
Australian golfer 
Jarrod Lyle dead 
SYDNEY: Tributes flowed for Australian golfer
Jarrod Lyle yesterday after he lost his battle with
cancer, dying aged 36 after halting treatment for
leukaemia last week. “It breaks my heart to tell
everyone that Jarrod is no longer with us,” his
wife Briony said in a statement. 

The former US PGA Tour player, who had
children aged six and two, passed away on
Wednesday evening at his home outside Mel-
bourne surrounded by family and friends. “Lusi,
Jemma and I are filled with grief and now must
confront our lives without the greatest husband
and father we could ever have wished for,”
added his wife.

Lyle moved into palliative care on August 1 to
see out his final days, saying his body could not
“take anymore” after acute myeloid leukaemia
returned for a third time. His plight touched peo-
ple around the world and his wife said the mes-
sages of support comforted him as his life drew
to a close. 

“Jarrod was able to take in many of the un-
believably kind and generous acts and words in
his final few days and was overwhelmed by the
emotional outpouring,” she said. “He asked that
I provide a simple message: ‘Thanks for your
support, it meant the world. My time was short,
but if I’ve helped people think and act on behalf
of those families who suffer through cancer,
hopefully it wasn’t wasted’.”

Lyle, who joined the PGA Tour in 2007 and
managed a handful of top 10 finishes, overcame
leukaemia as a 17-year-old before suffering a re-
currence in 2012. He won that battle and made
his return to professional golf at the Australian
Masters in November 2013. But his health dete-
riorated again in recent months.

Pure joy 
In an emotional audio message late last week,

he said he felt like “the luckiest golfer going
around because so many people took an interest
in me and took an interest in, I guess, my fight”.
He thanked his many “friends around the world,
whether they’re spectators, whether they’re
golfers, whether they’re marshals”.

“It’s going to be hard to leave that behind, but
they know that I love them,” he said, breathing

heavily. “They know that all the fighting that I did
do was to get back out and play golf again.”

The European Tour was among many to pay
tribute yesterday. “Full of joy and determination, on

and off the course. This is how we’ll remember Jar-
rod,” it said. World number three Justin Rose added:
“Such a sad day, we will all miss you so much Jarrod.
Thinking of his family at this time.” — AFP

ST LOUIS: Ten years after his last major victory and five years
since his last triumph, Tiger Woods is back on the prowl and a
new generation of rivals couldn’t be more thrilled. When 98 of the
world’s 100 top players tee off yesterday in the 100th PGA Cham-
pionship at Bellerive Country Club, there will be more than a few
who hope to live out a boyhood dream and battle the 14-time
major champion for glory on Sunday.

“He’s still Tiger,” said Britain’s 27-year-old Tommy Fleetwood.
“For guys from my generation that would have grown up with
Tiger in his prime, how many people get the chance to be in con-
tention or play against Tiger Woods on a final day of a major when
he was the guy you watched. He was the hero.”

Woods is only eight months into his comeback from spinal fu-
sion surgery after missing most of the past two seasons with se-
vere back pain that had him wondering if he might ever play again.

“Just for me to be able to have this opportunity again is a
dream come true,” Woods said. “I didn’t know if I could do this
again, and lo and behold, here I am. “So just coming back and
being able to play at this level and compete, I’ve had my share of
chances to win this year as well, hopefully I’ll get it done this
week.” Woods, ranked 51st, has not won a major title since the
2008 US Open and has not won any event since the 2013 WGC
Bridgestone Invitational. Woods briefly led the British Open on
Sunday but shared sixth last month at Carnoustie, while Fleet-
wood shared 12th.

“It’s something very special for quite a large number of players
at the moment that he’s had his comeback and he’s playing well
and we have that chance really, we could eventually be playing
with Tiger on a Sunday coming down the stretch,” Fleetwood said.

New British Open champion Francesco Molinari of Italy, who
played alongside Woods in the final round at Carnoustie, remains
impressed with the former world number one and his impact on
so many careers. “He has changed the game for our generation,”
Molinari said. “Being a teenager growing up playing golf, in my
generation we were all looking up to him, especially around 2000,
2001, 2002. He was doing unbelievable things.

“He has been a model and an idol for me growing up and it’s
nice to see him back playing good golf. Hopefully we’ll be paired
together late on Sunday again this week.”

LATE STRUGGLES FOR TIGER 
Doubters say Woods gets tired late in his rounds and point to

scoring averages a full stroke higher on his back nines than his
starting sides. “I wish I could figure that out. I don’t know what it
is. I don’t know why I haven’t played the back nine as well as I
have in the past,” Woods said. “If I had an answer to it, I would
give it to you, but I really don’t know.”

To Rory McIlroy, a four-time major winner who plays along-
side Woods and defending champion Justin Thomas in the first
two rounds, Woods has already achieved a great deal just being

back. “There’s a lot of different layers to what Tiger has to go
through to win again,” McIlroy said. “He has put himself in po-
sition. He had to learn how to move again. He had to learn how
to swing. I mean, 18 months ago the guy couldn’t walk. He was
in bed.” Experience only goes so far, McIlroy said, noting he
hasn’t won a major since the 2014 PGA. “Even though he’s won 14
of these things, if you haven’t done it for awhile, you still have to
re-learn a few things, and I think he’s going through that stage.
But as we saw a few weeks ago, he’s right there, which is an un-
believable achievement.” —AFP
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ST LOUIS: Tiger Woods of the United States plays a shot on the tenth hole during the first round of the 2018 PGA Championship at Bellerive
Country Club yesterday in St Louis, Missouri. — AFP

Tiger still excites rivals as
100th PGA showdown looms

Woods is only eight months into his comeback from surgery

MELBOURNE: File photo taken on December 15, 2011 shows Australian golfer Jarrod Lyle chipping out
of a bunker during the first round of the Australian Masters golf tournament at the Victoria Golf Club in
Melbourne. — AFP


