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CBK sets up multi-bills ATM 
machines for Eid Al-Adha

Saudi-led coalition announces 
probe into Yemen bus attack
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Erdogan vows to defy US 
‘threats’ after lira crashes

President vows no concessions • Ankara eyes new allies • Iran slams US ‘bullying’

News in brief

16 zones for Eid prayers

KUWAIT: The ministry of awqaf and Islamic affairs
has prepared 16 zones throughout the country’s
governorates and residential areas for Eid Al-Adha
prayers, Undersecretary Farid Al-Emadi announced
yesterday. In a press release, Emadi said that in
coordination with the ministries of education and
interior as well as the Public Authority for Sport
(PAS), some schools, sports arenas and facilities of
large capacity will host Eid prayers. Previously, the
interior ministry restricted Eid prayers in some open
areas which were not adequately prepared to hold
this mass ritual, said Emadi. — KUNA

Floods kill 37 in Kerala 

NEW DELHI: Flash floods in Kerala have killed 37
people and displaced around 36,000, Indian officials
said yesterday, after heavy monsoon rains led to
landslides and overflowing reservoirs across the
southern state. Those forced from their homes “have
moved to 350 relief camps across the state”, an offi-
cial at the Kerala State Disaster Management control
room said. The army has been roped in for rescue
efforts in Kerala after two days of heavy rain drove
authorities to open the shutters of 27 reservoirs to
drain out the excess water. One of the five shutters of
a large reservoir in the mountainous Idukki district
was opened for the first time in 26 years. — AFP 

Egypt foils church bombing

CAIRO: A suicide attack against a church on the
outskirts of Cairo was foiled yesterday when a
bomber blew himself up before reaching the target,
state media and security sources said. The alleged
assailant was forced to detonate a suicide belt as a
result of the heavy police presence around the Virgin
Church in the Shobra el-Kheima district, state media
reported. The man was hiding the explosives under a
fluorescent vest, state-run newspaper Akhbar el-
Youm said. The blast took place about 200 m away
from the church, security officials said. —AFP 

ORDU, Turkey: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses people in the Unye district during his visit to a
flooded area in this Black Sea province yesterday. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan vowed
yesterday to defy US “threats” over a detained pastor,
showing no signs of concessions in a bitter row that has
caused the Turkish lira to crash. Relations between the
two NATO allies have sunk to their lowest point in
decades over a string of issues including the detention
of US pastor Andrew Brunson on terror-related charges,
prompting the lira to hit record lows against the dollar.

The Turkish strongman also lashed out at interest
rates, denounced them as a “tool of exploitation” which
should be kept as low as possible. The embattled lira
tumbled 16 percent against the dollar on Friday, falling
further when US President Donald Trump said he had
doubled steel and aluminium tariffs on Turkey. “It is
wrong to dare bring Turkey to its knees through threats
over a pastor,” Erdogan said in the Black Sea town of
Unye. “Shame on you, shame on you,” he said in remarks
directly addressed to Washington. “You are exchanging
your strategic partner in NATO for a priest.”  

Trump announced the punitive doubling of tariffs on
Twitter, with the White House saying the sanctions
would take effect from Aug 13. In a second speech, this
time in the Black Sea city of Rize, Erdogan ruled out any
change in the country’s interest rates policy. “Interest
rates should be kept to a minimum because they are a
tool of exploitation that makes the poor poorer and the
rich richer,” he said. “The country is neither crumbling,
nor being destroyed or bankrupt or in a crisis,” he said,
and added that the way out of the ‘currency plot’ was to
boost production and “minimize interest rates”. 

“I am asking you. What possible reason could there
be behind the lira which was at 2.8 against dollar in July
15, 2016 to slide below 6 yesterday? During this period,
Turkey has set records in its exports, production and
employment,” Erdogan said. He repeated a long-stand-
ing plan to shift to trading in national currencies and
said Turkey was preparing for such a step with Russia,
China and Ukraine.

The nominally independent central bank has defied
pressure over the last few weeks to hike interest rates in
the face of high inflation and a collapsing currency.
Erdogan has downplayed the currency crisis, urging
Turks to convert any stashed-away gold or foreign cur-
rency into lira, thereby waging a “war of independence”
against America. “If they have the dollar, we have Allah,”
he said. Erdogan said high foreign exchange rates were
being used as a weapon against Turkey. “We know very
well that the issue is not the dollar, the euro or gold.
These are the bullets, cannonballs and missiles of an
economic war waged against our country,” he said.
Ankara had already taken measures to respond and
would continue doing so, he added. 

In an op-ed published in New York Times, Erdogan
warned Washington not to risk its relations with Ankara,
saying otherwise it would look for “new friends and
allies”. “Unless the United States starts respecting
Turkey’s sovereignty and proves that it understands the
dangers our nation faces, our partnership could be in
jeopardy,” he wrote. 

Continued on Page 24

Spain warns of ‘sextorsion’ 

MADRID: Spanish police warned yesterday of a
massive blackmail campaign to expose web users’
supposed visits to porn sites unless they pay up.
Demands are typically for between $400 and
$2,900, and the cyber criminals threaten to send the
videos to the person’s “loved ones” unless they pay
up. Police recommend that targets of the shakedown
stay calm and refuse to pay because the blackmail-
ers are usually bluffing and have no video because
no computers were actually hacked. — AFP 

JERASH, Jordan: The funeral of a policeman who was killed in a blast a day earlier is
held yesterday. — Petra 

AMMAN: A member of Jordan’s securi-
ty forces died and six were wounded
when a bomb exploded under a patrol
car at a music festival near Amman, the
interior ministry said yesterday. The
blast hit a security patrol in Al-Fuhais, 12
km west of the capital on Friday evening,
it said. “It killed Sergeant Ali Adnan
Qawqaza and wounded six other mem-
bers of the patrol,” the ministry said,
adding that an investigation was under-
way into the cause of the blast. Security
forces had been deployed to protect the
town’s annual festival, which hosts
prominent Arab music acts.

Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz vowed
that Jordan would “not be complacent in
the hunt for terrorists”. “Jordan will always

be at the forefront of the fight against ter-
rorism and obscurantist ideas which target
the lives of innocents and try to undermine
security and stability,” he said in remarks
carried by the official Petra news agency.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday
sent a cable to Jordanian King Abdullah II,
offering his condolences over the victims
of the criminal bombing. The Amir
stressed Kuwait’s principled position
which rejects any aggressive act that
threatens the kingdom’s security and sta-
bility, wishing mercy for the “martyrs” and
a swiftly recovery for the injured.  HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
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WEIZHOU, China: Authorities in northern China
delayed the demolition of a massive mosque yester-
day after thousands of people demonstrated to stop
its destruction, local residents said, amid a nation-
wide government drive to tighten restrictions on reli-
gious activities. Across China, officials have sought to
limit religious freedoms for Muslims as part of a
widespread attempt to bring believers in line with
the dictates of the ruling Communist Party. Protesters
began gathering Thursday ahead of a deadline to
demolish the grand mosque in the town of Weizhou
in the northern Ningxia region, local residents said.

Videos posted on social media in recent days
showed protesters gathering in front of the building
as police with riot shields stood by. Holding Chinese
flags, they sat quietly on the building’s steps and
milled around a large plaza, before heading to Friday
night prayers, according to the videos, which could
not be verified by AFP. “The government said it’s an
illegal building, but it’s not. The mosque has several
hundred years of history,” a restaurant owner sur-
named Ma told AFP. Around noon yesterday, a local
official had read a document saying that the govern-
ment would hold off on the mosque’s demolition,
locals told AFP. After that, many who had participat-
ed in the sit-in dispersed. 

People had come hundreds of kilometres from
other Muslim regions to show support and bring
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SAN FRANCISCO: A young mechanic described as
suicidal stole an empty passenger plane from Seattle-
Tacoma Airport, took it on an hour-long flight that
included a hair-raising loop as F-15 fighter jets gave
chase, then crashed, killing himself. Officials ruled out
any link to terrorism in the incident, which took place
late on Friday, and saw the man holding a conservation
with an air traffic controller in which he seemed to
apologize for what he was doing.

Video taken by a bystander showed the 76-seat
plane making a big, slow loop-the-loop, then flying low
over Puget Sound before crashing into Ketron Island, a
sparsely-populated area in the northwestern US state
of Washington. The crash sparked a fire in the dense
forest. Flames lit up the night as they spread from the
burning wreckage to nearby trees. Officials said there
were no victims on the ground. The stolen plane was a
twin-engine turboprop Q400 belonging to Horizon Air,
its parent company Alaska Airlines said on Twitter. The
Pierce County Sheriff’s office ruled out terrorism.

“Most terrorists don’t do loops over the water,” said
Sheriff Paul Pastor. “This might have been a joyride
gone terribly wrong.” But Ed Troyer, who also works at
the sheriff’s office, described him as “suicidal”. He was
identified as a 29-year-old airline mechanic called Rich
or Richard, who lived locally and had acted alone. His
full name was not given. The sheriff’s office said the F-
15s arrived minutes after the plane was stolen and kept
the aircraft “out of harm’s way and people on the

ground safe.” The fighter jets flew at supersonic speed,
triggering a boom first taken to be an explosion, as
they raced to intercept the plane. In a video statement,
Horizon Air’s chief operating officer Constance von
Muehlen said the plane was taken by one of its
employees. “We believe (the plane) was taken by a sin-
gle Horizon Air employee and no other passengers or
crew were on board,” she said. The plane was stolen at
around 8:00 pm (0300 GMT yesterday) and crashed
90 minutes later, officials said. President Donald Trump
was briefed and the White House praised authorities’
quick response to the crisis.

John Waldron, who captured the plane’s loop-the-
loop on video, told CNN he was out for an evening
stroll when he saw two fighter jets following a turbo-
prop plane, initially thinking they were practicing for
an air show. “So I started to capture video, just
because I thought it was kind of bizarre,” he said, later
realizing that the jets were chasing the plane. Then the
plane “did a complete loop... I couldn’t believe he
recovered.”
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SEATTLE: This frame grab taken from footage filmed by a
bystander shows an empty passenger airplane stolen from
Seattle-Tacoma airport making an unlikely upside-down
aerial loop on Friday. — AFP 


