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Iran rejects talks; Washington 
reimposes tougher sanctions 

TEHRAN: Iran gave its most explicit rejection
yet of talks with the United States yesterday, and
accused Washington of an “addiction to sanc-
tions” over its latest spat with Turkey. The US
reimposed harsh sanctions on Iran on Tuesday
following its May withdrawal from a landmark
2015 nuclear agreement, dealing a heavy blow to
the already troubled economy. 

US President Donald Trump has offered talks
on a “more comprehensive deal” but Iran has
baulked at negotiating under the pressure of
sanctions and has instead leant on its increasing-
ly close ties with fellow US sanctions targets
Turkey and Russia. Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif was asked by the conservative
Tasnim news agency whether there was any plan
to meet with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo. “No, there will be no meeting,” was the
blunt response from Zarif. 

He said there were also no plans for a meeting
with US officials on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York next month, which
both Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Trump
are due to attend. “On Trump’s recent proposal
(of talks), our official stance was announced by
the president and by us. Americans are not honest
and their addiction to sanctions does not allow
any negotiation to take place,” Zarif told Tasnim.
It was Iran’s most explicit rejection of talks to
date, after much speculation that economic pres-
sure would force its leaders back to the table with
Washington or at least to engage in backroom
discussions in New York.

Earlier yesterday, Zarif waded into the
mounting row between Turkey and the United

States.  “Trump’s jubilation in inflicting economic
hardship on its NATO ally Turkey is shameful,”
he wrote on Twitter.  “The US has to rehabilitate
its addiction to sanctions (and) bullying or entire
world will unite - beyond verbal condemnations
- to force it to,” he warned. “We’ve stood with
neighbors before, and will again now.” Trump
said Friday he was doubling steel and aluminum
tariffs on Turkey as part of an ongoing row over
the detention of American pastor Andrew
Brunson and other issues. The tensions have
fuelled a run on the Turkish lira, which dropped
16 percent to a record low on Friday, with Trump
tweeting that the currency was sliding “rapidly
downward against our very strong Dollar!”

Rial pain
Iran too has suffered a major decline in its cur-

rency this year - in part due to US abandonment
of the nuclear deal - with the rial losing more than
half its value against the dollar since April.
Ironically, the rial strengthened in the two days
leading up to the reimposition of US sanctions on
Tuesday, after the government announced new
foreign exchange measures giving greater free-
dom to trade dollars at market rates. But there has
since been a fresh decline of almost 13 percent,
with the rial at 106,200 per dollar yesterday,
according to currency tracking website Bonbast -
approaching the record low of 119,000 that it
reached on July 31. Analysts say this is due to
uncertainty in the market, with currency traders
still unsure of the new rules and struggling to
access dollars from the central bank.

Zarif met repeatedly with then US secretary of

state John Kerry during the negotiation and
implementation of the 2015 agreement - but those
relatively warm ties were abruptly ended when
the Trump administration came to power. Rouhani
said last week that Iran “always welcomed nego-
tiations” but that Washington would first have to
demonstrate it can be trusted. “If you’re an enemy
and you stab the other person with a knife and
then you say you want negotiations, then the first
thing you have to do is remove the knife,” he said
in an interview on state television.

Iraq PM to visit Iran
Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is to

visit top trading partners Turkey and Iran next
week, an official said yesterday, days after
Washington slapped new sanctions on Tehran
and piled economic pressure on Ankara. Abadi
“will head to Turkey on Tuesday and Iran on
Wednesday to discuss economic affairs with the
two countries,” the official said on condition of
anonymity. Iraq is the second-largest importer
of Iranian non-hydrocarbon products, buying
some $6 billion (5 billion euros) worth of goods
from its eastern neighbor in 2017.

It also buys in Iranian-generated electricity
in efforts to deal with chronic power cuts that
have been a key factor sparking mass protests in
recent weeks. Abadi on Tuesday said Iraq would
reluctantly comply with sanctions against Tehran
which took effect the same day. It came after the
administration of US President Donald Trump’s,
unilateral withdrawal from a landmark 2015
nuclear deal between Iran and world powers.
“We don’t support the sanctions because they

are a strategic error, but we will comply with
them,” Abadi said. 

Baghdad is allied with Washington, a strate-
gic partner in the war that saw Iraq declare “vic-
tory” over Islamic State jihadists in late 2017.
But it also has strong ties to Tehran, a Shiite
powerhouse that is heavily involved in Iraq’s
political affairs. Abadi’s visit to Ankara is also

overshadowed by a bitter row between NATO
allies Turkey and the US. Trump said Friday he
was doubling steel and aluminum tariffs on
Turkey as part of an ongoing row over the
detention of American pastor Andrew Brunson
and other issues. The row has caused the Turkish
lira to crash, dropping 16 percent against the
dollar on Friday. — Agencies 

Mali’s Keita 
on track for
2nd term in
election runoff
BAMAKO: Malians vote today in a presi-
dential runoff expected to return Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita to the helm of a country
battling jihadist violence and ethnic
attacks. The second round - a rerun of the
2013 election between Keita and former
finance minister Soumaila Cisse - is the cli-
max of a campaign in which Mali’s security
crisis has taken centre stage. After a first
round marred by violence and accusations
of fraud, Keita, 73, was credited with 41.7
percent of the vote while Cisse, 68, picked
up 17.78 percent. Despite trailing badly,
Cisse insisted on Friday he could “turn
things around” on polling day. “I am not
worried about being behind, because I
know the difference is due to fraud,” Cisse
told French radio RFI.

The international community hopes
the winner will revive a 2015 accord that
Mali, a linchpin state in the troubled
Sahel, sees as its cornerstone for peace.
Despite the deal, gathering the govern-
ment, government-allied groups and for-
mer Tuareg rebels, a state of emergency
remains in force and heads into its fourth
year in November. Jihadist violence,
meanwhile, has spread from northern
Mali to the centre and south and spilled
into neighboring Burkina Faso and Niger,
often inf laming communal confl icts.
France still has 4,500 troops deployed
alongside the UN’s 15,000 peacekeepers
and a regional G5 Sahel force, aimed at

rooting out jihadists and restoring the
authority of the state.

Divided opposition
Keita is accused by his opponents,

including several former ministers, of floun-
dering in his response to the bloodshed.
Nearly 300 civilians have died in ethnic
clashes this year alone. But in a pre-elec-
tion interview with AFP, the president
described these attacks as “pockets of vio-
lence and remnants of terrorism” and said
the state was making a “colossal financial
effort” in fighting violence. Another con-
cern is falling living standards. The country
became Africa’s first cotton producer in
2017-2018, and the economy has been
growing at over five percent annually for
several years.

But income per capita has fallen since
2014, according to the World Bank, and
nearly half of Mali’s 18 million citizens live
in poverty. Cisse failed to unite the opposi-
tion behind him after the first round on July
29. Two losing candidates, businessman
Aliou Boubacar Diallo and former prime
minister Cheick Modibo Diarra, who came
in third and fourth, said on Thursday they
would not support anyone. As a result,
Keita, commonly named “IBK” after his ini-
tials, is clear favorite in the runoff. “The
main question is whether IBK will win by a
landslide, as happened in 2013,” political
analyst Souleymane Drabo told AFP.

The election campaign and vote were
marred by bouts of violence, mainly in the
restive northern and central regions. Not a
single ballot was cast in 871 polling sta-
tions due to violent attacks, representing
nearly a quarter of a million voters.
Accusations of fraud mounted in the days
following the first round, with three main
opposition candidates petitioning the
country’s top court over alleged ballot-box
stuffing and other grievances. — AFP

BAGHDAD: An Iraqi peddler holds Iranian currency for sell in the capital
Baghdad. Caught in the crossfire between its key allies Tehran and
Washington, Iraq’s economy could suffer the heaviest collateral damage
from the US reimposing sanctions against Iran. — AFP 

Iraq PM to visit Iran, Turkey as US sanctions bite 

Issues leading to 
the tailspin in US,
Turkey relations
ANKARA: Turkey is a key NATO ally to the
United States, but the countries’ bilateral rela-
tionship has become quite strained.
Reverberations spread through global markets
on Friday after US President Donald Trump
imposed higher tariffs on metal imports from
Turkey, sending the country’s lira currency
deeper into a tailspin. The fallout has been exac-
erbated over American Christian pastor Andrew
Brunson, who is now under house arrest in
Turkey. The Trump administration has demand-
ed his release. But Brunson is not the only stick-
ing point between the two countries. The follow-
ing is a look at a few of the issues that have con-
tributed to the deterioration in relations
between the United States and Turkey: 

Halkbank & Iran sanctions case 
A US court in May sentenced Mehmet Hakan

Atilla, a Turkish citizen and banker at Turkey’s
state-controlled Halkbank, to 32 months in
prison after he was convicted of taking part in a
scheme to help Iran evade US sanctions. Federal
prosecutors accused Atilla of conspiring with
gold trader Reza Zarrab and others to elude US
sanctions using fraudulent gold and food trans-
actions. Zarrab pleaded guilty and testified for
the prosecutors. Zarrab described a scheme that
he said included bribes to Turkish government
officials and that was carried out with the bless-
ing of Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan. 

Erdogan has condemned the case as a politi-
cal attack on his government. The United States
is also considering a fine against Halkbank for
allegedly helping Iran evade US sanctions,
drawing additional opprobrium from Ankara.
Turkish diplomats visited Washington this week
to address frictions between the NATO allies
fueled by Ankara’s detention of US consular
staff, as well as Brunson, but no breakthrough
was announced. The team also held a meeting
with the US Treasury, which imposed sanctions
on Turkey’s justice and interior minister over
Brunson’s imprisonment. 

Turkey is infuriated with the United States
over its support for the YPG militia in Syria,
which Ankara sees as a terrorist organization.
Washington sees the militia as a key ally in the
fight against the Islamic State. With US forces
stationed alongside Kurdish YPG fighters in
northern Syria, Erdogan warned earlier this year
that US soldiers could be caught in the cross-
fire of Turkish military action against the militia
near the town of Manbij. In June, the two coun-
tries agreed that the YPG would withdraw from
Manbij and began coordinated but independent
patrols near the city. Erdogan last week said
that he did not expect the joint roadmap with
the United States regarding Manbij to be
impacted by bilateral tensions. 

Failed coup, exiled cleric 
Turkey’s demand the United States extradite

Islamic cleric Fethullah Gulen, who Ankara has
said orchestrated a failed 2016 military coup
against Erdogan is another sore point between
the two countries. US officials have said the
courts would require sufficient evidence to
extradite the elderly Gulen, who has denied any
involvement in the coup. The attempted coup is
at the center of the most recent fallout between
Washington and Ankara over the detention of
Brunson, a pastor from North Carolina who has
lived in Turkey for over 20 years. 

Brunson is being held on terrorism charges
for allegedly supporting Gulen’s network,
blamed by Ankara for the failed coup. He has
denied those charges. He faces up to 35 years if
found guilty. His appeal to be released from
house arrest was rejected. F-35 VS S-400
Washington is also concerned about a deal
made between Turkey and Russia for the pur-

chase of Russian S-400 surface-to-air missile
batteries, which are not compatible with
NATO’s defenses. Congress has put up road-
blocks over the delivery of advanced F-35 fight-
er jets following the agreement Ankara made
with Moscow. The Turkish delegation visiting
Washington earlier this week to discuss Brunson
pushed for the delivery of the F-35s, a US offi-
cial familiar with both sides’ positions said. 

Turkey last year arrested a translator at the
US consulate in the southern province of Adana
and detained a Drug Enforcement
Administration employee in Istanbul. Turkey and
the United States suspended the issuance of
visas last year after Washington complained
about the detention of two locally-hired con-
sular employees on suspicion of a role in the
failed 2016 coup. Both countries resumed issu-
ing visas in December. Washington also says a
third locally employed consular staffer is under
house arrest. 

Washington, DC street brawl 
Erdogan was vocal against the US justice

system over the indictment of his security per-
sonnel, who engaged in a brawl with protesters
during Erdogan’s visit to Washington in May
2017 where 11 people were hurt. Washington’s
police chief described it as a “brutal attack” on
peaceful protesters. US prosecutors in March
decided to dismiss charges against 11 of 15
members of Erdogan’s security team. Assault
charges are pending against four remaining
members. “This is a complete scandal,” Erdogan
told reporters after prayers for the Muslim Eid
Al-Adha celebration in September 2017. “It is a
scandalous sign of how justice works in the
United States.” — Reuters 

This combination of file pictures shows Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan (left) and US President Donald Trump. — AFP 

Gaza protest death
toll rises to three
GAZA: A 40-year-old Palestinian hit by Israeli fire on the
Gaza border died of his wounds yesterday, taking the
death toll from protests the previous day to three, the ter-
ritory’s health ministry said. He was among at least 131
Palestinians wounded by Israeli bullets during Friday’s
protests, even as an informal truce ending a deadly flare-
up between Gaza’s Islamist rulers Hamas and the Israeli
army largely held.

The health ministry identified the man as Ahmed Abu
Lulu and said he was shot in a section of the border east of
the southern city of Rafah, where the two other
Palestinians were also killed. The ministry had earlier iden-
tified the other two as Ali Al-Alul, 55, and volunteer medic
Abdullah al-Qatati, 21. Funerals for the three dead
Palestinians took place yesterday, attended by thousands

of people. Doctors and first responders
were among the attendees, in a show of
solidarity for Qatati.

On Friday, a few thousand protesters
had gathered at various locations along
the border, setting tyres ablaze and throw-
ing stones, but in smaller numbers than in
previous weeks, AFP correspondents said.
The Israeli army said a grenade was
thrown at troops guarding the border with
northern Gaza, without causing any casu-
alties, and that troops responded with tank
fire against two Hamas posts. But the bor-
der was otherwise calm after a reported
deal to end all rocket fire into Israel and
air strikes on the Gaza Strip appeared to
take effect around midnight (2100 GMT)
on Thursday.

There was no official confirmation of
the truce from Israel or Gaza’s Islamist
rulers Hamas but there were no fresh air
strikes on Friday. Thursday had seen exten-
sive Israeli raids in retaliation for the
launching of more than 180 rockets and
mortar rounds by Hamas and its allies on
Wednesday night. It was one of the most
serious escalations since the 2014 Gaza
war and followed months of rising tensions.
Three Palestinians were killed in the Israeli
strikes, including a pregnant woman and
her 18-month-old daughter. Seven Israelis
were wounded by Palestinian rocket fire.

The European Union said Gaza and
Israel were “dangerously close” to a new
conflict and called for urgent efforts to
protect civilians. At least 168 Palestinians

have been killed since the border protests
began on March 30, with most succumbing
to Israeli fire during demonstrations.
Others have died in air strikes. Over the
same period, one Israeli soldier has been
shot dead by a Palestinian sniper. — AFP 

RAFAH: Relatives of 21-year-old Palestinian
volunteer medic Abdullah Al-Qatati mourn
over his body during his funeral in Rafah in
the southern Gaza Strip yesterday, after he
was shot while trying to help wounded pro-
testers along the Israel-Gaza border. — AFP 


