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Fishermen of Lake 
Chad cursed by 
Boko Haram 
conflict
MAIDUGURI: The fishermen of Lake Chad
must sail in secret, forced to evade both
Boko Haram jihadists and Nigeria’s military
in a desperate dance that has strangled
livelihoods and caused scarcity of a once-
staple food. While in the past boats slid
across the vast waters unhindered, sustain-
ing a vibrant fishing industry in northeastern
Nigeria, years of bloody Boko Haram mili-
tancy has deeply scarred the region. And
despite a brief return to stability earlier this
year, the fishermen have become ensnared in
a fresh Nigerian army counterinsurgency
operation against the jihadists in and around
the lake launched in May.

Eating lizard and cat
For Aminu Mohammed, that means “no

fishing, no selling fish,” until the end of
August, the date when “Operation Last Hold”
is set to end. But he goes anyway, forced to
disregard the rules-and risk encountering the
jihadists-in order to survive and feed his six
children. The danger is immense. “Boko Haram
lurks on the lake and when they do not kill us
they take 10,000 naira ($27, 23 euros) to
allow us to fish,” the 45-year-old told AFP.
There is also a threat of arrest by the
Nigerian army, who have detained fishermen
in the region and accused them of financing
the jihadists by paying them taxes.

The once-teeming fish market at

Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state and
major trading hub some 200 kilometers from
Lake Chad, looks abandoned after nine years
of bloody conflict. Most stalls are empty, their
owners, Hausa and Kanuri traders who have
made their fortune there for centuries, have
left to buy fish at the Cameroon border.
Yakubu Dangombe is one of the few to
remain, yet business has never been harder.
Dangombe said he had two million naira of
fish stuck on the road in Baga, the main fish-
ing hub on the Nigerian side of the lake,
blocked by soldiers. “I have 35 children, I
can’t feed them or pay school fees, it’s a dis-
aster,” says the once rich trader.

To avoid the military, traders smuggle the
fish into Maiduguri by road in bundles of 10
or 30 kilograms stashed in cars and “under
travelers’ suitcases”, said a salesman under
condition of anonymity. Still, not enough fish
gets in to meet demand. The shortage has
caused a dramatic spike in fish prices: one
pile (seven or eight fish) has surged in the
past three months from 4,000 to 10,000
naira. So customers have turned to other
sources of protein. In a large yard where men
use jerry cans to smoke tilapia and perch,
there are some new additions to the menu:
monitor lizards and cats. 

‘Rock and a hard place’
Prior to the conflict, fishing was one of the

region’s largest sources of income and
employment. The industry produced up to
100,000 tons of fish annually and was valued
at as much as $220 million at its peak, accord-
ing to the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations. More than 200 trucks
would leave Baga to supply markets all over
the country, reaching as far as Lagos and Port
Harcourt, Nigeria’s southern megacities. Not
anymore. According to the fishing union in

Borno, more than 200 fishing towns have
been razed by the jihadists since 2009 in their
ruthless quest to establish an Islamic state.

At the peak of the insurgency between
2013 and 2014 when Boko Haram reigned
supreme over the lake-which is bordered by
Nigeria, Chad and Niger-authorities from the
three nations totally banned fishing in an
attempt to cut what was an important supply
for the jihadists. The army eventually regained
control of most territories, forcing the
jihadists to retreat further into the lake, a diffi-
cult terrain to access. By 2016, thanks to the
official reopening of the Baga market and the
resumption of traffic along some key high-
ways of Borno state, it appeared that some
normalcy was returning to daily life. But
traders now complain that the army and local

authorities are acting together to wring mon-
ey from them. 

Soldiers are accused of seizing fish stocks
transported by road and working with local
authorities to collect taxes, which have
tripled, according to Assa Yuni, a trader in
Maiduguri. But officials say the cost is justi-
fied because of the added cost of security
escorts. “People would like everything to be
like before, but it’s not so simple, you have to
pay armed escorts on the road, because the
situation is volatile,” said the secretary of the
Fish Producers and Marketers Association of
Borno state, Mallam Baba Musa. Not every-
one agrees. “Whether it’s the military or Boko
Haram, we are stuck between a rock and a
hard place,” said Dangombe, the trader whose
stock is stuck near Baga. —AFP

MAIDUGURI, NIGERIA: The inside of a fish trap used in the Lake Chad region is seen
at the Baga fish market in Maiduguri. —AFP 

Pro-EU Brit hits 
the road to spell 
out ‘stop Brexit’
LONDON: A passionately pro-European
Briton has quit his job to drive around the
continent for months spelling out “stop
Brexit” on maps depicting his circuitous
route. Andy Pardy, 28, from the southwest
English city of Exeter, resigned from a
consultancy job in June to embark on the
30,000-kilometre, 32-country “farewell
tour” before Britain leaves the European
Union next March. The UK voted to quit
the bloc in a divisive 2016 referendum,
with 52 percent backing Leave and 48
percent voting Remain.

“I genuinely want to make the most of
our last summer inside the EU,” Pardy
told AFP from the Arctic Circle in
Finland as he completed the “P” in his
“stop Brexit” pilgrimage. “I just intend to
show the best of what the continent has
to offer and share a positive message.”
The arch-Remainer is chronicling the
adventure on his website and on Twitter,
under the name “The Rogue Consultant”,
using a location-tracking app to docu-
ment his progress-and his emerging
mantra.

He anticipates the journey, which will
take him through 26 of the union’s 28
member states, will entail 335 driving

hours. After growing up partly in
Germany and previously living in Spain,
Pardy wants to highlight the freedom of
movement benefits that EU membership
brings. “The right to explore as well as
live and work in Europe without tire-
some red tape is an immense privilege,”
he said. “It would be such a shame to
make it more difficult.” The future of
such visa-free arrangements for Britons
is unclear amid stalled Brexit negotia-
tions between London and Brussels.

‘Personal statement’ 
Pardy conjured up his politically-dri-

ven escapade while tracking himself jog-
ging on a fitness app, realising he could
use the tool to map out words. “It just
popped into my head,” he recalled. “(I)
thought I might be able to do something
on a bigger scale.” A recent moped acci-
dent and death in the family also nudged
him towards “re-evaluating” life. So the
digital consultant quit his job of five
years, purchased a camper van for
£6,000 ($7,650, 6,680 euros) and spent
weeks painstakingly plotting his all-
important route. The roaming Remainer
expects his expenses to cost a further
£5,000 - including off-setting the trip’s
carbon output-cutting into savings origi-
nally earmarked to get a mortgage.

“It was a difficult decision,” he said, of
splashing out instead on an epic road trip.
“But it’s a different experience and I just
decided to go for it. “I appreciate how for-
tunate I have been to be able to do this.”

Pardy began his European odyssey solo in
mid-July, mapping out the letter “S” over
several days travelling through the British
Isles. Joined by his girlfriend, he next navi-
gated Norway and Sweden-camping
inside the Arctic Circle and spotting a rare
white reindeer-before crossing into
Finland to complete the word “stop” this
week. The subsequent stages of the road
trip will see him spell out “Brexit” back-
wards, finishing the “B” in the Spanish city
of Bilbao in late October. 

“The journey has been incredible so
far. I’ve met loads of wonderful people

along the way, all of whom have been
supportive,” Pardy said. The 28-year-old
added he had been flooded with offers of
accommodation, dinner and drinks meet-
ups from supporters across Europe after
his mission garnered media attention.
Pardy, a supporter of holding a second
referendum on Brexit, is nonetheless con-
tent that his stunt’s stated aim will likely
remain unfulfilled. “I’ve been frustrated
with the debate and how Brexit has been
progressing,” he said. “So I just wanted to
do something positive and make a per-
sonal statement at the same time.” —AFP

HAMELIN: Andrew Pardy camps with his van in Hamelin in Germany - on his way to
Gothenburg in Sweden during his drive around Europe spelling out ‘stop Brexit’. —AFP

Cameroon probes 
video showing 
security forces 
executing civilians
YAOUNDE: Cameroon’s government said it would
investigate a video that Amnesty International shows
security forces shooting at least a dozen unarmed
people in the far north of the country, where they are
battling Islamist militants. It also announced the
arrests of seven soldiers in connection with a sepa-
rate video that surfaced last month appearing to show
men in military uniform shooting dead two women
and two children. 

Amnesty said in a statement it had verified the lat-
est video through witness testimony, satel l ite
imagery and analysis of the weapons, dialogue and
uniforms. It said the video was shot in the village of
Achigaya at an unknown date prior to May 2016. The
nearly four-minute video has circulated on social
media in recent days. A government spokesman said
it was released to undermine President Paul Biya
ahead of an election in October.

At the start of the video, several men in military
fatigues with automatic-style weapons joke among
themselves, with one saying in French: “This is a
kamikaze mission.” The men then open fire for roughly
12 seconds on about a dozen people sitting or lying
down against a wall and under guard. After the firing
stops, one of the armed men approaches the motion-
less bodies and fires several more times from point-
blank range. Around them, several buildings in the vil-
lage are in flames and gunfire can be heard in the
background. —Reuters

FREDERICTON: Four people, including
two police officers, were killed in a shoot-
ing in eastern Canada on Friday in the lat-
est eruption of gun violence across the
country that has led to calls for weapons
bans in cities. Police in Fredericton, a city
of about 56,000 that is the capital of the
province of New Brunswick, said a sus-
pect was in custody and was being treat-
ed for serious injuries. A local health offi-
cial said multiple shooting victims were
being treated at one hospital.

Witnesses said the shooting occurred
at an apartment complex, and local
media showed emergency vehicles con-
verging on a tree-lined residential
street. Nearby facilities were closed
and authorities imposed a lockdown for
residents before issuing an all-clear
message. Officials identified the slain
officers as Sara Mae Burns, 43, and
Lawrence Robb Costello, 45. They did
not release the names of the two civil-
ians who were killed, and said only that
the suspect was a 48-year-old
Fredericton man. They did not release
information about a possible motive or
the weapon. “It was scary,” said Marlene
Weaver, who was in bed on Friday morn-
ing when she heard shots. “It takes you
back to the shooting in Moncton.”

She was referring to a 2014 incident in
which three Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) officers were killed and
two wounded in Moncton, New
Brunswick, about 195 km from
Fredericton in one of the worst incidents
of its kind in Canada. Friday’s shooting
occurred three weeks after a gunman

walked down a busy Toronto street ,
ki l l ing two people and wounding 13
before killing himself. Canadian Public
Safety Minister Ralph Goodale told
reporters the RCMP were assist ing
Fredericton authorities in the investiga-
tion. “We’ll see where this investigation
leads in terms of what exactly happened,
who did it, what was the motivation for
doing it and the instruments of destruc-
tion that were used,” he said.

“But broadly speaking, the government
of Canada is obviously taking the issue of

gun violence very seriously.” Gun laws in
Canada are stricter than in the United
States but a proliferation of weapons has
led to an increase in gun-related crimes in
recent years. New Brunswick had three
homicide shootings in the entire year of
2016, according to Statistics Canada.
“Awful news coming out of Fredericton,”
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said on Twitter. “My heart goes out to
everyone affected by this  morning’s
shooting. We’re following the situation
closely.”

‘I heard those noises’
Fredericton police said their officers

responded to a report of shots fired early
on Friday morning and found two victims
on the ground. Burns, who had two years
on the force and had spent two years as an
auxiliary officer, had three children, Chief
Leanne Fitch told reporters. Costello was a
20-year veteran, and left behind four chil-
dren. Jeff Magnussen, general manager of
a golf course near the site of the shooting,
said by phone that he heard multiple gun-
shots before 8 am local time. 

“You hear a lot about gun violence in
the United States,” he said, “but this
morning when I heard those noises,
what’s starting to sink in is that those
noises were people losing their lives. To
have it happen so close to us is shocking.
Now we’re becoming the story that
nobody wants to hear.” Scott Hill said he
was walking his dog by a golf course
when an employee told him to get inside
because of the shooter. 

He said he could still hear sporadic gun-
fire coming from the apartment complex

two hours later, when he was at the office of
his property development agency. “This sort
of thing never happens here,” Hill said. “It’s
happening.” In the wake of the Toronto
bloodshed last month, the city council voted
overwhelmingly to urge the federal govern-
ment, which has jurisdiction over gun laws,
to ban the sale of handguns in the city.

“Why does anyone in this city need to
have a gun at all?” Toronto Mayor John
Tory said. Canada’s largest city has had
241 shooting incidents this year, resulting
in 30 deaths, a 30 percent increase in

fatalities over the same period last year.
Bill Blair, the government minister tasked
with tackling gun violence, said officials
are considering giving provinces the pow-
er to designate gun-free cities. “It’s possi-
ble that we could work with the provinces
and territories and allow them the authori-
ty to designate certain municipalities as
places where guns could not be purchased
or possessed,” Blair told Reuters.

In 2016 Canada had 0.61 firearm-related
homicides per 100,000 people, a 23 per-
cent increase from 2015 and the highest
rate since 2005, according to Statistics
Canada. For the United States, the
University of Washington’s Institute for

Health Metrics and Evaluation reported 3.85
deaths per 100,000 that year. Canada’s
Liberal government unveiled proposals in
March to tighten already tough gun control
laws to address a spike in crimes involving
firearms, including a deadly attack on a
mosque last year. 

The measures would enhance back-
ground checks on people seeking to buy
firearms, especially those with a history of
violence. Experts said that although
Canada’s gun laws ban dozens of assault
rifles, some permitted firearms can easily
be modified for greater damage, and lax
US regulations make smuggled weapons
accessible. —Reuters

Latest eruption of gun violence across the country

Two police officers among 
four killed in east Canada

FREDERICTON: These two handout photographs show police offers Lawrence Robert
Costello (left), 45, and Sara Mae Helen Burns, 43, who were among four people killed in a
shooting in eastern Canada. —AFP

Gun laws in
Canada stricter

than in US

11-year-old Thai 
bride returns 
from Malaysia 
after uproar
BANGKOK: An 11-year-old child bride returned to
Thailand this week following widespread outcry over her
marriage to a Malaysian man 30 years her senior, an offi-
cial said yesterday. Malaysian Muslims below the age of 16
are allowed to wed with the permission of religious courts
but news of the union between the girl and the 41-year-old
trader went viral on social media, reigniting calls to end
child marriage. 

The ceremony took place in June over the border in
Thailand’s Muslim-majority south in Narathiwat province,
where the girl returned to Wednesday in the wake of
“immense pressure from Malaysian media”, provincial
governor Suraporn Prommool said. The 11-year-old,
believed to be the trader’s third wife, is undergoing men-
tal-health counseling because of the intense level of atten-
tion, Suraporn said.

He added that the marriage was not recognized under
Buddhist-majority Thailand’s civil law but that it took
place under the auspices of an Islamic council in
Narathiwat with the consent of the girl’s parents. “We can-
not do anything (to annul the marriage) because they mar-
ried under the religious law,” he said. The trader, however,
could face six months in jail if it is found that he did not get
permission in Malaysia. The girl was born in Thailand to
parents who labor in Malaysia’s vast rubber plantations
and Suraporn said she doesn’t speak Thai well. —AFP


