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No play before lunch 
in England-India Test
LONDON: Rain meant there was no play before lunch on the
first day of the second Test between England and India at
Lord’s yesterday. Early morning overcast skies in north Lon-
don eventually gave way to gentle but persistent rain which
was sufficient to ensure the pitch and square at the ‘home of
cricket’ remained fully covered.

The match had been due to start at 11:00am but with rain still
falling no play was possible in the morning session. Lunch was
brought forward by 30 minutes to 12:30pm in the hope of a
prompt resumption come the scheduled second session of play.

England lead the five-match series 1-0 after a 31-run vic-
tory in the first Test at Edgbaston last week. They will, how-
ever, make at least two changes to their side. England captain
Joe Root confirmed on Wednesday that Ollie Pope, a 20-
year-old Surrey batsman, would make his Test debut in place
of the dropped Dawid Malan.

The hosts will also be without Ben Stokes, who took three
wickets on Sunday’s fourth and final day at Edgbaston, in-
cluding the prize scalp of India captain Virat Kohli, because
of the Durham all-rounder’s ongoing trial for affray in Bristol.

England have yet to decide whether Chris Woakes, a fel-
low pace-bowling all-rounder, or off-spinner Moeen Ali will
replace Stokes. Neither England nor India, who might also
make changes, are obliged to confirm their teams until the
toss takes place. —AFP

LONDON: Joe Root believes he is adjusting
to the demands of being England’s captain in
Test cricket after more than a year and 17
matches in charge. Root will look to back-up
last week’s 31-run win at Edgbaston by lead-
ing England to another victory when they face
India in the second of a five-Test series at
Lord’s which started yesterday.

Going 2-0 up would represent a welcome
change for Root, all of whose three previous
home series as England skipper have been
level at 1-1 after two Tests.

In May, a nine-wicket defeat by Pakistan
at Lord’s meant England had gone eight
Tests without a win following series losses in
Australia and New Zealand. But they squared
a two-match campaign with Pakistan cour-
tesy of an innings and 55-run victory at
Yorkshire batsman Root’s home ground of
Headingley before winning a thrilling opener
against India.

“It does take a little bit of time to get used
to things ... there has been a lot of learning
throughout the year-and-a-half,” Root told a
news conference at Lord’s on Wednesday.

“(But) I think from the start of this summer
I had a real clear idea about how we want to
go about things,” added Root, whose England
commitments meant he had limited captaincy
experience before being appointed as the
successor to Alastair Cook.

This Test season did not start well for
England but few things boost collective
morale like a hard-fought win such as the one
England enjoyed at Birmingham’s Edgbaston
ground. At Lord’s, England will be without
Ben Stokes, who took key wickets in the
closing stages of the first Test, including the
prize scalp of India captain Virat Kohli, be-
cause of his ongoing trial in Bristol on a
charge of affray.

‘STRONG CHARACTERS’ 
Nevertheless, Root reckoned there were

lessons from Edgbaston, where the 20-year-
old Sam Curran starred with both bat and ball,
for the team as a whole that could yet prove
useful at Lord’s, even in the absence of all-
rounder Stokes.

“It fills you with masses of confidence ... to
win a close game,” said Root. “One of the
most exciting things about last week is that
we weren’t at our best ... but we found a way
to win under pressure, and wrestle momentum
back,” he explained.

“That’s a sign of some strong characters in
our dressing room-and having had some in-
different results in the recent past, to pull off
a win like that is a really good sign.

“But it’s about backing it up now, looking
for consistency in back-to-back games, and
this is an opportunity to do that.” Root, who

made a valuable first-innings 80 at Edgbas-
ton, played down his tactical contribution to
England’s win.

“Ultimately, regardless of what you do as
captain, your players have to perform-and I

thought they were exceptional,” he said. “It’s
not for me to take the credit for their hard
work. “Under pressure we stayed calm ... it
would have been easy for us to chase the game
on that last morning, but we didn’t.”  —AFP

Joe Root growing into 
England captaincy role

England to be without Ben Stokes at Lords

LONDON: File photo shows England’s captain Joe Root (R) shakes hands with India’s captain Virat Kohli after
the game ends on the fourth day of the first Test cricket match between England and India at Edgbaston in
Birmingham. —AFP

Cummins, Hazlewood 
out of Pakistan series
MELBOURNE: Fast bowlers Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood
have been ruled out of Australia’s test series against Pakistan
in the United Arab Emirates after failing to recover from in-
juries, further depleting an already inexperienced side.

Australia head to the UAE for a test series slated for Octo-
ber without two of their most experienced campaigners, with
former captain Steve Smith and his deputy David Warner sus-
pended after a ball-tampering scandal in Cape Town in March.

With Cummins and Hazlewood still recovering from their
lumbar bone stress injuries, much sting has been taken out of
the attack of the Tim Paine-led squad. “Pat and Josh are pro-
gressing well from their lumbar bone stress injuries but are not
bowling, so unfortunately they will not be at the level required
for Test match intensity come October,” team physiotherapist
David Beakley said in a statement.

“Barring any setbacks, we are hopeful that Pat and Josh
will return via the back-end of the (domestic) JLT One-Day
Cup, with the aim of them being available for the ODI Series
against South Africa in November as they build towards the
Indian test series.”

Australia play South Africa in the first one-dayer of the
three-match series in Perth on Nov. 4 before hosting India for
three Twenty20, four tests and three one-day internationals.
Australia’s pace spearhead Mitchell Starc, however, remains on
track to be fit for the USE tour, Beakley said.

“On a positive note Mitchell Starc is back to unrestricted
training and remains on track for the Test Series against Pak-
istan,” Beakley said. —Reuters

Chandimal returns 
to Sri Lanka T20 
squad after ban
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka skipper Dinesh Chandimal returned to
their Twenty20 squad yesterday after serving an international ban
for breaching the spirit of the game. Chandimal was included in a
15-member squad for the one-off T20 that will round off South
Africa’s tour of the island nation Tuesday in Colombo, Sri Lanka
Cricket said in a statement.

The 28-year-old missed the two-Test series, which Sri Lanka
won, and was out of the first four one-day internationals. The fifth
and final ODI is on Sunday, but Chandimal was not included in the
squad for that match. But he was included in the T20 squad and
will play in the day-night game on Tuesday. Chandimal was
banned by the International Cricket Council along with coach
Chandika Hathurusingha and manager Asanka Gurusinha for re-
fusing to take to the field for two hours during the second Test
against the West Indies in June. It was shortly after Chandimal was
accused of tampering with the ball.

The Sri Lanka captain was subsequently banned from the third
Test against the West Indies and given a fine equal to his match
fees. He was later banned for another two Tests and four ODIs
after pleading guilty to violating the spirit of the game.

Sri Lanka T20 squad: Angelo Mathews (captain), Dasun
Shanaka, Kusal Perera, Dhananjaya de Silva, Upul Tharanga, Kusal
Mendis, Thisara Perera, Shehan Jayasuriya, Shehan Madushanka,
Lahiru Kumara, Dinesh Chandimal, Akila Dananjaya, Jeffrey Van-
dersay, Lakshan Sandakan, and Binura Fernando. —AFP


