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English contemporary artist Lucy Sparrow mops the floor beside her latest art installation titled ‘Sparrow Mart Supermarket’, an entire supermarket with the products made from felt material, currently on display at the Standard Hotel in downtown Los Angeles
on August 10, 2018. — AFP

I
t was an unusual way to reveal a struggle
against cancer, particularly in a part of
the world where the illness is still largely
considered a private matter and taboo.

But a video clip released on Twitter is how
Lebanese singer Elissa chose to share the
news with her fans and millions of followers
on social media. “You are the reason I am
strong and healthy ... you are my strength.
And this story is a thank you,” she posted,
along with the song uploaded on YouTube
entitled: “For all those who love me.”

The video clip begins with a woman inside
an MRI machine and someone saying ‘It’s an
early stage of breast cancer,’ and goes on to
show the 45-year-old singer in various situa-
tions at a hospital, with doctors and surround-
ed by friends. It features a voiceover of Elissa
speaking about her battle.

The response was overwhelming from fans,
celebrities and politicians across the Arab
world who posted, tweeted and retweeted
messages of support. The video clip has gar-
nered more than seven million views from fans
and supporters since it was posted on Tuesday.

The clip and outpouring of support were all
the more striking because cancer in most of the
Arab world, and particularly breast cancer
among women, is rarely discussed in public,
and cancer patients often struggle in solitude.
Some among the older generation continue to
refer to cancer as “that disease,” without men-
tioning it by name.

Elissa declined a request for comment
through her agent, who said the singer was not
giving interviews. Elissa, whose real name is
Elissar Khoury, is among the best known and

highest-selling female artists in the Arab world
and received several music awards in her
career, mostly for Arabic pop songs delivered
in the Lebanese or Egyptian dialect. She was
diagnosed with the illness in December 2017
but kept it secret, even after she collapsed on
stage during a live performance in Dubai in
February this year. She later tweeted to her
fans that she was healthy, adding: “Nothing
serious don’t worry!”

The collapse is featured in the seven-minute
video released on Tuesday. “I do my radiother-
apy session, I go to the studio, I finish another
session, I rest for two hours and go to the stu-
dio again,” Elissa says in the video clip,
describing how she kept up her work during
her treatment.

The song has a feel-good catchy tune with a
refrain that says: “Yalla, yalla yalla (come on!),
let’s sing and be happy, let’s make up for time
lost, come on let’s live,” alternating between
scenes at a hospital and Elissa singing and
dancing on stage. Fans across the Arab world
posted supportive messages, describing her as
a super hero and a model of strength. They
included the Lebanese foreign minister who
tweeted that Elissa should be an inspiration for
all women with cancer not to give up.

Elissa, who is scheduled to perform in
Beirut on Friday night, ended the video with
the words: “I’ve recovered. I’ve beaten the ill-
ness, and I won. ... Early detection of breast
cancer can save your life. Don’t ignore it, face
it. ... Do it not only for yourself, but for your
loved ones.” — AP

Turkish director and Cannes Palme
d’Or winner Nuri Bilge Ceylan on
Friday received an outstanding con-

tribution award at the opening of the
Sarajevo film festival. “This is great honor
for me, really, and I accept it with my
heart,” the director said after receiving the
“Heart of Sarajevo” award.  Ceylan
scooped the top prize at the Cannes film
festival in 2014 for his epic drama “Winter
Sleep”. His latest feature, “The Wild Pear
Tree”, was also selected to compete for the
Palme d’Or at Cannes. The Sarajevo film
festival, now in its 24th year, will also cele-
brate Ceylan’s talent as a stills photogra-
pher with an exhibition of his work in the
Bosnian capital.

The festival kicked off on Friday night
with an open-air screening of “Cold War”
by Oscar winner Pawel Pawlikowski, who
took home the prize for best director at
this year’s Cannes festival. Pawlikowski
also won the best foreign language movie

Oscar for “Ida” in 2015. More than 200
films from 56 countries will be shown dur-
ing the eight-day festival which highlights
work from southeastern Europe. This
year’s Sarajevo jury will be led by
renowned Iranian director Asghar Farhadi.

Established as an “act of resistance”
during the 1992-1995 inter-ethnic war in
Bosnia, the Sarajevo film festival regularly
attracts big names. Past guests include
Robert De Niro, Angelina Jolie, Brad Pitt,
Juliette Binoche, Jeremy Irons and John
Cleese.  However, its main goal is to pro-
mote cinema from the region. “We are
happy that directors from southeast
Europe choose the Sarajevo Festival for the
premier screening of their movies, there-
fore opening the doors to other big festi-
vals,” its director Miro Purivatra said
ahead of the festival. — AFP
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Photo shows Lebanese diva
Elissa, whose real name is
Elissar Khoury, one of the best
known and highest-selling
female artists in the Arab
world, poses for photographers,
in Beirut, Lebanon. — AP

In this file photo Turkish film
director Nuri Bilge Ceylan poses
in Paris. — AFP 


