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An alleyway in Liwan, the traditional heart of Guangzhou

Guangzhou Opera House
The most striking piece of architecture in town is the eye-pop-
ping Guangzhou Opera House, designed by Zaha Hadid. The
performance space has Hadid’s signature flowing curves,
which according to the architect were inspired by two rocks
washed away from the Pearl River. The opera house, which
opened in 2010, is just as futuristic looking on the inside as it
is on the outside; performances span everything from classical
scores to Cantonese operas.

Cantonese food
Guangzhou, long the spiritual home of Cantonese food, is also
one of China’s tastiest cities - a status that’s about to become
official with the launch of a Michelin Guide to the city later
this year. As you would expect from a cosmopolitan centre,
Guangzhou has its fair share of premium restaurants, but
there’s a pulsing local food scene, too. Explore it with Eating
Adventures, which runs half-day foodie tours around Liwan,
the city’s traditional quarter. The highlight is the Huangsha
Seafood Market, one of the biggest fish markets in southern
China, where restaurants in the market building will cook the
seafood you’ve just bought downstairs.

Xiaobei
A high level of migration from Africa has made Guangzhou one
of China’s most diverse cities. The Xiaobei neighborhood, which
coalesces around Baohan Straight Street, is home to a large con-
centration of African residents, as well as Uyghurs from north-
western China. It’s an interesting neighborhood to explore -
alongside wholesale markets, you can find some of the city’s best
Uyghur food (think hand-pulled noodles and charcoal-roasted
lamb) in eateries.

Liwan
The city’s traditional heart is Liwan, the old quarter, where the
houses aren’t more than a few storeys tall and Cantonese is still
the dominant language. Visit the Qingping Chinese Medicine
Market and wander through the streets to find hawkers sitting

on plastic chairs, sometimes flogging handfuls of insects and
often playing drawn-out games of mahjong. Shangxiajiu Pedes-
trian Street, the first of its kind in Guangzhou, comes with an odd
mix of ear-splitting music and traditional shophouses with a
faintly European flair.

Xiaogang Park
Daily life in China is lived out in public spaces like parks. Sprawl-
ing Xiaogang Park, in southern Guangzhou, is the ideal place for
a lazy weekend stroll - particularly around the lake at its centre.
There’s an excellent vegetarian restaurant, Bingsheng Zen Tea

House, right by the entrance, which is perfect for a long lunch.

Canton Tower
The city’s tallest structure, the slender Canton Tower, has be-
come the de facto landmark of modern Guangzhou - recogniz-
able for its twisty shape that lights up in a rainbow of colours at
night. The viewing platform, at 488m up, offers a breathtaking
panorama across Guangzhou and the ultra-modern Zhujiang
New Town neighborhood. Kick the experience up a gear by tak-
ing a bubble tram: these clear plexiglass cabins wind slowly
around the top of the tower on a track.

The leafy heritage streets of Shamian
Island, perfect for a stroll


