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LONDON:  There is little time for the Premier
League’s stars to shake off a World Cup hang-
over as less than a month on from Russia’s sum-
mer showpiece, the chase to catch champions
Manchester City begins in earnest today.

On top of the quick turnaround from the
World Cup, a shortened transfer window that
closes 24 hours before the season kicks off has
left many sides scrambling at the last minute to
strengthen their squads, none more so than
Manchester United.

The Red Devils raise the curtain on the cam-
paign at home to Leicester tonight hoping to put
a troubled pre-season dominated by manager
Jose Mourinho’s outbursts behind them.

Mourinho has rounded on the club’s hierar-
chy for failing to sufficiently strengthen in his
opinion despite the signings of Brazilian inter-
national midfielder Fred and Portuguese full-
back Diogo Dalot.

As United dither, Liverpool have emerged as
second favourites for the title behind City after
splashing over £170 million ($220 million) on
goalkeeper Alisson and midfielders Fabinho,
Naby Keita and Xherdan Shaqiri. “The other

clubs who compete with us are really strong and
already have fantastic teams. Or they are invest-
ing massively like Liverpool, who are buying
everything and everybody,” warned Mourinho.

“If we don’t make our team better it will be a
difficult season for us.” United are further ham-
strung with a host of key players including Paul
Pogba, Romelu Lukaku and Marcus Rashford in-
volved in the later stages of the World Cup lim-
iting their pre-season preparations.

FAST START FOR LIVERPOOL? 
By contrast, Liverpool are well-placed to hit

the ground running ahead of Sunday’s kick-off
at home to West Ham as Virgil van Dijk, Keita
and Fabinho missed out on the World Cup, while
Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane bowed out at
the group stage with Egypt and Senegal.

Jurgen Klopp’s men demonstrated their abil-
ity to beat City on the big occasion last season,
winning three of the four meetings between the
sides, including a 5-1 aggregate win in the
Champions League quarter-finals.

However, they finished 25 points back in the
league as Pep Guardiola’s men romped to the

title with a record 100 points. “The players from
last year are responsible for the excitement, and
then we brought in a few new players as an icing
on the cake,” said Klopp on the club’s promising
pre-season tour in the States.

“It’s not just that we have to be more consis-
tent, we have to create circumstances where we
can be more consistent,” he added. “Nobody is
consistent with 11 players. What we are working
on is the depth of the squad because you need it.”

CITY STILL FAVOURITES
City haven’t dipped into the deep pockets of

their Abu Dhabi owners as significantly as
Guardiola’s first two summers in charge, but
have still strengthened with club record signing
Riyad Mahrez.

No side since United nine years ago have re-
tained the title with Chelsea twice and Leicester
failing to even make the top four in past three
seasons.

Despite missing a host of World Cup stars,
City looked in ominous form as they dismissed
Chelsea 2-0 to lift the Community Shield at the
weekend but face a tough start as Arsenal begin

the post-Arsene Wenger era at the Emirates on
Sunday. Unai Emery has enjoyed the luxury of
having most of his squad available for pre-sea-
son with Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, Henrikh
Mkhitaryan, Mesut Ozil and Alexandre La-
cazette forming a fearsome front four.

Chelsea also have a new boss but are already
playing catch-up with Maurizio Sarri only ap-
pointed a month before the start of the cam-
paign. However, the Blues swung into action late
Wednesday when they agreed to sell goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois to Real Madrid in a deal which
paved the way for Athletic Bilbao ‘keeper Kepa
Arrizabalaga to move to Stamford Bridge on a
seven-year deal worth an estimated £71 million.

Kepa becomes the most expensive goal-
keeper of all time.

In contrast to the change across London, Tot-
tenham Hotspur have yet to add a single signing
ahead of their first season in a new 62,000 ca-
pacity stadium. Yet, based on the World Cup
performances of Golden Boot winner Harry
Kane, Hugo Lloris and Christian Eriksen among
others, there is still plenty for Mauricio Pochet-
tino to look forward to. — AFP

World Cup hangover lingers 
over Premier League kick-off

Chase to catch champions Manchester City begins in earnest today

Mourinho frustrated as 
Premier League clubs 
race to beat deadline
LONDON: Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho does not
expect to add to his squad as the Premier League transfer window
closed yesterday, despite warning a difficult season lies ahead for
the English giants without further recruits.

For the first time the Premier League deadline has been moved
forward to the day before the season kicks off when United host
Leicester City today. Unlike in England, the window for the rest
of Europe’s leading leagues doesn’t close until later in August,
meaning Premier League clubs have faced even more inflated
prices when buying from the continent. Chelsea shattered the
world record fee for a goalkeeper with an 80-million euro (£71.6
million, $92 million) swoop for Athletic Bilbao’s Kepa Arrizabalaga
on Wednesday to replace Belgian international Thibaut Courtois,
who has joined European champions Real Madrid. 

As part of that deal, Croatia midfielder Mateo Kovacic has also
joined Chelsea on a season-long loan deal. However, there has
been little other late movement from the top six clubs with Mour-
inho in particular frustrated at missing out on a host of targets to
bolster his options in central defence.

Harry Maguire, who could face United for Leicester on Friday,
Bayern Munich’s Jerome Boateng and Toby Alderweireld of Tot-
tenham were all linked with United, while Atletico Madrid’s Diego
Godin emerged as a late target on Thursday. But Mourinho now
says he is focusing on the players already at his disposal.

“The information I have is no,” said Mourinho when asked if
he would be adding to his squad. “I’m not confident, I’m not con-
fident and the market closes today so it is time at least for me to
stop thinking about the market because the market will be closed.”

LIVERPOOL STEAL A MARCH 
Mourinho has been further irked by seeing rivals Liverpool

steal a march on United to emerge as the second favourites for
the title behind Manchester City thanks to a more than £170 mil-

lion splurge on new signings. However, Liverpool did their busi-
ness early and are not expected to be busy on deadline day after
recruiting Brazilian international Alisson Becker for a short-lived
world record 72.5 million euro fee for a goalkeeper and midfield-
ers Fabinho, Naby Keita and Xherdan Shaqiri.

Despite slashing a club record £60 million on signing Riyad
Mahrez, City have enjoyed a uieter window after spending over
£200 million last summer on assembling a squad that smashed a
host of Premier League records in romping towards the title.

Australian teenager Daniel Arzani joined the English champions
from sister club Melbourne City on Thursday but is expected to
be sent on loan to Celtic.

Tottenham Hotspur boss Mauricio Pochettino has been one of
the more outspoken critics of the shortened window with time
running out for Spurs to make a single signing this summer.

The move was designed to ease disruption in the first few
weeks of the campaign after a number of high-profile players in-
cluding Alexis Sanchez, Philippe Coutinho and Virgil van Dijk
missed matches at the start of last season due to transfer specu-

lation. “If you compare with Europe, you are at a complete dis-
advantage and it does not help the clubs in the Premier League,”
Pochettino said on Spurs’ tour of the United States. “It’s not going
to help the Premier League clubs because we’re going to compete
in Europe and in the Champions League but have 20 days less.”
So far Tottenham’s interest in Aston Villa midfielder Jack Grealish
has been rebuffed with the Championship club holding out for a
reported fee in excess of £30 million. — AFP

MIAMI: File photo shows Manager Jose Mourinho of Manchester United gestures during the International Champions Cup
match against Real Madrid at Hard Rock Stadium on July 31, 2018 in Miami, Florida. — AFP
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