halep
punched her ticket to the semi-finals of the WTA
Canada tournament for the fourth straight year,
cruising past France’s Caroline Garcia 7-5, 6-1 on
Friday. The 26-year-old Halep battled through a
difficult first set, then easily won the second in a
rematch of last year’s quarter-final contest with
Garcia which was also won by the Romanian.

“The first set was really tough,” Halep said. “I
just didn’t give up at all in the first set. After I took
it, I felt more confident. “I felt that I’m moving bet-
ter, I’m playing better, stronger. [Garcia] went a
little bit down with energy after she lost that set.”

The top-seeded Halep hammered 19 winners
and won 77 percent of points on her first serve in
the 88-minute contest. Garcia started quickly but
could not keep her unforced errors in check, fin-
ishing with a total of 31. She earned her only
career win over Halep in five previous meetings in
the 2017 WTA Beijing final.

Halep moves on to the final four where she will
face Aussie Ashleigh Barty, who ousted giantkiller
Kiki Bertens of the Netherlands in straight sets 6-
3, 6-1. Halep, the 2016 tournament champion, was
playing her third match in the past two days after
earning two wins on Thursday over Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova and 38-year-old Venus Williams.

After the match Halep slammed the WTA about
her scheduling, saying she regularly has less time
to recover from matches than her opponents. “I
am very upset about it,” said Halep, who is first up
on the Montreal courts on Saturday. “I talked to
my team about this and all of them are upset... I
never complained about the schedule, but today
was enough.”

On Friday, Halep broke Garcia in the fifth game
of the second set for a 4-1 lead and had no trouble
icing the win from there. World number 16 Barty
reached the semi-finals by reeling off nine of the
last 10 games against Bertens.

“I never played against [Barty], so I don’t really
know what to expect,” said Halep. “But I know
she’s very talented. I just have to talk to my coach
tomorrow before the match, trying to stay
stronger on my legs, and trying to be with the
energy at the highest level.”

Barty was the more composed player in diffi-
cult, windy conditions as Bertens, who had seen
off ninth seed Karolina Pliskova and eighth-seed-
ed Petra Kvitova in her previous two matches, was
undone by 31 unforced errors in the 55-minute
quarter-final.

Barty has reached the semi-finals on her
Montreal debut having made the last 16 when the
event was held in Toronto last year. “It was really
tricky conditions and we were both struggling a
little,” Barty said.

“I’m very happy to come through and get a lit-
tle bit better during the match.” US Open champi-
on Sloane Stephens was just as ruthless as Barty
in her quarter-final as the third-seeded American
made the semi-finals for the second straight year,
seeing off Anastasija Sevastova of Latvia 6-2, 6-2.

“I’ve been playing well and it’s a good start
here to the US Open Series. I’m happy to be
back in North America and playing on hard
courts, and I’m hoping for some more good
results,” said Stephens. Stephens will  face
defending champion Elina Svitolina, who came
back from an 0-4 deficit in the first set to elimi-
nate Elise Mertens 7-5, 6-3. —AFP

Halep topples Garcia 
in straight sets to 
reach Montreal semis

TORONTO:  Rafael Nadal of Spain plays a shot against Marin Cilic of Croatia during a quarter final match on
Day 5 of the Rogers Cup at Aviva Centre on August 10, 2018 in Toronto, Canada. — AFP

BERLIN: Spain celebrated a double triumph as Alvaro
Martin and Maria Perez struck gold in the 20km walk
races at the European Championships yesterday. The
pair won their titles after a trying morning for organisers
when investigation of a suspected gas leak forced them
to delay the start of the women’s race on the city centre
course by nearly two hours.

They then had to face the logistical headache of stag-
ing both races at the same time on a tight circuit but the
congested joint race passed off without problem as a
large, enthusiastic crowd cheered the Spanish success.
Martin, a 24-year-old from Llerena, enjoyed the first
major title of his career, making his move to victory on
the penultimate of the 20 one-kilometre loops and
ensuring a Spanish one-two with Diego Garcia Carrera
finishing runner-up. Martin clocked a season’s best one

hour 20 minutes 42 seconds, six seconds clear of Garcia
Carrera, while Vasiliy Mizinov won the bronze two sec-
onds further back. In the continued absence of a Russian
team because of the IAAF-imposed doping ban on the
national federation, Mizinov was one of the Russians
cleared by their doping review board to compete as an
Authorised Neutral Athlete.

Like Martin, who took off his cap and waved to the
crowd before the end, the diminutive 22-year-old Perez
won with enough to spare to ensure the last of her 20
circuits was effectively a lap of honour.

Yet her victory was even more emphatic as she won
the women’s race by nearly half a minute in a champi-
onship best 1:26:36. Perez, a silver medallist in the
European Under-23 championships only last year, grad-
uated to her first senior international title after hauling
back a break from Czech Anezka Drahotova.

She then forged away herself mid-race with
Drahotova taking the silver in 1:27:03, while Antonella
Palmisano, of Italy, won the bronze in 1:27:30.

Before the start there had been confusion for the
athletes before organisers explained that the fire
brigade had been called in to check the smell of gas in
the vicinity of the course as a matter of standard safe-
ty procedure. — Reuters

Spain’s Martin and 
Perez win walks 
after delayed start

BERLIN: Spain’s Maria Perez celebrates as she crosses the finish line to win the women’s 20km walk final
race during the European Athletics Championships in Berlin yesterday. — AFP

BERLIN: Germany’s Tour de de France champion Jan
Ullrich was admitted to a psychiatric hospital on Friday
after his brief detention for allegedly assaulting a pros-
titute. The 44-year-old former cycling star was earlier
Friday released on bail pending an investigation for
possible attempted manslaughter. But once free, Ullrich
suffered a panic attack, reported the DPA news agency.

“Jan Ullrich was admitted to a psychiatric hospital
on Friday night where his state of health is being
assessed by specialists,” a Frankfurt police spokesper-
son told AFP yesterday.

“Due to his mental and physical state there was no
other choice” but to transport him to a psychiatric unit
by ambulance, the spokesperson said. 

Friday’s incidents arose after the 1997 Tour de
France champion had called on the services of a prosti-
tute at the five-star Villa Kennedy Hotel in Frankfurt,
Bild daily reported. But he then “attacked the 31-year-
old escort lady in one of the hotel rooms after a dis-
pute,” prosecutors and police said in a joint statement.

He put up a struggle as officers arrived to detain him,
they said, noting that “the accused was likely under the
influence of alcohol and drugs”. 

“The accused is under investigation for attempted
manslaughter and grievous bodily harm. Investigations
are not over,” they said, adding that the woman has giv-
en “extensive details on the attacks” while Ullrich has
exerted his right to remain silent. 

Ullrich’s run-in with the law came just a week after
his 24-hour detention in Spain, where he had sought to
force his way into the Mallorca home of his neighbour,
German actor Til Schweiger, and threatened him.

Ullrich’s latest woes came just hours after he arrived
back in Germany to seek therapy for his drink and drug
habit following last week’s scandal in Mallorca.

The former cyclist’s dramatic fall from grace came
two decades after he became the only German to have
won the Tour de France, in 1997. Born in former com-
munist East Germany, Ullrich racked up his triumphs
after reunification, turning him into a national hero.

He later also won Olympic gold in Sydney in 2000,
but failed to replicate his victory at the gruelling French
race, finishing for several years behind US cyclist Lance
Armstrong. Like Armstrong, who was subsequently
stripped of all his seven Tour de France wins over dop-
ing, Ullrich was embroiled in allegations that he used
performance boosting substances.

The German was excluded from the 2006 Tour de
France over his links to the Operation Puerto scandal

that centred on disgraced doctor Eufemiano Fuentes,
who gave performance-enhancing blood transfusions
to top cyclists. After retiring from cycling in 2007,
Ullrich finally came clean in 2013 about his doping past.
Since then, he has been struggling with drinking prob-
lems. In 2014, he injured two people in a car crash in
Switzerland, and was charged with drink driving. He
was convicted three years later over the case by a
Swiss court. Sentenced to 21 months in prison, Ullrich
was able to convert that into a suspended sentence of
four years plus a fine of 10,000 euros ($11,460).

His addiction led to his separation from his wife Sara
at the end of 2017, media reported, noting that she has
since moved with their three sons to the Allgaeu region
of southern Germany. Ullrich has a 15-year-old daugh-
ter from a previous relationship, with Gaby Weiss.

Going into rehab had been a condition for him to be
able to see his children again, Ullrich had said. Amid his
latest woes, his former rival turned friend Armstrong
offered his support earlier this week, according to Bild.

Ullrich’s lawyer Wolfgang Hoppe told the newspaper
that Armstrong said he was “ready to immediately get
into a plane with his doctor and come to Europe” to
help the German.

Armstrong “said that the cycling community must
hold together. But that what’s most important is that Jan
first allows himself to be helped,” said Hoppe, recount-
ing a telephone conversation with the disgraced US
cyclist. — AFP
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NAIROBI: Kenya ran in eleven tries to crush
Tunisia 67-0 in their penultimate game of the 2019
World Cup qualifying tournament yesterday.

Debutant Willy Ambaka made a perfect transi-
tion from sevens to the traditional form of the
game when he put Kenya ahead with the first try
after only four minutes of play.

The winger picked up a loose ball in the middle
of the Tunisian defence to open the scoring for the
Simbas, who are set play Namibia in the tourna-
ment decider in Windhoek next week.

After a scrappy opening 20 minutes, punctuat-
ed by handling errors and poor passes, Kenya out-
classed an injury-weakened Tunisian side, which is
taking part in the tournament for the first time.

Tries from skipper Davis Chenge, Andrew
Chogo, Jacob Ojee, Elkean Musonye and Darwin
Mukidza and five conversions from the golden
boot of Mukidza combined to give the home side a
commanding 40-0 half-time lead.

Martin Owilah scored the seventh try straight
from the kick-off to stretch the Kenyan lead,
before the home side were reduced to 14 men
after Hillary Mwanjilwa was yellow-carded.

Tunisia also had two players sent to the sin bin
and could not resist the Kenyan pressure. Owilah,
who earned the man-of-the match accolade for his
performance, and Ambaka both added tries to
complete the rout.

Kenya picked up the maximum five points to
stay second in the final African qualifying group
on 17 point, three behind Namibia. The winner
gains an automatic place in the tournament in
Japan, the second-place team plays a repechage
Kenyan coach Ian Snook said he planned to make
a few changes to the team for the final match in
Wndhoek.

“The result against Tunisia was good. But we
need a lot of things to be fixed before we play
Namibia. Tactically there be changes to the team,”
said Snook. — AFP
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