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“Before it is too late, Washington must give up the
misguided notion that our relationship can be asym-
metrical and come to terms with the fact that Turkey
has alternatives. Failure to reverse this trend of unilater-
alism and disrespect will require us to start looking for
new friends and allies,” Erdogan added. In Rize,
Erdogan said the US would pay a price by challenging
Turkey for the sake of “petty calculations”, denouncing
Washington for declaring “economic war on the entire
world” and holding countries “for ransom through
sanction threats”.

Writing on Twitter, Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif also accused Washington of an
“addiction to sanctions and bullying”. Trump’s “jubila-
tion in inflicting economic hardship on its NATO ally
Turkey is shameful,” he wrote. “The US has to rehabili-
tate its addiction to sanctions (and) bullying or the
entire world will unite - beyond verbal condemnations -
to force it to,” he warned. 

Iran has also suffered a major tumbling of its curren-
cy this year partly over the reimposition of US sanc-

tions after Trump abandoned the 2015 nuclear deal.
Erdogan had on Friday held a phone call with Russian
President Vladimir Putin to discuss economic and trade
issues as well as the Syria crisis. The latest escalation
between Ankara and Washington was denounced by
the Turkish press, with pro-government daily Sabah
saying “the currency attack” was no different from the
attempted coup of July 2016. 

Although the pastor’s arrest has soured already-frag-
ile ties with Washington, Erdogan said there would be
no letup in Brunson’s case, vowing: “We have not made
concessions on justice so far, and we will never make
any.” Erdogan also appeared to allude to a ‘deadline’ for
handing over Brunson, although he did not name the
United States as having set any such deadline or say
precisely when it might have expired. “(They are)
threatening, saying you will send (him) until 6 pm ... This
is not some random country. This is Turkey,” he said.

In a separate opinion piece in the pro-government
newspaper Daily Sabah, Erdogan’s spokesman Ibrahim
Kalin said Turkey’s efforts to solve the crisis with diplo-
matic methods have been dismissed by the Trump
administration, warning that Washington might com-
pletely lose Ankara as an ally. “The US runs the risk of
losing Turkey as a whole. The entire Turkish public is
against US policies that disregard Turkey’s legitimate
security demands. Threats, sanctions and bullying
against Turkey will not work,” he said. — Agencies 

Erdogan vows to
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the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the Jordanian king.
A source at the Kuwaiti foreign ministry said Kuwait
vehemently condemns the blast targeting the Jordanian
joint forces. Kuwait stands side by side with Jordan and
even backs all measures it is taking in order to maintain

and safeguard its security and stability, the source said in
a press statement yesterday. The source reaffirmed the
country’s principled and unwavering stance that decries
all manifestations of violence and terrorism, while offering
sincere condolences to the victims’ families and wishing a
swift recovery of those wounded in the attack. 

Jordan has played a key role in the US-led coalition
fighting IS in neighboring Syria and Iraq, using its air
force and allowing coalition forces to use its bases.
The kingdom was hit by a string of attacks in 2016,
including a suicide bombing in June that killed seven
guards near the border with Syria that was claimed by
IS. Months later in December a shooting rampage,
also claimed by IS, killed 10 people including a
Canadian tourist. — Agencies 
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food to those in Weizhou, locals said. Hundreds of
security forces had at one point been brought in on
civilian buses to secure a perimeter around the area, not
allowing outsiders in. Internet and 4G cellphone service
had been cut off to the area, resuming only some 14 km
away from Weizhou - though residents could still make
phone calls. 

Yesterday evening, a few dozen people sat on folded
stools or leaned against their motorbikes in another
neighborhood away from the mosque, watching a movie
projected onto a cement wall near a petrol station.
Police cars occasionally drove past, lights flashing, but it
was otherwise peaceful. “They told us the Internet was
down because of recent rains, but does that really make
sense?” said a young man straddling his bike. “They’re
afraid of us spreading videos,” he aid.

The mosque was rebuilt over the past two years,
according to government documents, but the licensing
process was not carefully managed and several officials
received a “serious warning” from a local disciplinary
committee. In the process, the facade was changed
from its previous Chinese style - featuring sweeping
tiled roofs similar to a Buddhist temple - to what is
often described in China as an “Arab” design, with
domes and crescents.

Concerns have been growing in Weizhou since the
circulation of a government order last week demanding

the mosque’s demolition on the grounds that it had been
rebuilt without the proper permits. The document said
that if the building was not demolished by Friday, Aug
10, the government would tear it down, locals said.
Residents were frustrated because officials had shown
support for the construction until now. Calls to the local
county government and the regional Islamic association
yesterday went unanswered. The words “Weizhou
mosque” appeared to be censored on China’s Twitter-
like Weibo platform when AFP tried to search for them.

Islam is one of five officially recognized religions in
China, home to some 23 million Muslims. Pressure has
been building on the community in recent months as the
Communist party moves to tighten the reins on religious
expression. China’s top leaders recently called for the
“Sinicization” of religious practice - bringing it in line
with “traditional” Chinese values and culture - and new
regulations on religious affairs came into effect in
February, sparking concern among rights groups.

The measures increased state supervision of religion
in a bid to “block extremism”, and in areas with signifi-
cant Muslim populations, authorities have removed
Islamic symbols, such as crescents, from public spaces.
In the far western region of Xinjiang, things have gone
much farther, with Muslims being harshly punished for
violating regulations banning beards and burqas, and
even for the possession of unauthorized Qurans.

Concerns about the mosque standoff in Weizhou
appeared to be spreading yesterday, as Muslims in oth-
er regions expressed solidarity with the protesters. “We
are quietly waiting to see that the problem is satisfacto-
rily resolved,” said one open letter posted on Weibo by
a mosque in Shanxi province. If it is not, “we reserve the
legal right to go to Ningxia or call on the central gov-
ernment to petition”. — AFP 

China delays 
razing mosque...

Continued from Page 1

He estimated that the plane, at its lowest point, was no
more than 30 m above the water. Then the pilot pulled the
plane “pretty much straight up. And kind of at an angle. And
almost stalled the aircraft. Somehow he got it leveled back
off. And then made his way down toward the island.”
Waldron said he had been prepared to “run and take cov-
er”. He briefly turned away, then turned back and saw the
explosion as the plane crashed.

In a conversation with the control tower, the pilot, who
identified himself only as “Rich”, came across as excitable,
confused, and even apologetic. “Congratulations, you did
it,” the control tower tells him, according to an audio feed

aired on CNN. “Let’s turn around the air and land it and
not hurt anybody on the ground.” “I don’t know, man,” the
pilot answers. “I don’t want to. I was kind of hoping that
was going to be it, you know.”

During the conversation, he says he had put some
fuel in the plane “to go check out the Olympics” - the
Olympic Mountains which lie about 160 km away. But
he later worried he was running low, saying the fuel
had burned “quite a bit faster than I expected”. The
control tower then pushes him to land at a nearby mili-
tary base. “I wouldn’t want to do that. They probably
have anti-aircraft,” he responds. “This is probably jail
time for life, huh?” he later says, according to a
recording published by the Seattle Times. “I’ve got a
lot of people that care about me. It’s going to disap-
point them to hear that I did this,” he said. “I would like
to apologize to each and every one of them. Just a bro-
ken guy, got a few screws loose, I guess. Never really
knew it until now.” — AFP 

Mechanic steals, 
crashes plane from...

A Pakistani man creates a pattern design on a camel’s skin at a market ahead of Eid al-Adha in Karachi yesterday. Muslims around the world will mark Eid al-Adha, the biggest holiday of the Islamic calendar, by slaughtering sheep, goats, cows
and camels to commemorate Prophet Abraham’s (PBUH) willingness to sacrifice his son Ismail (PBUH) on God’s command. —  AFP 

BERLIN: Monsanto’s German owners insisted yester-
day that the weed killer Roundup was “safe”, rejecting a
California jury’s decision to order the chemical giant to
pay nearly $290 million for failing to warn a dying
groundskeeper that the product might cause cancer.
While observers predicted thousands of potential future
claims against the company in the wake of Monsanto’s
defeat, Bayer - which recently acquired the US giant -
said the California ruling went against scientific evi-
dence.

“On the basis of scientific conclusions, the views of
worldwide regulatory authorities and the decades-long
practical experience with glyphosate use, Bayer is con-
vinced that glyphosate is safe and does not cause can-
cer,” the company said in a statement. It said other court
proceedings with other juries might “arrive at different
conclusions” than the jury which ruled in the California

lawsuit, the first to accuse glyphosate of causing cancer.
Jurors unanimously found that Monsanto - which

vowed to appeal - acted with “malice” and that its weed
killers Roundup and the professional grade version
RangerPro contributed “substantially” to Dewayne
Johnson’s terminal illness. Johnson, diagnosed in 2014
with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma - a cancer that affects
white blood cells - says he repeatedly used a profes-
sional form of Roundup while working at a school in
Benicia, California. “The cause is way bigger than me.
Hopefully this thing will get the attention it needs,”
Johnson, 46, said after the verdict. Johnson wept openly,
as did some jurors, when he met with the panel later.

The lawsuit built on 2015 findings by the
International Agency for Research on Cancer, part of
the UN World Health Organization, which classified
Roundup’s main ingredient glyphosate as a probable

carcinogen, causing the state of California to follow suit.
“We are sympathetic to Mr Johnson and his family,”
Monsanto said in a statement, but promised to “continue
to vigorously defend this product”. “The jury got it
wrong,” Monsanto vice president Scott Partridge told
reporters. But Johnson’s attorney Brent Wisner said the
verdict “shows the evidence is overwhelming” that the
product poses danger. “When you are right, it is really
easy to win,” he said.

Wisner called the ruling the “tip of the spear” of liti-
gation likely to come. “The jury sent a message to the
Monsanto boardroom that they have to change the way
they do business,” said Robert F Kennedy Jr - an envi-
ronmental lawyer, son of the late US senator and a
member of Johnson’s legal team. “You not only see many
people injured, you see the corruption of public officials,
the capture of agencies that are supposed to protect us

from pollution and the falsification of science,” he said.
Partridge, meanwhile, announced that Monsanto had no
intention of settling the slew of similar cases in the legal
queue. “It is the most widely used and most widely
studied herbicide in the world,” Partridge said.

Roundup is Monsanto’s leading product. “The
Johnson vs Monsanto verdict is a win for all of humanity
and all life on earth,” said Zen Honeycutt, founding
executive director of non-profit group Moms Across
America. In France, a leading anti-Monsanto campaign-
er told AFP that the California ruling would strengthen
the resolve of those doing battle with the agrochemicals
giant across the world. “I was thinking of them and I
said to myself that this ruling will help them and give
them lots of hope,” said Paul Francois, author of “A
farmer against Monsanto” (“Un paysan contre
Monsanto”). — AFP

Monsanto owners call weed killer 
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